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TODAY’S WEATHER, A2
Chilly and mostly cloudy today, high of 48. Low of 38 and overcast tonight.

 — AccuWeather

NewsandTribune.com SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23-24, 2024 
$3.00
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JEFFERSONVILLE — The Clark County Commissioners on Thursday approved amendments made to the unified development ordinance per-taining to solar energy systems.
At its meeting earlier this month, the Clark County Plan Commission decided to change some aspects of the UDO for these systems, but decided to leave setbacks at 650 feet from a non-participating residential dwelling to the solar farm property on one side instead of the proposed changes that would’ve reduced the setbacks to as low as 400 feet.

Clark County Planning and Zon-ing Department Executive Director Eric Wise read seven different text amendments for the UDO that included regulations on screening, wildlife corridors and construction. Each one was unanimously approved by the commissioners.
There was no discussion had among the commissioners on the setbacks.
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SELLERSBURG — Food is one of the most essential parts of every culture.With an appetite to celebrate diver-sity, Silver Creek High School students shared dishes from around the world during the school’s second Culture Fair on Friday.
The fair was started by one of the stu-dents in the school’s Diversity Advisory Council that formed last year. 
They wanted students from every cul-ture to feel included even though from different countries.
At the fair, students either made a tra-ditional dish from the countries of their heritage or they brought popular snacks to share with the 100 students who got their ticket for the fair.
“(Food) is a way to appreciate every culture, a way to show how the cultures are different,” said Stefania Gama, a senior at the school and the president of the Diversity Advisory Council. “I know a lot of Hispanic countries are similar, but the food itself is very different. It shows diversity between all the differ-ent cultures.”

Silver Creek High School holds second Culture Fair
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FLOYD COUNTY — Officials are weighing options for a potential fire territory in Floyd County that would bring together three townships.
Georgetown Fire Board Chair Michael Moody presented a proposal for the Floyd County Fire Territory at a Thursday meeting. The fire ter-ritory would include Georgetown, Franklin and New Albany town-ships.

The Georgetown Township Fire Protection District has its own department. Franklin Township does not have its own fire service, 

and it contracts with Georgetown Fire.
The New Albany Township Fire Board previously contracted with New Chapel Fire for service, but it formed its own fire department in May after terminating its agreement with the private provider.
Moody said the territory would allow the townships to “better align fire protection to meet the commu-nity’s needs.”
A fire territory allows for two or more taxing units that share physi-cal boundaries to form a territory and consolidate fire services, he said.
Georgetown Fire would serve as the “providing agency,” while New Albany Township and Franklin Township would be “participating agencies.”
It would involve one command 

structure, which Moody described as more efficient.
The current firefighters employed by Georgetown and New Albany Township fire departments would be employed by the department.
The existing labor agreement between the Georgetown f ire department and its firefighters union would be the “controlling document” for employees, accord-ing to Moody.

The proposal calls for Georgetown Fire Chief Ned Wiseman to serve as chief of the territory. New Albany Township Fire Chief Tim Franklin would be the deputy chief.
The fire territory would increase the number of fire stations to four. This would include the two existing Georgetown fire stations and the 

Officials consider fire territory proposalTerritory would include 
Floyd County townships

Clark County 
Commissioners 
approve solar 
farm UDO 

amendments
Petitioners can ask for 
variances through BZA

Photos by Erik Hackman | News and Tribune
Stefania Gama, a senior at the school and the president of the Diversity Advisory Council, shares her Mexican culture by serving Aguas 
frescas and Horchata to the students at the fair.
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News and Tribune fi leThe Georgetown Township Fire District is exploring options for a fi re territory that would also include Franklin and New Albany townships.
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NEW ALBANY — A judge presid-ing over a requested modification of Robert W. Brown Jr.’s sentence to home detention has 
denied it.

Brown was a New 
Albany passenger 
airplane pilot who 
was sentenced to 21 
years in prison after 
accepting an open 
plea deal to three 
level 4 felonies for 
child exploitation, 
with two charges 
of possession of child pornography dropped, along with two other pend-ing cases where he was accused of threatening a witness.

Judge denies 
pilot’s request 

for home 
detention

Brown serving sentence 
for child exploitation

Robert W. 
Brown Jr.

Students were encouraged to dance to music from other cultures to celebrate all of them at Silver Creek.

See FIRE  on A3

See SOLAR  on A3

See PILOT  on A3

See FAIR  on A3

print solutions
Providing businesses with marketing packages reaching 
over 20,000 multi-media readers daily through our 
award-winning newspaper in print and online.

> 49% are male, 51% are female
> 78% are under the age of 65
> 67% of households earn $50k+ annually
> 61% are homeowners
> 57% are employed
> 38% are college grads or higher
> 35% have children in the home
> 71% lived in the community 5+ years

Today’s “typical” newspaper reader is anything but typical.

News and Tribune is a trusted source of news and information for the region. Our newspaper has various pages 
that pair reader interest and give coordinated advertising opportunities to our advertisers.

Americans prefer local newspapers more than TV, 
radio or social media for news and information about a 
variety of important local topics.
• Local announcements
• Community news
• Local events
• Local businesses
• Local job postings
• Local schools
• Local things to do
• Restaurants and bars
• High school & college sports
• Religion and churches

SOURCE: America’s Newspapers
(Inland Press Foundation & SNPA Foundation)
A nationally representative sample of
American adults, age 18+, received an online survey in Q4 2022. 
At the close of the survey, 5,000 respondents had participated.

of a community. Every day, Americans rely on local 
news to stay informed about important events affecting 
their lives. But local newspapers provide more than 
just the news. They are a catalyst that helps define the 
culture of a community.

NEWS AND TRIBUNE 
Days published Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Counties served Clark and Floyd counties in Indiana

CLARK COUNTY FAST FACTS 
Population 125,467
Number of Households 52,750
Median Household Income $68,493
Home Value $252,494

FLOYD COUNTY FAST FACTS 
Population 80,809
Number of Households 34,358
Median Household Income $74,264
Home Value $272,820

63% of readers access local news 
through both print and digital newspaper 
platforms.

Almost 6 out of 10 Americans use 
newspaper advertising to help them 
decide what brands, products and local 
services to buy.

Local News is critical to the well-being



Speak to an audience who actively looks for    
information about our community daily.

We have other print options available, such as: Direct Mail, Single Sheet Printing, Business Cards, and more.
Contact us today at 812-283-6636 for more information.

full page
129”sixteenth page 

7”

half page
60”

bus card
4”

eighth page
15”

quarter page
30”

front page 6x2

sports page 6x2

obit page 6x2

post-it
note

RETAIL ADVERTISING RATES
 DAILY WEEKEND
No Annual Investment $17.20 $18.32
$3,000 to $4,999 $14.85  $15.44 
$5,000 to $7,499 $13.79 $15.22
$7,500 to $12,499 $12.82 $13.67
$12,500 to $16,499 $11.85  $12.62
$16,500 to $22,499 $11.32 $12.10
$22,500 to $49,999 $10.78 $11.45
$50,000 + $9.75 $10.40
ads will publish in print for one day at the above per column inch rate.

COMMUNITY RATES
 DAILY WEEKEND
 $14.85  $15.90 

BUSINESS BUILDER 
 2025 
15 times 2”  $11.12 
15 times 4” to 10” $9.91 
26 times 2” $9.60  
26 times 4” to 10” $8.45 

DAILY PREPRINT RATES  
 2025
Single Sheet $39.00 
4 Page Tabloid $44.00 
8 Page Tabloid $48.00 
12 Page Tabloid $50.00 
16 Page Tabloid $53.00 
20  Page Tabloid $55.00 
24 Page Tabloid $57.00 
28 Page Tabloid $59.00 
  
WEEKEND PREPRINT RATES  
 2025
Single Sheet $42.00 
4 Page Tabloid $48.00 
8 Page Tabloid $53.00 
12 Page Tabloid $55.00 
16 Page Tabloid $57.00 
20  Page Tabloid $59.00 
24 Page Tabloid $62.00 
28 Page Tabloid $64.00 

ADD COLOR 
8 to 29"          $3.50/inch
30 to 50"        $2.86/inch
51 to 100"      $2.12/inch
101 to 129"    $1.58/inch

Color in advertising 
increases readership 
by grabbing attention, 
influencing emotions, and 
guiding visual hierarchy. 
Strategic color choices 
can make an ad more 
memorable, evoke desired 
feelings, and ultimately 
drive action. 



digital specialties
Combining the power of our website’s readership, along 
with a multitude of targeted digital products, we can help 
you reach anyone, anywhere, anytime!

NEWSANDTRIBUNE.COM 

Total Page Views 379,008 (as of March 2025)

Total Unique Visitors 69,781 (as of March 2025)

TARGETED DIGITAL MARKETING
Let us help you send a consistent message
over a sustained period of time with our 60+ digital 
advertising products across all platforms including:

Use us to create your digital marketing strategy. No job too big or too small.

PROGRAMMATIC
DISPLAY
Designed to boost any business seeking to get 
their message in front of their target market.

PRE-ROLL VIDEO, STREAMING TV, 
YOUTUBE
Reach users on all of their screens as they view 
live or on-demand programming through any 
connected device.

GEO FENCING
MICROPROXIMITY
Target people on their mobile devices based
on where they are in real-time. 

EMAIL
MARKETING
Securely deliver your message to specific 
consumers using hundreds of targeting options 
via a dedicated email blast.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Leverage the power of two billion monthly 
Facebook users and 500 million daily 
Instagram users with some of the most precise 
audience targeting available today.

SEARCH ENGINE MARKETING
Our custom approach separates our team from 
the rest of the providers in the market ensuring 
your solution is custom to your needs.

LOCAL & ORGANIC SEO
Improve your business’ local visibility to drive 
foot traffic and phone calls. Expand your 
footprint by ranking higher locally while getting 
engaged with your customers.

STREAMING AUDIO
Music is everywhere in today’s society. It is 
with us when we get up in the morning, go 
to work, sit at our desks, go to the gym, while 
we eat, and everywhere in-between. Is there a 
better way to touch your target audience?

NATIVE ADVERTISING
ALT NETWORK

AFFORDABLE WEBSITES
BETTERCHAT

CREATIVE SERVICES
AND MORE!

+
Delivering the right message, at the right time, to the right people.



DIGITAL ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

newsandtribune.com
Optimized Desktop & Mobile Display Ads $12/m

Marquee Ad on both Desktop and Mobile Display $150/day

Daily Newsletter  $175/day

We are your one-stop-shop for
marketing and advertising in the region.
REACH YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE 812-283-6636

targeted digital marketing
Programmatic Display as low as $10/m

Video (Pre-Roll, Streaming TV, YouTube) as low as $20/m

Geo Fencing Microproximity as low as $15/m

Email Marketing as low as $200
(5,000 emails)

Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, TikTok) as low as $500/month
(90-day minimum)

Search Engine Marketing as low as $750/month
(90-day minimum)

Local & Organic SEO as low as $200/month

Our team builds customized campaigns that reach motivated consumers, boosting your 
digital presence while maintaining a focus on business growth.

newsandtribune.com and more!
The value pricing structure of our digital products 

allows you to include them all, exponentially 
increasing reach and frequency.

TARGETED DIGITAL MARKETING IMAGE 
FILE SPECIFICATIONS
File types: JPG, PNG, or GIF

File size: 150 KB or smaller (for both first-party ads and third-
party ads)

Images: Creative images must be clear, recognizable, and 
relevant and must occupy the entire space of the image size 
you've chosen.

Text: Text appearing in the ad must be legible.

Orientation: Creatives cannot appear sideways or upside down.

Segmentation Creatives cannot be segmented, contain multiple 
copies of themselves within the ad, or otherwise appear to be 
more than one ad.

Background color: Creatives with partially black or white 
backgrounds must include a visible border of a contrasting 
color to the majority background color of the ad.

Click action: When the user clicks a creative, it must open a 
new page.

Animation limit: Animated ads are restricted to a maximum of 
15 seconds of looping, after which they must remain static.

In-banner: Must be in Flash format with a 50 KB maximum 
file load and 2 MB maximum load for the secondary file; video 
ads must include play, pause, mute, and unmute controls.

Click-to-start video: No length limit, but must navigate to a 
landing page upon completion.

Auto-start video: A 15-second limit applies, with no audio 

heard unless initiated by mouse-over; should be backstopped 
by static 300x250 that clicks through to landing page.

BEST PERFORMING AD SIZES:
Display: 160x600, 300x250, 728x90, 300x600
Mobile: 300x50, 320x50

300x250

300x50

320x50

728x90

300x600

newsandtribune.com
Optimized Desktop & Mobile 
Display Ad Sizes

800x250

Marquee Ad Sizes

1920x400

Email Blast
Ad Sizes

580x1000

newsandtribune.com
Capture your ideal audience directly, right on 
their computers, tablets or desktop

970x90



SPECIAL PROJECTS
Reach more targeted audiences in these themed special promotions

EDITION MONTH

Medical Directory January

20 Under 40 March

One Southern Indiana Directory March

Progress Edition                 May

NTSPY Awards    June

Locally Owned    June

Diversity Magazine           July

Snapshot              July

Clark County Readers’ Choice      August

Senior Expo         September

Floyd County Readers’ Choice  October

Family Owned Businesses             November

specialty products 
With these unique, local specialty publications, 
your advertising message is reaching a targeted 
demographic with each issue.

Our specialty projects provide targeted audience reach, community engagement, keepsake value and                    
high readership. Call our marketing consultants today for pricing at 812-283-6636.

NEWS AND TRIBUNE SPORTS MAGAZINE
A bi-monthly magazine focusing on all things sports – youth, young adult and 
seniors – taking part in sports in and around Southern Indiana. This glossy, 
full-color magazine reflects the excitement and diversity of a sporting life
 in Clark and Floyd counties.

AD SIZE PRICE
Cover Page $1,900
Full Page $1,350
Half Page $745
1/3 Page $550

ASK ABOUT FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS 
AND VALUE ADDED OPTIONS!

ISSUE DEADLINE PUBLISH
Jan./Feb.                         Dec. 6 Dec. 27 
March/April                     Jan. 30 Feb. 28
May/June                       Apil 3 Apil 25
July/August                     June 6 June 28
Sept./Oct.                       Aug. 8 Aug. 30
Nov./Dec.                       Oct. 3 Oct. 25



NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING SIZES
BROADSHEET OR TABLOID
1 column 1.5833 inches
2 column 3.2917 inches
3 column 5 inches
4 column 6.7083 inches
5 column 8.4167 inches
6 column 10.125 inches

BROADSHEET  TABLOID
6 columns wide by 21.5” deep 6 columns wide by 10” deep

Camera-ready ad depth should Camera-ready ad depth should
be 21” be 10”

19” depth or larger billed at 21.5” 9” depth or larger billed at 10”

NEWSPAPER
ADVERTISING DEADLINES
PUBLICATION DAY DEADLINE
Tuesday 4pm Friday
Wednesday 4pm Monday
Thursday 4pm Tuesday
Friday 4pm Wednesday
Saturday 4pm Thursday

ENTERTAINMENT NOW!
TV Guide 5pm Thursday
 1 week prior

MAGAZINE
ADVERTISING SIZES
Full Page (bleed) 8.75”x11.25”
Full Page (non-bleed) 7.75”x10.25”
Half Page 7.75”x5”
Quarter Page 3.8”x5”

DIGEST-SIZED
ADVERTISING SIZES
Full Page 5”x8”
Half Page (horizontal) 5”x4”
Half Page (vertical) 2.5”x8”
Quarter Page 2.5”x4”

GENERAL RATE POLICY
Publisher reserves the right to revise rates at any time. Contract advertisers will receive 30 days written 
notification of rate changes and may, without penalty, cancel their contract prior to the new rates becoming 
effective by providing written cancellation notification to the publisher. Publisher reserves the right to refuse 
any ad. Publisher will insert the words “paid advertisement” in any ad that simulates news. Ads cancelled after 
12noon, two days prior to publication will be charged at 50% rate. Make-goods, credits or refunds will not be 
made to advertisers when position requests are not fulfilled. Advertising space contracted cannot be subletted 
to others. Proofs are submitted to advertisers for correction of typographical errors only. A composition charge 
of $20 per hour (minimum 1 hour) will be imposed for any changes made on the proof other than corrections 
and will be made only when it can be done without delaying the production of the newspaper. Errors must be 
brought to the attention of the Publisher with 24 hours of the first publication for allowances to be made. No 
allowance is made for errors that do not materially affect the value of the advertisement. Publisher shall for no 
reason be liable for more than the value of the actual space occupied by the item in which an error occurred. 
Likewise, the Publisher assumes no liabilities for any omission or failure to publish an ad. Billing will be 
considered correct unless the Controller is notified in writing of any errors within 10 days of billing. TERMS OF 
PAYMENT: Cash or check must accompany order unless credit has been approved by the Controller. To open an 
account, a completed credit application must be submitted to and approved by the Controller. Advertiser shall 
make payment on accounts within the credit terms indicated on advertiser’s statements. Payment is considered 
past due after the 20th of the month. A 1.5% per month 18% APR service charge will be assessed on all past 
due balances. Advertisers who fail to pay within a 60-day period will be considered delinquent and will be on a 
cash-with-copy basis until the delinquent balance has been paid in full. All rates in this rate card are net.

CONTRACT AND COPY REGULATIONS
A. CONTRACT. Advertisers rights may not be transferred to or used for the benefit of another.
B. FLOOD, FIRE. In the event of flood, fire, strike or other emergencies beyond the control of either party, 
contract shall be suspended by agreement and neither the newspaper nor the advertiser are held liable for 
damages.
C. REPRODUCTION RIGHTS. All property rights, including any copyright interest in any advertisements 
produced for advertisers by the newspaper, using artwork and/or typography furnished or arranged by us, shall 
be the property of the newspaper. No such ad or any part thereof may be reproduced without the prior written 
consent of the newspaper.
D. ACCEPTABILITY. The newspaper reserves the right to edit or reject any and all advertising copy.
E. ADVERTISING CONTENT. The advertiser and/or advertising agency or agent assumes liability for the 
content of all advertisements that he authorizes for publication, and all claims that arise therefrom against the 
newspaper.
F. ERRORS. In the event of a typographical error on the part of the newspaper, the newspapers liability is limited 
to furnishing a letter to the advertiser acknowledging the error, and either re-running only that portion of the ad 
which was incorrect or giving credit for such portion. The newspaper is responsible for the first insertion error 
only.
G. DOUBLE TRUCKS. Twenty-one and a half inches will be charged for the space between facing pages when 
an advertisement extends across the gutter.

COLOR POSITION AND GUARANTEED POSITIONING
Color positions may be limited. When extensive requests for a color position exist, full color ads take precedence 
over spot color and black & white ads by size. Display advertising is accepted on a guaranteed position basis at a 
30% premium, where possible. When the 30% premium is not paid, position cannot be guaranteed.

PRESS READY AD SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
This newspaper will gladly accept press ready electronic ads at the specifications outlined in this media kit. This 
newspaper is not responsible for errors due to improperly prepared files and has the right to publish an ad ‘as is’ 
if necessary to meet deadlines.
Submit press quality PDF files that meet the following specifications:
> Contain high resolution (250-300 dpi) CMYK or grayscale photos and graphics (No Pantone or RGB 
elements)
> 100% Black for black images and fonts (not CMYK mix)
> All fonts embedded (or turned to outlines)

advertising information 

221 Spring Street  |  Jeffersonville, IN 47130  |  812-283-6636



News & Tribune
Jeffersonville, IN 
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Kokomo Tribune
Kokomo, IN
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The Lebanon Reporter
Lebanon, IN
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Pharos-Tribune
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Tuesday-Saturday

Tribune-Star
Terre Haute, IN

Tuesday-Saturday

Times Herald
Washington, IN

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

Daily News
Effingham, IL 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday

The Goshen News
Goshen, IN

Monday, Wednesday-Saturday

Daily News
Greensburg, IN

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

E F F I N G H A M

DAILYDAILY  NEWS
EffinghamDailyNews.com SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2024 125th year, volume 188 • $3.00

WEEKEND

A safe place for 
neglected farm animals

NATION | B6

Girls Basketball: Martin 
reaches career milestone

SPORTS | B1

INSIDE 
Community ................. A3
Comics ....................... A4
Markets ...................... A5
State ........................... A6
Sports ......................... B1
Entertainment ............. B3
Classifieds .................. B4
Nation ......................... B6

HISTORY 
Today is Saturday, Nov. 
23, the 328th day of 2024. 
There are 38 days left in 
the year.
Today’s Highlight in 
History: 1984, Boston 
College quarterback Doug 
Flutie completed one of 
the most famous passes 
in college football history, 
connecting with Gerald 
Phelan for a 48-yard 
touchdown with no time 
left on the clock as Boston 
College defeated the 
Miami Hurricanes 47-45.
On this date:
•  In 1963, President 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
proclaimed Nov. 25 
a day of national 
mourning following 
the assassination 
of President John F. 
Kennedy.

•  In 2006, former KGB spy 
Alexander Litvinenko 
(leet-vee-NYEN’-koh) 
died in London from 
radiation poisoning after 
making a deathbed 
statement blaming 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

To submit an obituary, 
visit obituaries.
effinghamdailynews.com. 

Today: Partly sunny. High 
of 48.
Tomorrow: Warmer with 
times of clouds and sun. 
High of 61.
Full report, Page A2

WEATHER

SUBMIT NEWS
•  news@effingham 

dailynews.com
•  sports@effingham

dailynews.com
•  217-347-7152

EffinghamDailyNews.com 
and on social media

ONLINE

HANNAH MEISEL
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

CHICAGO – It’s been a month 
since the jury in former Illinois 
House Speaker Michael Madigan’s 
federal corruption trial last heard 
the name of star government wit-
ness Danny Solis during opening 
statements.

The government’s brief explana-
tion that the ex-Chicago alderman 
agreed to cooperate with the FBI 
after “abusing his own office” – and 
the defense’s description of Solis as 
a “real criminal” who took bribes of 
cash, Viagra and prostitutes – may 
well have faded from jurors’ minds 
during five weeks of testimony 
related to electric utility Common-
wealth Edison’s alleged bribes to 
Madigan.

But late Thursday afternoon, the 
jury saw Solis in the f lesh as the 
disgraced politician entered the 
courtroom, taking the witness stand 
for the first hour of testimony that 
could stretch past the first week of 
December.

“My name is Daniel Solis, S-O-L-I-
S,” the ex-alderman said, as Madigan 
peered intently at him through read-
ing glasses he’s taken on and off 
during trial, pen poised with a nearly 
filled yellow legal pad on his lap. “I 
was alderman of the 25th Ward.”

“I was charged with bribery,” Solis 
said of the singular charge prosecu-
tors brought against him in April 
2022 after nearly six years of cooper-
ation. “For trying to solicit campaign 
contributions from a developer that 
had a pending application in my zon-
ing committee.”

Solis had been chair of the Chi-
cago City Council’s powerful Zoning 
Committee for a decade before he left 
office in 2019.

Solis testified that he’d entered 
into a deferred prosecution agree-
ment with the feds years before, and 
that he’d been promised the case 
against him would disappear – con-
tingent on his truthful testimony 
in Madigan’s trial. The single count 
of bribery would otherwise carry 
a maximum prison sentence of 10 
years, he said.

“As long as I cooperated with the 
federal government and I cooper-
ated truthfully, that charge would 
be dropped,” Solis said.

Prior to Solis’ appearance that 
began 45 minutes before trial 
broke for its usual weekend sched-
ule, the jury heard again from FBI 
Special Agent Ryan McDonald, one 
of the lead agents in an investiga-
tion that long predated Madigan 

Madigan’s attorneys 
accuse FBI agent of 
leading speaker into 
government’s trap

KEVIN BESSLER
THE CENTER SQUARE

An Illinois agricultural group is 
sounding the alarm over the condition 
of rural bridges in the state.

The Illinois Soybean Association 
sanctioned a study to show the economic 
impact of rural bridges and their current 
condition. The association said agricul-
tural productivity is expected to grow 
by 15% to 30% over the next 20 years, 
so the need for efficient infrastructure 
will only become more critical.

“We wanted to know who has owner-
ship of the bridges and what condition 
they are in and also how much money 
would be in savings to people who use 
the Illinois roadways,” ISA Market 
Development committee chair Brady 
Hoist said.

ISA reports that 65% of Illinois’ nearly 
27,000 rural bridges statewide are in 
fair or poor condition. The study showed 
that 72% of bridges in rural Illinois are 
owned by local governments, making 
repairs challenging due to budget con-
straints.

Hoist said bridge outings would have a 
significant negative impact on farmers, 
especially during harvest.

“If these deteriorating bridges are 
not repaired or replaced, they will be 
given weight restrictions or be closed,” 
said Hoist. “If this happens, the result-
ing detours will increase transportation 
costs and travel time for farmers and 
other roadway users, negatively impact-
ing farmers’ livelihoods and the overall 
health of our state’s economy.”

Study shows economic impact of deteriorating bridges in rural Illinois

Illinois Soybean Association

A rural Illinois bridge is shown.

MARIE ADAMICK 
DAILY NEWS

The Effingham City Council this 
week finalized the tax levy for the next 
fiscal year.

The tax levy for the 2025-2026 fis-
cal year, May 1 through April 30, was 
passed. Both the city of Effingham 
and the Effingham Public Library are 
included in the levy. The total increased 
rate from last year is 3.86%, which 
means both the city and the library 
will receive $5,575,255 in the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

“We’re not taxing as much as we 
could because we lowered the rate to 
keep property taxes down,” said City 
Administrator Steve Miller.

Greg Koester, Effingham city plan-
ner, discussed prohibiting wind energy 
conversion systems. If someone in the 
future wishes to change this ordinance, 
they can present their plan to the Plan 
Commission and then to City Council, 
but for now, wind energy conversion 
systems are prohibited. The council 
will discuss this plan again during the 
Dec 3 council meeting.

Travis Voelker’s special use permit 
was approved, which he will use to 
build mini-warehouses on.

Hometown Christmas, a Christmas 
celebration in downtown Effingham 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, will include road 

Effi ngham fi nalizes tax levy
‘We’re not taxing as 
much as we could’

Photos by Marie Adamick I Daily News

Effingham City Planner Greg Koester discusses wind energy conversion systems with Police Chief 
Jason McFarland (back left) and Fire Chief Brant Yochum (right) during the Nov. 19 city council meeting.

Commissioner Larry Micenheimer speaks during the Nov. 19 
Effi ngham city council meeting.

Mayor Mike Schutzbach reads about the wind energy 
conversion systems ordinance during the Nov. 19 Effi ngham city 
council meeting.See LEVY  on A2

See IMPACT  on A2

See ACCUSE  on A2
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VANESSA PADILLA
THE GOSHEN NEWS

ELKHART — Concord Township 
is giving back to their senior citi-
zens, after not being able to carry on 
a tradition of taking donations and 
putting it into gift cards for them, 
since after COVID. The tradition and 
program has been done every year 
for more than 17 years. The last time 
the township was able to do it, was 
in 2021.

In 2021, the township was able to 
gift $25 gift cards to 278 senior citi-
zens. With this year being the first 
time they have been able to do it 
since then, they have high hopes that 
those who donated could help revive 
the tradition and be able to donate in 
the season of giving.

“We had a lot of seniors in the area 
that were needing assistance, and 
maybe not necessarily with things 
that we help with — so maybe not 
food or household items but things 
that our office couldn’t provide for 
them,” Charity Lawson, a township 
employee who helps organize the 
program, said. “A lot of times seniors 
get overlooked and it was people that 
didn’t have a lot of family.”

In years before, the response to 
the program had been positive, with 
many in the community donating, 
the seniors in particular who were 
given the gift cards, were grateful, 
Lawson said.

“We received so many thank-you 
letters that are so heartfelt, and 
usually we send out our thank-you 
letters to the donor with copies of 
those thank-you letters,” she said. 
“They really are and can tell they 
really appreciate it because a lot of 
those seniors, like I said, are people 
that don’t receive anything from any-
body. Even just a Christmas card 
from somebody, means a lot.”

Lawson said they have received 

Concord 
Township 

giving back 
to seniors

HOLIDAY CHEER

DANI MESSICK
THE GOSHEN NEWS

MIDDLEBURY — There are 16 
custom-decorated Christmas trees 
lining Main Street in Middlebury.

It’s part of the town’s Tree Dec-
orating Contest that started at 
Memorial Park and is just one of 
the holiday festivities planned for 
the town. Judging began Friday 
during the Home Town Holiday 
shopping event downtown.

Various businesses and organi-
zations decorated the trees for a 
$25 entry fee.

Participating groups were Ace 
Hardware, American Legion Aux-
iliary, Axius Chevrolet, Backbone 
Chiropractic, Boys & Girls Club of 
Middlebury, Clayton Homes, First 
State Bank, Jayco, Middlebury 
Food Pantry, Middlebury Library, 
Middlebury Lions Club, Middle-
bury Little League, Middlebury 
Optimist Club, Middlebury Town 

Hall, Varns and Hoover, and Linda 
Young of First Mennonite Church 
of Middlebury.

“The point of the whole thing is 
to try to bring all of our organi-
zations together, and say we want 
people to come downtown and 
experience our stores and our 
restaurants and see all the other 
really cool things that we have,” 
said Darla Kauffman of Middle-
bury Then and Now.

Visitors can vote on their favor-
ite tree and the tree with the most 
“Holiday Spirit.” Each tree boasts 
a special ornament with a QR code 
link to the voting page.

Middlebury Park Department 
Superintendent Tom Enright said 
the parks department bought the 
trees from Eby’s Pines.

The winning tree’s designers 
will get to choose a local charity 
to donate the $400 raised from 

Middlebury festivities to include contests, tree lighting

Photos by Dani Messick | The Goshen News

The Middlebury Tree Decorating Contest started Friday, featuring 16 trees to chose from at Memorial Park.

CARSON GERBER
CNHI STATE REPORTER

 FORT BRANCH 
— Steve Obert ’s 
family-run dairy 
farm has assem-
bled the best team 
of workers it’s had 
in years.

The crew is made 
up of well-trained 
people managing 
feed supplies, running the milking 
parlor and treating sick animals 
to ensure the 1,200 cows there 
continue producing about 10,000 
gallons of milk a day.

But Obert worries the team that is 

essential to the farm’s success could 
soon be gone.

They’re all immigrants who could 
be targeted under President-elect 
Donald Trump’s pledge to undertake 
the largest mass deportation in U.S. 
history.

“It’s absolutely concerning,” he 
said. “We just can’t deport these 
people.”

While some business owners 
like Obert question the cost and 
logistics of deporting millions of 
undocumented immigrants, Trump 
on Monday confirmed his commit-
ment to the plan, which he promised 
to implement the first day he takes 
office, Jan. 20.

On social media, he posted 

“TRUE!!!” in response to a conser-
vative commentator who wrote that 
Trump would declare a national 
emergency and use military assets 
to lead “a mass deportation pro-
gram.”

Obert, who serves as the execu-
tive director of the Indiana Dairy 

Producers, said the organization is 
offering an online seminar reeducat-
ing farmers about how to maintain 
the required documents to ensure 
immigrant workers are audit-proof 
and can remain in the U.S. 

Business interests: 
Deportation could upend 

Indiana’s economy
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Steve Obert

Photo provided by National Association of Home Builders

Rick Wajda, CEO of the Indiana Builders Association, right, poses 
with Indiana U.S. Sen. and Governor-elect Mike Braun.

See DEPORTATION  on A8

The Middlebury Tree Decorating Contest started Friday. The 
winner will be able to choose a local charity to donate the profi ts 
to. View and vote for the trees at Memorial Park in downtown 
Middlebury.See HOLIDAY  on A8
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We welcome news about upcom-
ing Southeastern Indiana events from 
area not-for-profit organizations. Email 
them to news@greensburgdailynews.
com. Questions may be directed to 
Kevin Green at 812-651-0885.

NOW THRU NOV. 29
Cheer Fund applications are available 

at the Decatur County Health Depart-
ment, Greensburg/Decatur Public 
Library and at the Daily News office, 135 
S. Franklin Street, Greensburg. Applica-
tions are also available at cheerfund.org. 
It must be printed, filled out, and either 
mailed or brought into the Daily News 
office. It cannot be filled out online. The 
deadline to submit a completed applica-
tion is Friday, Nov. 29, 2024.
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BILL RETHLAKE
DAILY NEWS

GREENSBURG – During the sec-
ond reading of proposed biosolids 
ordinance #2024-14, the Decatur 
County Commissioners heard an 
objection from Evan Daily.

Daily farms in Bartholomew 
County and owns BioCycle LLC, a 
start-up company that would col-
lect sewage sludge from Decatur, 
Bartholomew and surrounding 
counties, convert the sludge into a 

fertilizer-rich biosolid and sell it in 
those same counties.

Daily asked for his company to 
be exempt from ordinance 2024-
14, saying the ordinance was illegal 
because his business is approved by 
the Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management and he follows 
the agency’s guidelines.

Bartholomew County is consider-
ing a similar ordinance, and Daily 
said if he did not receive an exemp-
tion from them he was prepared to 
file suit “as early as this week.”

Commissioner Jeremy Pasel asked 
if BioCycle tested for PFAs, also 
known as forever chemicals.

Forever chemicals is a term used 
to describe perfluoroalkyl and poly-
f luoroalkyl substances, a group 
of synthetic chemicals that do not 
break down in the environment 
or in the body. PFAS are used in 
many products including clothing, 
carpets, food packaging, non-stick 
cookware, cosmetics and firefight-
ing foams. PFAS have been used in 
industry and consumer products 

since the 1940s. There are estimates 
of more than 15,000 types of indi-
vidual PFAS, making it challenging 
to study and assess their potential 
risks.

Concern has been expressed on 
several fronts that PFAS leak into 
the environment during production, 
use and disposal. They are found in 
soil, water, and air, and can con-
taminate the blood of people and 
animals.

Biosolids ordinance hits snag

JOSIE CLARK
DAILY NEWS

BATESVILLE – The Batesville 
Community School Corporation 
Board of Education met this week 
to conduct regular business, discuss 
upcoming events and approve an 
appointment to the Batesville Memo-
rial Public Library Board of Trustees.

The BMPL Board of Trustees is 
made up of seven members, three 
of which are appointed by the local 
school board. The remaining four 
seats are chosen by Ripley and 
Franklin County executives and 
Ripley and Franklin County fis-
cal bodies, with two seats chosen 
by each. The newest selection by 

NOELLE MAXWELL
DAILY NEWS

The Greensburg Redevelopment 
Commission recently approved 
their 2025 spending plan. The plan 
anticipates a total of $2,835,857 
being spent in 2025 with $1,983,750 
in capital expenditures, $672,107 
in debt payments, $150,000 in pro-
fessional expenses and $30,000 in 
grants and contributions.

Director of Public Projects Zach 
Wirrig provided updates on the Iron 
Men apartment complex and Liberty 
Lakes housing development projects. 
Developers of the Iron Men apart-
ment complex are finalizing their 
paperwork and meeting once a week 
to discuss state tax credits. Their 
most recent schedule indicated they 
plan to break ground in late spring 
2025. Liberty Lakes poured the first 
foundation for a house in late Octo-
ber. That house will be constructed 
by Beacon Builders, who indicated 
they’re hoping to start framing the 
structure in November, and it will 
likely serve as a model home.

The final item in old business was 
a brief review of the local property 
market. Wirrig noted, “There still 
seems to be an interest popping up 
every once in a while on our prop-
erties.”

In new business, Brady Rog-
ers from Reedy Financial gave 
overviews of the 2024 Financial 

Batesville 
school 

board news

Redevelopment 
Commission 
OKs 2025 

spending plan

RUSHVILLE – As has been the 
case for nearly eight decades, a 
group of Rush County resi-
dents is getting ready to make 
the annual Thanksgiving trip 
to Mountain Mission School 
in Grundy, Virginia. They’ll be 
leaving Wednesday, Nov. 27, and 
returning Saturday, Nov. 30.

This year marks the 77th year 
Rush County has partnered with 
MMS. Each year, the group col-
lects items from a “needs list” 
put together by MMS. Many 
local churches, families and busi-
nesses help fulfill this list.

While at MMS, much of the time 
is spent with the staff and students. 
Residents are provided with pop-
corn, snow cones, cotton candy, cider, 
cookies, ice cream sundaes and milk-
shakes. There’s also a balloon launch, 
and a big dance party is held.

Along with fellowship, the 
group helps with various odd 
jobs around campus.

Mountain Mission School was 
founded in 1921 and provides a 
Christ-centered and love-filled 
home, church and school for chil-
dren in need. That need can be 
financial, a need for a protective 
environment because of abuse or 
neglect, a need for a stable home 
environment, because of the 
death of a parent, or a need for 
educational opportunity.

The entire effort at MMS is to help 
children until they can get back with 
their families. If this is not the case, 
then MMS provides opportunities 
so the child can enjoy childhood and 
prepare them for a purposeful life as 
a Christian citizen.

MMS services approximately 
200 to 230 children ages 18 
months to 20 years of age from 

more than 70 countries.
The school receives no govern-

ment funding and runs solely on 
donations. Anyone wanting to 
make a donation can mail a check 
made out to MMS to Mountain 
Mission School, 1760 Edgewa-

ter Drive, Grundy, VA 24614 or 
locally to 2689 E US Highway 52, 
Rushville, IN 46173.

You can learn more about MMS 
from their website: mmskids.org.

 — Information provided

A holiday tradition continues
Rush County group will soon travel to Mountain Mission School in Virginia

Photo provided

Children at Mountain Mission School in Grundy, Virginia are pictured enjoying cotton candy 
during a previous visit to the facility by a group of Rush County volunteers.

OBITUARIES
• Charles ‘Denby’ Ketchum, 67
• Phil King, 60
• Sr. Barbara Hileman O.S.F., 90

THANK YOU
The Daily News thanks the following 

subscribers for their continued sup-
port of local journalism.

• Lisa Kennedy-Greensburg
• Pixie Smith-Batesville
• Mike Clark-St. Paul

AT A GLANCE

NOV. 23
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Twisted Christ-

mas representatives will be available 
with applications at the Mathews 
Shelter House in Laughlin Park on 
Rushville’s west side. Anyone who 
wants Christmas assistance via the 
Twisted Christmas campaign must 
show up and complete an application 
during this one-day event.

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Milan’s Christmas 
Craft Fair at Milan High School. Over 
200 vendors with handmade decor, 
crafts and gifts. Free admission.

1 to 4 p.m.: Stars & Stripes America 
250 Celebration Kick-off at Versailles 
Baptist Church Family Life Center, 228 
S. Washington St. Open to all ages. 
Free event. Learn, play games, win 
prizes, enjoy music and snacks. Info: 
Email rossrundar@gmail.com.

NOV. 24
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.: St. John 

Lutheran Church (Napoleon) annual 
turkey dinner. $15. Carry-out available. 
Info: 765-749-2201 or 812-852-4416.

Photo provided

For nearly 80 years, Rush County residents have traveled to 
Mountain Mission School in Grundy, Virginia to deliver needed 
items, funds and holiday cheer.

See BIOSOLIDS  on 2
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See 2025  on 2
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CARSON GERBER
CNHI STATE REPORTER

 FORT BRANCH — Steve Obert’s 
family-run dairy farm has assembled 
the best team of workers it’s had in 
years.

The crew is made up of well-
trained people managing feed 
supplies, running the milking parlor 
and treating sick animals to ensure 
the 1,200 cows there continue pro-
ducing about 10,000 gallons of milk 
a day.

But Obert worries the team that is 
essential to the farm’s success could 
soon be gone.

They’re all immigrants 
who could be targeted under 
President-elect Donald 
Trump’s pledge to undertake 
the largest mass deportation 
in U.S. history.

“It’s absolutely concern-
ing,” he said. “We just can’t 
deport these people.”

While some business own-
ers like Obert question the cost and 
logistics of deporting millions of 
undocumented immigrants, Trump 
on Monday confirmed his commit-
ment to the plan, which he promised 

to implement the first day he takes 
office, Jan. 20.

On social media, he posted 
“TRUE!!!” in response to a 
conservative commentator 
who wrote that Trump would 
declare a national emergency 
and use military assets to 
lead “a mass deportation 
program.”

Obert, who serves as the 
executive director of the 
Indiana Dairy Producers, 

said the organization is offering an 
online seminar reeducating farmers 
about how to maintain the required 
documents to ensure immigrant 
workers are audit-proof and can 

remain in the U.S. 
That’s especially critical in an 

industry where migrants make up 
about 80% of the workforce. A mass 
deportation could lead dairy farms 
to close in droves and milk tanks to 
run dry, Obert explained.

“You won’t just see a ripple effect,” 
he said. “It’ll be more like a tsunami 
when it comes to food production, 
agriculture and so many other indus-
tries.”

NO MIGRANTS, 
MORE INFLATION

Across the state, farmers, builders, 
manufacturers and other businesses 
that rely heavily on immigrant work-

ers are closely watching how new 
policies could disrupt the workforce 
that keeps operations running.

In Indiana, undocumented work-
ers make up about 2.2% of the entire 
labor force and just under 25% of the 
state’s total immigrant population, 
according to the American Immigra-
tion Council. Foreign-born people in 
total make up nearly 8% of Indiana’s 
employees.

But those numbers are much 
higher in the construction indus-
try, in which immigrants make up 
around 25% of the workforce, equal-
ing more than 43,400 employees in 

Businesses: Deportations could upend economy
Trump has pledged 

mass deportation plan

         

NADIA LATHAN 
AND JAMIE STENGLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas’ education 
board voted Friday to allow Bible-
infused teachings in elementary 
schools, joining other Republican-
led states that pushed this year to 
give religion a larger presence in 
public classrooms.

The curr iculum adopted by 
the Texas State Board of Educa-
tion, which is controlled by elected 
Republicans, is optional for schools 
to adopt, but they will receive addi-
tional funding if they do so. The 
materials could appear in classroom 
as early as next school year.

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has 
voiced support for the lesson plans, 
which were provided by the state’s 
education agency that oversees the 
more than five million students in 
Texas public schools.

Parents and teachers who opposed 
the curriculum said the lessons will 
alienate students of other faith back-
grounds.

Supporters argued the Bible is a 
core feature of American history and 
that teaching it will enrich students’ 
learning.

The new Texas curriculum follows 
Republican-led efforts in neighboring 
states to give religion more of a pres-
ence in public schools. In Oklahoma, 
the state’s education chief has ordered 
a copy of the Bible in every class-

Texas board 
OKs optional 
Bible-infused 
curriculum

Lapel, Frankton 
renew rivalry
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EXCELLENT HARVEST
KEN DE LA BASTIDE

THE HER ALD BULLETIN

ANDERSON — Area farmers 
are pleased with their harvest this 
year in both corn and soybeans, 
but they’re also closely watching 
prices.

Both corn and soybean prices 
have been f luctuating regularly 
and are below estimates for the 
2024 harvest.

The 2024 harvest price for corn 
is $4.16 per bushel, $0.50 or 11% 
lower than the projected price of 
$4.66. The 2024 harvest price for 
soybeans is $10.03 per bushel, 
$1.52 or 13% below the projected 
price of $11.55.

“We had a pretty good year,” 
said Cory Bohlander, vice presi-

dent of the Madison County Farm 
Bureau. “The yields were good and 
the weather was good.

“The corn crop was better than 
expected, above the state average 
of 200 bushels per acre, and the 
soybeans were also a good har-
vest,” he added.

Bohlander said the soil in much 
of Madison County is better than 
in other areas of the state.

“The price is better than when 
we started to harvest,” he said.

Bohlander said farmers with 
bins can store their crops and wait 
on better prices; store the crop at 
an elevator; or contract for distri-
bution at the time of the harvest.

“There are a lot of options,” he 

Local farmers voice concerns about declining prices on corn, beans

LOCAL AGRICULTURE

Richard Sitler | The Herald Bulletin

A farmer harvests corn in a rural Madison County on Oct. 14. Area farmers say they are pleased with their 2024 harvests of corn and 
soybeans, but they’re also closely watching prices.

File photo | The Herald Bulletin

Corn is shown at harvest time in a Madison County fi eld.

Steve Obert

See HARVEST  on A2

LM Otero, fi le | Associated Press

A Texas fl ag is displayed in an 
elementary school in Murphy, 
Texas, on Dec. 3, 2020.
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Aqua Illinois customers to see bill increase in the new year
ANDREW ADAMS

CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD — Following 
almost a year of legal battles and 
fierce public opposition from many 
customers, water utility Aqua Illinois 
is set to raise its rates in 2025.

The privately owned water utility 
has not released an estimate of the 
exact impact the increase will have 
on customer bills in 14 northern 
Illinois counties. But the approved 
increase represents a 43% reduction 
from the utility’s original request, 

which would have raised bills by an 
estimated $30 per month, according 
to the Citizens Utility Board con-
sumer advocacy group.

State regulators at the Illinois 
Commerce Commission approved 
the rate increase on Thursday – but 
not before the drastic reduction. In 
its initial requested rate hike from 
January, Aqua wanted to collect an 
additional $19.2 million from cus-
tomers to pay for infrastructure 
upgrades, costs associated with 
taking over existing water systems 
and paying out a 10.8% return to 

investors.
But regulators cut the overall 

request, allowing the company to 
collect $11.6 million from custom-
ers while paying out a 9.6% return 
to investors. 

The company argued throughout 
the case that the increase was neces-
sary to recover costs from upgrading 
water systems to ensure safe water 
delivery.

“In the six years since our last 
rate increase, we made significant 
upgrades to water and wastewater 
facilities and infrastructure across 

Illinois,” Aqua said in a statement 
to Capitol News Illinois. “This rate 
decision highlights Aqua’s com-
mitment to aggressively invest in 
infrastructure to improve service 
and reliability for our customers.”

ICC Commissioner Stacey Paradis 
said after the decision Thursday that 
the five-member panel “did not come 
to this decision lightly.”

“The commission regulates large 
water utilities and ensures they 
provide safe and adequate service,” 
Paradis said. “Transparent infra-
structure investments and long-term 

planning are essential to ensure 
water and wastewater service meets 
regulatory requirements, environ-
mental goals and customer needs.”

ICC commissioners also approved 
a new scheme for Aqua’s low-income 
customers. Starting in July, eligible 
customers with household incomes 
below 150% of the federal poverty 
level – about $48,000 for a family of 
four – will be able to receive a 70% 
discount on the portion of their bill 
that’s based on water usage.
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STAFF REPORT

An Oakwood native is 
returning home to serve 
as t he inter im presi-
dent of Danv il le A rea 
C o m mu n i t y  C o l l e g e . 
O n  T h u r s d a y ,  t h e 
DACC Board of Trust-
ees appointed Dr. Randy 
F l e t c h e r  a s  i n t e r i m 
president. His replaces 
outgoing president Dr. 
Stephen Nacco who will 
retire/resign on Dec. 13. 
Fletcher will begin his 
term Dec. 16. His contract 
goes until June 30. At that 
time the board will decide 
if they will make the posi-
tion permanent.

Fletcher ser ved as a 
dean at DACC from August 
1996 through July 2008, 
and a dean at Parkland 
College from July 2008 
through December 2015. 
In January 2016, he was 
named Vice President of 
Academic Affairs at Joliet 
Junior Col lege before 
taking a position as Vice 
President of Academic 
and Student Affairs and 
Chief Learning Officer at 
Eastern Florida State Col-
lege, a position he held 
until June of this year, 
according to his LinkedIn 
profile.

A long w it h Masters 
Degrees in communica-
tions from Illinois State 
and library science from 
Illinois, Fletcher received 
his  Doctor of  Educ a-
tion degree in education, 
p o l i c y,  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
and leadership from the 
Universit y  of  I l l inois 
Urbana-Champaign

Fletcher 
named 
interim 

president 
at DACC
Oakwood native 
served as a dean 

from 1996 to 2008

CRIS Health-Aging meeting 
needs one smile at a time

Photos by Amy Graham-McCarty | Commercial-News

Laura and Bill Fares have been married for 57 years. Thursday they shared Thanksgiving dinner with 
friends at the CRIS Healthy-Aging Center.

A volunteer from Crosspoint Human Services prepares 
pumpkin pies for guests at CRIS Healthy-Aging Center 
Thursday.

Lori Smith, Nutrition Manager at CRIS 
Healthy-Aging prepares meals for home 
delivery to seniors Thursday at the center. In 
2023, the center serviced more than 86,000 
home-delivered meals.See CRIS  on A3

AMY GRAHAM-MCCARTY
AMY.GR AHAM-MCCART Y@

DANCOMNEWS.COM

At the CRIS Healthy-Aging Cen-
ter, Thursday’s Thanksgiving meal 
was about more than providing a 
delicious dinner; it was about giv-
ing meaning and connection to 
those around the table.

As the first snow of the season 
fell on the area, 90 of Vermilion 
County’s seniors gathered around 
tables inside the warmth of the 
center, where they were served a 
meal of turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, and pumpkin pie.

Paul Trosper enjoys the break-
fast served daily at the center, 
and while he enjoyed his turkey 
Thursday, he said his favorite 
Thanksgiving dish is a “spiral 
honey ha with a little brown sugar 
on top.”

“That’s my favorite, it really is,” 
Trosper said with a chuckle.

Seated with him were Bill and 
Laura Fares, who have been mar-
ried for 57 years.

“This is my better half,” Bill said 
of his wife. “She is my best half. 
God put us together.”

Bill said without Laura, he would 
have gone back into military ser-
vice.

“You know, women change 
those guys’ minds,” he said. “She 
changed my direction a lot for the 
better.”

Bill said nothing tops Laura’s 
Oreo dessert, but his lunch on 
Thursday was tasty.

“I like the dressing,” he said of 
his meal.

“I don’t have to cook (for Thanks-
giving), I get to cook,” Laura said 
of the couple’s family Thanksgiv-
ing dinner plans.

If Bill has his way, it will be her 
Oreo dessert.

“That’s for Christmas,” she 
said, grinning at her husband. “At 
Thanksgiving, they all like the 
green bean casserole. Oh, and I 
always have to have sweet pota-
toes smothered in brown sugar and 
marshmallows.”

She said she doesn’t have a secret 
recipe for her sweet potato casse-
role but suggested: “Whatever you 
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JEFFERSONVILLE — The Clark 
County Commissioners on Thursday 
approved amendments made to the 
unified development ordinance per-
taining to solar energy systems.

At its meeting earlier this month, 
the Clark County Plan Commission 
decided to change some aspects 
of the UDO for these systems, but 
decided to leave setbacks at 650 feet 
from a non-participating residential 
dwelling to the solar farm property 
on one side instead of the proposed 
changes that would’ve reduced the 
setbacks to as low as 400 feet.

Clark County Planning and Zon-
ing Department Executive Director 
Eric Wise read seven different text 
amendments for the UDO that 
included regulations on screening, 
wildlife corridors and construction. 
Each one was unanimously approved 
by the commissioners.

There was no discussion had 
among the commissioners on the 
setbacks.

Celebrating Diversity

ERIK HACKMAN
ERIK .HACKMAN @

NEWSANDTRIBUNE.COM

SELLERSBURG — Food is one of the 
most essential parts of every culture.

With an appetite to celebrate diver-
sity, Silver Creek High School students 
shared dishes from around the world 
during the school’s second Culture Fair 
on Friday.

The fair was started by one of the stu-
dents in the school’s Diversity Advisory 
Council that formed last year. 

They wanted students from every cul-
ture to feel included even though from 
different countries.

At the fair, students either made a tra-
ditional dish from the countries of their 
heritage or they brought popular snacks 
to share with the 100 students who got 
their ticket for the fair.

“(Food) is a way to appreciate every 
culture, a way to show how the cultures 
are different,” said Stefania Gama, a 
senior at the school and the president of 
the Diversity Advisory Council. “I know 
a lot of Hispanic countries are similar, 
but the food itself is very different. It 
shows diversity between all the differ-
ent cultures.”

Silver Creek High School holds second Culture Fair

BROOKE MCAFEE
BROOKE.MCAFEE @

NEWSANDTRIBUNE.COM

FLOYD COUNTY — Officials are 
weighing options for a potential fire 
territory in Floyd County that would 
bring together three townships.

Georgetown Fire Board Chair 
Michael Moody presented a proposal 
for the Floyd County Fire Territory 
at a Thursday meeting. The fire ter-
ritory would include Georgetown, 
Franklin and New Albany town-
ships.

The Georgetown Township Fire 
Protection District has its own 
department. Franklin Township 
does not have its own fire service, 

and it contracts with Georgetown 
Fire.

The New Albany Township Fire 
Board previously contracted with 
New Chapel Fire for service, but it 
formed its own fire department in 
May after terminating its agreement 
with the private provider.

Moody said the territory would 
allow the townships to “better align 
fire protection to meet the commu-
nity’s needs.”

A fire territory allows for two or 
more taxing units that share physi-
cal boundaries to form a territory 
and consolidate fire services, he 
said.

Georgetown Fire would serve as 
the “providing agency,” while New 
Albany Township and Franklin 
Township would be “participating 
agencies.”

It would involve one command 

structure, which Moody described 
as more efficient.

The current firefighters employed 
by Georgetown and New Albany 
Township fire departments would 
be employed by the department.

The existing labor agreement 
between the Georgetown f ire 
department and its firefighters 
union would be the “controlling 
document” for employees, accord-
ing to Moody.

The proposal calls for Georgetown 
Fire Chief Ned Wiseman to serve as 
chief of the territory. New Albany 
Township Fire Chief Tim Franklin 
would be the deputy chief.

The fire territory would increase 
the number of fire stations to four. 
This would include the two existing 
Georgetown fire stations and the 

Officials consider fire territory proposal
Territory would include 
Floyd County townships

Clark County 
Commissioners 
approve solar 
farm UDO 

amendments
Petitioners can ask for 
variances through BZA

Photos by Erik Hackman | News and Tribune

Stefania Gama, a senior at the school and the president of the Diversity Advisory Council, shares her Mexican culture by serving Aguas 
frescas and Horchata to the students at the fair.

/newsandtribune /newsandtribune

News and Tribune fi le

The Georgetown Township Fire District is exploring options for a fi re 
territory that would also include Franklin and New Albany townships.

ANDREW HARP
ANDREW.HARP@

NEWSANDTRIBUNE.COM

NEW ALBANY — A judge presid-
ing over a requested modification of 
Robert W. Brown Jr.’s sentence to 
home detention has 
denied it.

Brown was a New 
Albany passenger 
airplane pilot who 
was sentenced to 21 
years in prison after 
accepting an open 
plea deal to three 
level 4 felonies for 
child exploitation, 
with two charges 
of possession of child pornography 
dropped, along with two other pend-
ing cases where he was accused of 
threatening a witness.

Judge denies 
pilot’s request 

for home 
detention

Brown serving sentence 
for child exploitation

Robert W. 
Brown Jr.

Students were encouraged to dance to music from other cultures to celebrate all of them at 
Silver Creek.

See FIRE  on A3

See SOLAR  on A3

See PILOT  on A3
See FAIR  on A3

IN LOCAL

HISTORY PHOTO 
■ Check out this week’s look 
back at a local landmark. A3

KokomoTribune.com SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2024 $3.50

KOKOMO TRIBUNE
NATO, Ukraine to hold emergency talks after Russian attack   |  WORLD | A11

WEEKEND EDITION

IN SPORTS

HOOPS 
SEASON

■ Our boys basketball pre-
views continue with Kokomo 
and Northwestern. B1, B3

IN-DEPTH

SOCIAL MEDIA 
■ Universities up their game 
to make connections with 
potential students. A10

IN LOCAL

PET OF WEEK 
■ Meet Kangaroo! This 
sweet, calm feline is ready 
for adoption at the Kokomo 
Humane Society. A12

Subscribe: 765-456-3821 or 765-459-3121 Advertise: 765-459-3121 Classified: 888-663-1063 Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat. 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

PUZZLES ..........A8-A9
CLASSIFIED ......B6-B8
LOCAL ................... A3

OBITUARIES ........... A2
OPINION ................ A4 
SPORTS ............ B1-B3

INSIDE

Vol. 174, No. 54

WEATHER THANK YOU
Our subscribers are special to us: 
• Jean Sciortino
• David Hunt

Postal delivery information:

■ Read about 
the matchup 
against the Lions and find out 
who’s hot and who’s not. B5

COLTS
INSIDER

2024 CNHI NEWS INDIANA

Tyson Foods released a statement 
in regard to allegations the company 
is trafficking migrants and employing 
minors.

“As we have stated previously, 
everyone working at our Logansport 
facility is legally authorized to do 
so and the majority of those team 
members are American citizens 
or permanent residents,” said a 
spokesperson from Tyson. “We are 
committed to operating our business 
legally and have policies in place to 
prevent the recruitment or use of any 
illegal labor across our supply chain. 
We are complying with this request 
and demonstrating how seriously we 
follow all labor laws and regulations.”

The allegations are part of an inves-
tigation led by Indiana Attorney 

General Todd Rokita.
Rokita announced 

in a press release 
We d ne s d ay  t h at 
Logansport’s Tyson 
Foods was sent a civil 
investigative demand 
that seeks informa-
tion related to human 
labor trafficking.

The press release said the CID 
comes in regard to “reported concerns 
about a largescale influx of illegal 
aliens and ‘legal migrants’ into local 
communities.” Tyson has until Dec. 4 
to respond to the CID.

A CID is a type of subpoena seek-
ing documents or information and 
does not necessarily mean those who 

Logansport business responds to Rokita investigation

CNHI News Indiana

Tyson Foods’ Logansport plant is located at 2125 S. 125 West.

Todd Rokita

KIM DUNLAP
KOKOMO TRIBUNE

For the past couple weeks, hun-
dreds of community volunteers 
helping with Kokomo Rescue 
Mission’s Red Ribbon Christmas 
program have been diligently wrap-
ping gifts for people they might 
never meet.

They might not be there when 
those gifts are placed underneath 
the tree, and likely won’t see the 
smiles on kids’ faces as they rip 
open the packaging to get to the 
toys inside.

But according to Red Ribbon 
Christmas organizers, those volun-
teers will forever play a small part 
of Christmas morning memories, 
just as hundreds of other volun-
teers throughout the community 

have too.
For over 40 years, Red Ribbon 

Christmas has helped provide gifts 
to thousands of families throughout 
Howard County and the surround-
ing area, made possible in part from 

‘AN ARMY OF LOVE’

KRM’s Red Ribbon Christmas gears up for holiday season

Photos by Tim Bath | Kokomo Tribune

Western SADD members Gracie Shade, Kendall DePoy and Haylee Krause work with hundreds of other volunteers as they wrap 
Christmas presents for the Rescue Mission’s Red Ribbon Christmas on Nov. 20.

Marlene Peterson joins hundreds of other volunteers as they wrap 
Christmas presents for the Rescue Mission’s Red Ribbon Christmas 
on Nov. 20.

More Information
Kokomo Rescue Mission’s 
Red Ribbon Christmas is still 
needing volunteers for its Dec. 
13 deliveries.
To register as a volunteer, visit 
www.kokomorescuemission.
org/volunteer.
For more information, you can 
also contact 765-456-3838.

See RIBBON  on A7

See ROKITA  on A7

Tim Bath | Kokomo Tribune
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WHITNEY DOWNARD
INDIANA CAPITAL CHRONICLE

Events for Governor-elect 
Mike Braun’s inauguration 
will span three days, with a 
Saturday night gala and Sun-
day morning Catholic Mass 
preceding the official swear-
ing-in ceremony on Monday, 
Jan. 13.

P r e v i o u s l y ,  B r a u n 
announced that former GOP 
Chair Anne Hathaway will lead 
the inaugural committee while 
Emily Daniels Spaulding will 
be the inaugural director.

Braun’s celebration will kick 
off with ticketed events on Sat-
urday, Jan. 11, including a VIP 
and sponsor reception before 
the 6 p.m. gala and dinner at 
the JW Marriott, where he 
also held his first post-election 
press conference.

Sunday’s Mass will be held 
at Saints Peter and Paul Cathe-
dral in Indianapolis at 10 a.m. 
The free event is open to the 
public but the church also 
hosts a livestream for virtual 
viewing.

Later that day, at a time yet 
to be determined, inaugura-
tion activities will include a 
Hoosier Heritage Family Day 
hosted by the Indiana State 
Museum, which will also be 
free and open to the public. An 
RSVP is not required to attend 
but is encouraged, according 
to the event page.

On Monday, Jan. 13, incom-
ing First Lady Maureen Braun 
will host an 8:30 a.m. break-
fast honoring Indiana’s female 
entrepreneurs, with tickets 
starting at $30.

At 9:30 a.m., doors will open 
to the Hilbert Circle Theatre 
— where the inauguration and 
swearing-in will take place 
at 11 a.m. Alongside Braun, 
Micah Beckwith will be sworn 
in as lieutenant governor and 
Todd Rokita will be sworn in 
as attorney general.

CALEB AMICK
CNHI NEWS INDIANA

ANDERSON — With some expecting the 
Indiana General Assembly to begin discus-
sions on a statewide comprehensive water 
plan during the upcoming legislative session, 
advocates say there’s more to consider.

The idea of a comprehensive water plan 
recently made headlines after the Indiana 
Chamber of Commerce recommended its 
adoption in a report earlier this year.

Water planning discussions have become 
prominent as plans continue to move forward 
on the LEAP District in Boone County, which 
calls for millions of gallons of water to be piped 
into the area to sustain the industrial project.

The LEAP Lebanon project has raised con-
cerns among some local residents who have 
openly wondered if there would be enough 
water to sustain farming operations and other 
infrastructure.

Maria Jose Iturbide-Chang, water policy 
director for the Hoosier Environmental Coun-
cil, believes residents’ worries are justified, 
but said action can be taken to ensure Hoo-
siers have water for years to come.

These actions, she said, begin with protect-
ing and sustaining wetlands, which capture 
significant amounts of rainwater.

“Even though we see isolated wetlands and 
we think that they’re not important, they 
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VISITATIONS AND SERVICES

Susan L. ‘Sue’ Birge – Service: 11 a.m. today at 
Myers Mortuary, 1502 N. Lebanon St., Lebanon. 
Visitation: Two hours prior to the service.

James S. ‘Jim’ Eggers – Celebration of Life: 
5 p.m. Dec. 1 at Day & Deremiah-Frye Funeral 
Home, 4150 E. Third St., Bloomington. Visitation: 
Two hours prior to the service.
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Leaders talk 
energy, taxes

Indiana’s farmers and 
Trump’s dilemma
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Advocates: Protection for wetlands 
crucial for future water availability

CNHI News Indiana fi le photos

Low water levels in the Wabash River near the Wabashiki Trail in Sugar Creek Township, near Terre Haute, allow birds easier access to 
fi sh, as seen in this 2021 fi le photo. Environmental experts are concerned that in the long term, a proposed pipeline along the river could 
dry up nearby wetlands and fl oodplain wetlands.

“Fun on Purpose” was had on the White River 
between Yorktown and Daleville in 2023. The 
fun was a canoe race. The purpose was to 
present the White River Alliance’s fi rst-ever 
White River Report Card. See WETLANDS  on 3

Details of 
Gov.-elect 

inauguration 
have been set

See BRAUN  on 3

MARIA FLORA
MARIA .FLOR A@ REPORTER.NET

The Lebanon Rock Church will 
offer its 40th annual free Commu-
nity Thanksgiving meal on Thursday.

Serving is open from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. for anyone in the community 
who wants a Thanksgiving meal for 
either dining it at the church at 504 
E. Elm St., Lebanon, or carry out. 
Delivery is also available.

Last year the church and 73 com-
munity volunteers prepared and 
served 850 meals. They served 837 
meals the year before and expect to 
grow again this year.

More volunteers are needed begin-
ning Tuesday to help with tasks such 
as cooking, cleaning, serving and 
delivering meals.

They will cook and prepare more 
than 50 turkeys beginning at 7 a.m. 

Tuesday, and volun-
teers are invited to 
pop by to help, Pas-
tor Matt Skiles said.

“This dinner has 
become an annual 
event in our com-
munity, and it is 
now a n a n nua l 
occurrence that 
several of our vol-
unteers from the 
previous year return and volun-
teer this year, making this a part 
of their families’ holiday tradition,” 
Skiles said. “We couldn’t make this 
outreach effort happen without the 
generous support from local busi-
nesses, agencies, and volunteers 
throughout the community.”

Volunteers will deliver meals to 
homes and to the Boone County Jail 
for staff and inmates. Police and 

other emergency workers are encour-
aged to come in for meals to carry 
back to others at their stations.

The church also relies on monetary 
donations from the community and 
is accepting them now.

“As you can imagine, the need is 
great,” Skiles said. “Due to economic 
conditions and other circumstances 
facing families and individuals, 
many people will partake in our 
community Thanksgiving dinner. 
This will, of course, increase the 
number of meals we serve. We are 
blessed and thankful that we can 
provide meals to so many people 
each year and expect the number to 
increase.

“Generous donations from the 
community help us serve our neigh-
bors with hospitality on this special 

Volunteers needed for annual community Thanksgiving dinner

Maria Flora I The Lebanon Reporter

Kroger in Lebanon offered turkeys at a discount Tuesday. Kroger has 
donated food over the years to the Rock Church’s annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner.

Pastor Matt 
Skiles

See VOLUNTEERS  on 3
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Logansport resident David Wood-
ruff began using drugs at the age of 
12 as a form of self-medication for 
how he was being treated at home. 
The drug use escalated throughout 
the years, with him ending up home-

less and in prison 
mu lt iple  t i me s . 
Because of drug 
usage and sales, he 
said he never had 
his own place.

A f t e r  b e i n g 
released from prison 
three years ago, he 
vowed he would 
do everything dif-
ferently. He was 
brought to the Emmaus Mission 
Center during the last week of his 

work release, where he stayed for six 
months working as its cook. At the 
end of that six months, he was able 
to get his own place, and he has now 
lived there for almost two years.

“I’ve just been going up,” Woodruff 
said.

Several Cass County residents like 
Woodruff have experienced or are 
currently experiencing homeless-
ness, with many factors tying into 
how and why. The Pharos-Tribune 
spoke with several agencies and oth-
ers affected by homelessness to gain 

a better understand-
ing of the issue.

HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing 
and Urban Devel-
opment, or HUD, 
defines a person or 
family as homeless 
if they lack a fixed, 
regular and adequate nighttime res-
idence, will lose that residence soon 

or are fleeing or attempting to flee 
domestic violence. Emmaus Mis-
sion Center director Jason Mitchell 
said there are different categories for 
homelessness, including those who 
are unsheltered homeless.

“As far as unsheltered homeless, 
so we’re talking people out on the 
street, from what the people we’ve 
worked with at Logansport Street 
Outreach and talking directly to 
the folks there, they approximate 

Cass County agencies grapple with homelessness
Lack of low-income 
housing plays role

Jason 
Mitchell

STAFF REPORT

Tyson Foods has released a state-
ment in regard to the allegations the 
company is trafficking migrants and 
employing minors.

“As we have stated previously, 
everyone working at our Logansport 
facility is legally authorized to do 
so and the majority of those team 
members are American citizens 
or permanent residents,” said a 
spokesperson from Tyson. “We are 
committed to operating our business 
legally and have policies in place to 
prevent the recruitment or use of any 
illegal labor across our supply chain. 
We are complying with this request 
and demonstrating how seriously 
we follow all labor laws and regula-
tions.”

The allegations are part of an 
investigation led by Indiana attor-
ney general Todd Rokita.

Rokita announced in a press 
release Wednesday that Logansport’s 
Tyson Foods was sent a civil inves-
tigative demand (CID) that seeks 
information related to human labor 
trafficking.

The press release said the CID 
comes in regards to “reported con-
cerns about a largescale influx of 
illegal aliens and “legal migrants” 
into local communities.” Tyson has 
until Dec. 4, 2024 to respond to the 
CID.

A CID is a type of subpoena seek-
ing documents or information and 
does not necessarily mean those who 
receive it are under investigation. 
CIDs can be used to obtain infor-
mation from third parties about the 
actual source of an investigation.

Earlier in the month, Rokita sent 
CIDs to the Cass County Health 
Department and the Logansport 
Community School Corporation.

LSCS requested an extension in 
gathering the information asked for 
in the CID. The original deadline of 
Friday, Nov. 22 has been changed 
to Sunday, Dec. 22, Superintendent 
Michelle Starkey said in an email.

Starkey said a lot of the questions 
the CID asked pertained to informa-
tion that the school corporation does 
not document. One such question 
was where migrant students work 
when not in school and how much 
they are paid.

Tyson: 
Everyone 
working is 
authorized

Statement made in 
response to Rokita

SUE LOUGHLIN
CNHI NEWS INDIANA

On stage at The Mill in Terre 
Haute as a concert was about to 
begin in August, Indiana State 
University President Mike Godard 
shouted out to the audience — 
many of them ISU students — “I 
wonder if they are going to play 
‘Hot to Go’ tonight?”

And the crowd responded, “This 
is a Ludacris concert.”

The song “Hot to Go” by Chap-
pell Roan had blown up over the 
summer, and a national social 
media trend had started in which 
someone would say, in jest, “I hope 
they play ‘Hot to Go.’ Then some-
one else points out: Not here; this 
isn’t a Chappell Roan concert.

ISU’s Tik Tok video has gar-
nered many views, and it was the 
brainchild of Marbella Ramos, 
the university’s new social media 
manager who is making waves 
with her fun, relatable videos 
that are bringing lots of positive 
attention to the university. More 
importantly, they are engaging 
prospective and current students.

Ramos picked up on the “Hot to 
Go” national trend,.

“I was like, I can easily apply 
this to our university,” she said in 
an interview. “That’s how a lot of 
things go. I find these trends and 
alter them a little bit to where they 
apply to our university and how I 
can connect with our students.”

Ramos, a recent ISU graduate 
now pursuing her master’s at the 

school, has done random inter-
views with students, captured 
President Godard in both serious 
and light-hearted moments and 
given faculty a forum to talk about 
their unique programs.

She’s being sought after by dif-
ferent student organizations to 
help promote their events.

Her work has helped give 
ISU’s new president a platform 
that shows his engagement with 
students, campus and the com-
munity.

As ISU works to increase enroll-
ment after a decline in students 
that’s persisted for years, officials 
recognize the importance of social 
media in accomplishing that goal.

“Social media plays a vital role 
in helping prospective students 

decide where they are going to go 
to college,” Godard said.

Since taking the role of social 
media manager, “Marbella has 
elevated our channels to unseen 
levels and made an immediate 
impact through increased engage-
ment” and an improved online 
presence that alums, students, 
community members and pro-
spective students can all connect 
with, Godard said.

REACHING PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENTS 

Increasingly, social media is a 
key component in reaching out to 
prospective students.

“Social media is absolutely 

Making Connections

Universities are upping their social media games

Joseph C. Garza | CNHI News Indiana

Marbella Ramos is Indiana State University’s new social media manager and hopes to elevate the university’s media presence and 
present an authentic image of ISU.

See AGENCIES  on A11

David 
Woodruff

See MEDIA  on A10
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A SECOND-HALF BLITZ
Indiana State rolls over Chicago State 97-61,

Named Indiana’s best daily 
newspaper by the Hoosier 

State Press Association

TRIBUNE-STAR 
CHRISTMAS BASKET FUND

 ■Since 1924 the 
Tribune-Star and its 
employees have raised 
funds for Christmas 
baskets to help feed 
families in need.

 ■This year’s goal 
for the Tribune-Star 
Christmas Basket 
Fund is $25,000, which will provide bountiful Christmas 
dinners to 500 families.

 ■More volunteers are no longer needed.

Beginning balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Judy Robinson, in memory of 
my husband Larry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100                  

In memory of Gordon & 
Nellie Harr Jackson   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800

To donate:
Please mail donations to: Tribune-Star, Attention 
Christmas Basket Fund, P.O. Box 149, Terre Haute, IN 
47808. Donations can also be made online at 
wvcf.org/funds/tribstarchristmasbasketfund.

By Sue Loughlin
Tribune-Star

On stage at The Mill in Terre 
Haute as a concert was about to 
begin in August, Indiana State 
University President Mike Godard 
shouted out to the audience — 
many of them ISU students — “I 

wonder if they are going to play 
‘Hot to Go’ tonight?”

And the crowd responded, “This 
is a Ludacris concert.”

The song “Hot to Go” by Chap-
pell Roan had blown up over the 
summer, and a national social 
media trend had started in which 
someone would say, in jest, “I hope 

they play ‘Hot to Go.’ Then some-
one else points out: Not here; this 
isn’t a Chappell Roan concert.

ISU’s TikTok video has garnered 
many views, and it was the brain-
child of Marbella Ramos, the uni-
versity’s new social media manager 
who is making waves with her fun, 
relatable videos that are bringing 
lots of positive attention to the uni-
versity. More importantly, they are 
engaging prospective and current 
students.

Universities are upping their social media games
Many, including ISU, have a social media 

manager to help attract students
Marbella Ramos is 
Indiana State Uni-
versity’s new social 
media manager 
and hopes to ele-
vate the university’s 
media presence 
and present an 
authentic image 
of ISU. Here, she 
poses for a photo 
on the Indiana State 
University campus 
Wednesday.Turn to SOCIAL, A4

An awkward national spotlight turns toward 
Terre Haute whenever federal death penalty cases 
arise.

Such moments have been rare for most of the 
past 31 years, except for one unusual period.

And, with former President 
Donald Trump returning to the 
White House in 2025, many won-
der if a similar spate could lie 
ahead. Three years into Trump’s 
first term, his administration 
carried out a flurry of federal 
executions — all at Terre Haute 
— unmatched by any presidency 
since Grover Cleveland in the 
19th century.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland placed a moratorium 

on federal executions under Trump’s successor, 
President Joe Biden, to review death penalty poli-
cies and procedures, including concerns about its 
unequal use and wrongful convictions. No execu-
tions have occurred since January 2021.

But in the lead-up to Trump’s victory in the 
2024 election, he vowed to resume federal exe-
cutions and expand its use for people convicted 
of drug and human trafficking, child rapists and 
migrants convicted of killing U.S. citizens and law 
officers.

Will Terre Haute again become an epicenter 
for a run of executions like the summer, fall and 
winter of 2020-21?

Use of federal death 
penalty could return with 

Trump administration

MARK
BENNETT
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By David Kronke
Tribune-Star

Sugar Creek Consolidated Elemen-
tary School fifth-grade teacher 
Kathryn Rademacher-Smith’s class-
room is the rare one that boasts a 

kitchen with a fridge and oven adjacent 
to the desks, so it shouldn’t be a surprise 
that on this Friday its air is aromatic 
with the scent of cinnamon.

Students have baked themselves 
apple turnovers and created butter by 
shaking buttermilk in little jars. It’s all 
for a little snack they’ll enjoy later in the 
afternoon.

Welcome to Colonial Day, which has 
become an annual Consolidated tradi-

tion allowing students to set aside their 
textbooks for a day and make not just 
pastries but candles, ink, Native Ameri-
can rattles and write with old-fashioned 
quill pens.

The event comes courtesy of a $750 
grant from the Vigo County Education 
Foundation.

Foundation Executive Director Jane 
Nichols explained, “We raise funds to 
empower teachers to bring more creative, 
hands-on learning to their classrooms. 
These are the things kids remember. This 
is what’s important — the experiences, the 
extra things. Are they going to remem-
ber the tests they take? No. But they’re 
going to remember making butter.”

CONNECTING 
TO THE PAST

Students learn what life was like in Colonial times

Tribune-Star/Joseph C. Garza

Abby Kanavy, a fi fth-grader at Sugar Creek Consolidated Elementary, takes another look at the candle she just made as part of 
Colonial Days on Friday at the school in West Terre Haute.

Sugar Creek 
Consolidated 
Elementary 
School fi fth 
grader Con-
nor Trout 
proudly 
shows off his 
rattle, a stick 
wrapped in 
yarn and 
accented 
with beads, 
on Friday at 
the school in 
West Terre 
Haute.

Tribune-Star/
Joseph C. Garza 
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HISTORY 
Today is Tuesday, Nov. 
19, the 324th day of 2024. 
There are 42 days left in 
the year.
Today’s Highlight in 
History: On Nov. 19, 1863, 
President Abraham Lincoln 
delivered the Gettysburg 
Address at the dedication 
of a national cemetery at 
the site of the Civil War 
battlefield of Gettysburg in 
Pennsylvania.
On this date:
•  In 1959, Ford Motor 

Co. announced it was 
halting production of the 
unpopular Edsel.

•  In 1969, Apollo 12 
astronauts Charles 
Conrad and Alan Bean 
made the second 
crewed landing on the 
moon.

•  In 2017, Charles Manson, 
the cult leader behind 
the murders of actress 
Sharon Tate and six 
others in Los Angeles in 
1969, died in a California 
hospital at the age of 
83 after nearly a half-
century in prison.

LET’S MEET
Barr-Reeve school 
board, Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
administrative office.
Washington Community 
Schools board, Thursday, 
7 p.m., central office.

TO SUBSCRIBE
812-254-0480, ext. 310131

To submit an obituary, 
visit obituaries.
washtimesherald.com. 

Today: Showers likely. 
High of 70, low of 44.
Tomorrow: Partly cloudy 
with a low of 34.
Full report, Page 10

WEATHER

SUBMIT NEWS
•  newsroom@

washtimesherald.com
•  812-254-0480, ext. 310110

WashTimesHerald.com 
and on social media

ONLINE

MIKE GRANT
TIMES HER ALD

LOOGOOTEE —A big holiday 
event is set to help out the Loogoo-
tee Public Library. The Friends of 
the Library are hosting the second 
annual Christmas Tree Jubilee Sat-
urday at the Loogootee Methodist 
Church.

“The Friends put this on the raise 
money for the library,” said Loogoo-
tee Library Director Darla Wagler. 
“They invite organizations, indi-
viduals and businesses to decorate 
and donate trees and other holiday 
decorations and Christmas themed 
items.”

The donors can drop off the items 
at the library or at the Methodist 
church before the event, and then 
people will have a chance to look 
them over before the auction begins.

“They can be dropped off at the 
library or the Methodist Church on 
Nov. 22 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
and then we will have a preview of 
the items to be auctioned from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.,” said Wagler. “We will then 
have a live auction on Saturday Nov, 
23 at 10 a.m.”

Wagler says several trees have 
already begun arriving at the library.

“We have one from the Martin 
County Cancer Services, Café Corner 
donated a wooden tree, several indi-
viduals, CVS Pharmacy girls, and 
the library will have three trees,” she 
said. “We will also have other trees 
but those have not arrived yet.”

Wagler points out that the event is 
about more than trees and includes 
some things people might want to 
purchase at gifts.

“We have a $50 gift certificate for 
a small dog groom at Finesse Pet 
Grooming,” she said. “Bullseye Auto 
Wash donated two VIP auto wash 
coupons. Bally’s Casino in Evans-
ville donated a gift certificate with a 
$200 value for an overnight stay and 
dinner for two at the Sports Book 
and Bar. Some organizations have 
donated loaded gift bags and people 
would be able to just buy those and 
put them under the tree.”

All of the money raised at the event 
will go to the library and in particu-
lar to one specific need.

“The money we raise from this 
auction will go toward the library’s 

Christmas 
trees to help 
Loogootee 

library

NIKKI KELLY 
INDIANA CAPITAL CHRONICLE

Attorneys for convicted murderer 
Joseph Corcoran on Friday filed for 
a stay of execution, arguing it’s cruel 
and unusual punishment to execute 
someone who is seriously mentally 
ill.

“Mr. Corcoran’s paranoid schizo-
phrenia completely removes him 
from reality. He cannot distinguish 
between reality and his delusions 
and hallucinations — his delusions 
are his reality,” the filing said.

“The evolv ing standards of 
decency prohibit Mr. Corcoran’s 
execution and require reversal of 
his death sentence.”

Corcoran was convicted of mur-

dering four people in Fort Wayne in 
1997 and was sentenced to death in 
1999.

It wasn’t until earlier this sum-
mer, in June, that Indiana Attorney 
General Todd Rokita filed to sched-
ule an execution date. That was 
after the state obtained pentobar-
bital, a lethal drug increasingly 
being used around the country to 
carry out death warrants. Corcor-
an’s execution — scheduled for Dec. 
18 — would be the first in Indiana 
since 2009.

“For virtually his entire life, Mr. 
Corcoran has been plagued by 
symptoms of psychosis and cogni-
tive dysfunction. These symptoms 
continue to this day, and numer-
ous mental health experts have 

diagnosed him with paranoid 
schizophrenia or precursors to the 
schizophrenic diagnosis,” the filing 
said. “There is colorable evidence 
that Mr. Corcoran’s death sentence 
and execution violate the Eighth 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution and Article One, Sec-
tion 16 to the Indiana Constitution 
because he is seriously mentally ill.

“It is unchallengeable and law 
of this case as to the extent of the 
seriousness of the mental illness – 
paranoid schizophrenia.”

The filing said a growing num-
ber of states prohibit the execution 
of seriously mentally ill individu-
als. It specifically notes that Ohio 

Corcoran attorneys 
seek stay of execution

Photo illustration by Casey Smith | Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana’s governor and attorney general have asked to set an execution date for Fort Wayne’s Joseph 
Corcoran, who was convicted in a 1997 quadruple homicide. 

 Defense fights on basis of mental illness

Photo provided

This tree from Martin County 
Cancer Services will be one of 
a number of trees and items up 
for auction by the Friends of the 
Loogootee Library Saturday at the 
Loogootee Methodist Church.

LOLITA C. BALDOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President-elect 
Donald Trump’s nominee for defense 
secretary, Pete Hegseth, has reig-
nited a debate that many thought 
had been long settled: Should women 
be allowed to serve their country by 
fighting on the front lines?

The former Fox News commentator 
has made it clear, in his own book and 
in interviews, that he believes men 
and women should not serve together 
in combat units. If Hegseth is con-
firmed by the Senate, he could try to 
end the Pentagon’s nearly decade-old 
practice of making all combat jobs 
open to women.

“I’m straight up just saying we 
should not have women in combat 
roles. It hasn’t made us more effec-
tive. Hasn’t made us more lethal. Has 
made fighting more complicated,” he 
said in a podcast hosted by Shawn 
Ryan on Nov. 7. Women have a place 
in the military, he said, just not in spe-
cial operations, artillery, infantry and 
armor units.

Hegseth’s remarks generated a bar-
rage of praise and condemnation. And 
they raised a question:

“Who’s going to replace them? Men? 
And we’re having trouble recruiting 
men into the Army right now,” said 
Lory Manning, a retired Navy captain 
who works with the Service Women’s 
Action Network.

The military services have struggled 
for years to meet recruiting goals, fac-
ing stiff competition from companies 
that pay more and offer similar or 
better benefits. And a growing popula-
tion of young people aren’t interested 
in joining or can’t meet the physical, 
academic and moral requirements.

Removing women from contention 
for jobs, said Manning, could force the 
services to lower standards to bring 
in more men who have not graduated 
high school, have criminal records or 
score too low on physical and mental 
tests.

Lawmakers are divided on Hegs-
eth’s views.

“Where do you think I lost my legs, 
in a bar fight? I’m pretty sure I was in 
combat when that happened,” snapped 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., in an 
CNN interview last Wednesday after 
Trump’s selection was announced.

Duckworth, who flew combat mis-
sions in Iraq and lost both legs when 
her helicopter was hit, added, “It just 
shows how out of touch he is with the 
nature of modern warfare if he thinks 
that we can keep women behind that 
sort of imaginary line.”

Should women be allowed to fight on the front 
lines? Trump’s defense pick reignites the debate

“I’m straight up just 
saying we should not 
have women in combat 
roles. It hasn’t made us 
more effective. Hasn’t 
made us more lethal. 
Has made fighting 
more complicated.”
PETE HEGSETH
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