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LOST HIS LEG, (™
BUT NOW HE’S |
WALKING AGAIN F
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Story by Robbie Edwards

Every family has their own town and you may think, well that days and even years researching and
history and that box or album of was in the ‘50s or ‘60s but that is our compiling information as well as
old photos with stories that are history and in another 10 or 15 years identifying people and things in old
shared among the generations. those people who made that historyis  photographs.

Three ladies from the Hamilton going to be gone,” Faruzzi Faruzzi said
County Historical Society are 3 they are now
looking V4 reaching out to
for those the community
stories and more than
information ever to help
to help them expand
them piece on several
together the different
rich history projects
of Hamilton that they
County that have been
they fear working on.
will be lost. Each of

Miki the women
Faruzzi said have a
it is more certain
important focus of
than ever research
to get the that
missing pieces they are
of history of working
this area. on

“Especially although
when you - . the three work hand in
think about the . Sald,‘ hand in all the work they do.
services stations, the cafes and Faruzzi, Donetta Malone and Doris “Donetta is working on the names

Nelson have spent countless hours,

the different businesses that were in and locations and the names of all the

artin’s [[:

L] \
Catering ¢ T INEES L
' DINNER MENU AMeats
SI HCée 19 ?5 Roast Beef « Fried Chicken ¢ Turkey * Pork Roast * Baked Ham * BBQ Pork Roast « Baked Ham « BBQ Pork Chops * Boneless

Chicken Breast « Meatloaf « Smoked Chicken + Baked Pork Chops * Lasagna * Smoked Pork Loin

Gatering Fo You Vpgetables & Salad

412 E Main Street - Benton, IL . (CHOICE OF FIVE)
. . . Roasted Potatoes « Mashed Potatoes « Garlic Mashed Potatoes * Scalloped Potatoes * Baked Potatoes * Potato Salad * Sweet
Full Service Caterlng SpeCIalS Potatoes + Dressing * Green Beans » Corn » Corn Casserole « Baby Carrots * Green Bean Casserole + Baked Beans * Broccoli w/

Cheese Sauce * Cauliflower w/Cheese Sauce * Macaroni & Cheese « Relish Tray « Slaw * 7 Layer Salad « Broccoli/Clauliflower
Salad - Tossed Salad - Pasta Salad

618-927-2627 | 877-435-6166 Mol Tovclsecdos

y ' (CHOICE OF TWO)
www’ martlnscaterlng' net Rolls + Home Made Dessert « Cakes * Fruit Salad & Pies * Drinks: Coffee, Tea (sweet & unsweet) or Lemonade
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gas stations and service stations also
all the cafes,” and Doris is working on
everything,” Faruzzi said with a smile.
Faruzzi said along with the gas and
service stations they are also working
on locating and all the hotels that used
to be inside the city limits and assisting
the fire department on gathering
information on past fire chiefs.
“We have been helping out
the fire department trying to
compile historical information
on all the different fire chief
because a lot of them are not
even mentioned,” Faruzzi said.
Faruzzi said Nelson has been going
though the old city records to find
any mention of past fire chiefs.
“If we can find the names then we

there is a lot
young and old
can learn.

“A lot of
people don't
realize that
from 1900
to 1910
there were
10,000 people
who lived
within the
city limits of
McLeansboro
and all these
business and
that was going
on here,”
Faruzzi said.

Photos by Robbie Edwards

horses here in older to race them”

will try and track down the families Faruzzi said even the old Hamilton Even with all the ipforrpation,
of these men,” Faruzzi said. “We are County Fair has an interesting fact pictures and other hlS.tOI‘IC.al records
trying to nail down all the information  about it. She said in the early 1900s at the McCoy Memorial Library, the

ladies say there are just as many pieces

to the puzzles that need to be be filled.
Faruzzi said she and the other

ladies hope that a younger

generation would get involved and

to get excited about history that

way the torch can be passed on.

we can with the sketchy records city and county officials decided
that we have, unfortunately a lot of they no longer wanted the fair.
that information was lost so we are “So it was moved to DuQuoin,
trying to piece it back together.” so that DuQuoin fair started out
Faruzzi said a lot of people don’t that big here,” Faruzzi said. “At that
realize some of the interesting facts time, people would come from
that make up McLeansboro and other counties to bring their race

Makin’ Dirt
Look GOOD!

SPECIALIZING IN:

- Bulldozer - Scraper

- Trackhoe - Rock Delivery
- Backhoe - Dirt Delivery

- Trenching - Snow Removal

- Skid-Steer - Mowing/Lawn Services

FREE ESTIMATES e OVER 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Brinkley & Sons, Excavating Lic

visa 8.

< el

We are now accepting
credit cards.

F026302642194
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“We want them to get excited about
what was here and what you pass
everyday you didn't realize what was
there,” Donetta Malone said. “There is
just so much of that out there and its just
exciting to ask people to bring forward
pictures they never even thought about.”
Malone said once people start looking
at the old photos they have they will
start reminiscing and that is when
small findings turn into the missing
name or place that the Genealogy
Department has been searching for.

* Carpet & Tile - Shqw, Wha vk,
Beaulieu

* Cabinets & Countertops
Quartz & Formica >

+ Hardwood & Laminate

+ Now Stocking Precut Studs
& 5/8 & 7/16 0SB

Cell 618-237-3021 - Ph: 618-643-3705

B of photo

The women said a lot of people have boxes

s that they don't realize could be the

missing photo they have been searching for.

The ladies welcome anyone to bring
any photos, information, family stories
or anything that could help them.

“We invite them to come up here, nothing is
too trivial,” Malone said. “We will even come
to them we have been everyplace to try and
track these things down,” Malone said.
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HARRE

P.0. Box 37
310 W. Randoph St. "=~
McLeansboro, IL 62859 '

| 618-643-2011

harrefuneralhome@yahoo.com
Dahlgren 618-736-2146

F026302180194

/STl
SPORTING GOODS

5 Williamson Dr., Suite 100
Fairfield, lllinois 62837
(618) 842-4048

Fairfield Printin / 4 . ~Wylic .
> 8 Custom Embrocideny and Stk Screening
> SHIRTS » HATS » JACKETS
..AND MUCH MORE
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Strong Foundations for High Expectations A AA‘M ‘ i OMCW

ALL STEEL PRE-ENGINEERED BUILDINGS

SALES
Jason Burke
(618)231-1123
4 McLeansboro, IL §
62859

Providing quality in-home service since 1979

F026304469194

The President is Dirk Allison.

From companionship to specialized home health
care, Addus HomeCare’s services are designed to
make our choice easier... to remain independent at

Appliance Repair 618-927-2222 home.

Home Alarm/Automation
Self Monitored Camera Systems

From the beginning Addus served and continues to
provide services for the following counties: Wabash,

Appliance Repair Edwards, Wayne, White, Hamilton, Lawrence,

Richland, Jasper and Crawford.

Factory Authorized Warranty Service

Addus HomeCare is a nationally recognized
Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators, provider of high quality health care services and
Stoves, Dishwashers, Microwaves, Gordon Windings .
: j . supplemental health care staffing. Addus provides
Freezers, Window Air Conditioners McLeansboro, IL . . . .
comprehensive health care services including

skilled nursing, personal care aides, respiratory

Services Offered therapy, rehabilitation, correctional health services
«Walk-in vaccinations such as the flu, . . .
pneumonia, and shingles vaccine. and medical equipment and supplies.
» Medication box/planner filling
* Convenient drive-thru . . L
+ Accept all insurance plans It is the primary mission of Addus HomeCare to
* Provide medical equipment such as . he health d llbei f
You Asked, We Listened nebulizers, walkers, wheelchairs improve the health and wellbeing of our consumers
York Pharmacy Now Has The Ability To Process Your FSA and HSA Cards through the provision of quality, cost-effective

health care services and products.
Seruing the people of Famdilton County for over 40 yeara.

They will accomplish their goals by fostering

Refill your medications by phone or online by using our mobile app

Y k ph Call Us today at 643-3524 to speak directly to a person an environment in which their employees
{)r armac Store Hours Monday-Friday 9am-5pm Sat 9am-12:30pm h . . 11 d d h . ..
Located on South Side of Square in McLeansbaro enthusiastically support and advance their mission.
111 204860941

Rewards for accomplishing that mission include
pride in their organization, contribution to the
community and reasonable profit.

The Mt. Carmel office is located at

ave Of A[@parEH 1524 West 9th St. in Mt. Carmel.

For questions, comments or more information

Sales Rep ¢ Gregg & Crystal Baker

(618) 643-2210 Call: 618-263-4311
112 E. Market St. McLeansboro, IL 62859 Toll Free: 1-800-347-4311

splashinkshirts@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebookn Open Since 2014

022504462941

032700049942
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Story by Pat Russell

Looking eqyj

It’s hard to imagine today’s
McLeansboro as nothing but
wooded hills and valleys with forests
all around that were full of wild,
fierce and dangerous animals. It’s
also hard to imagine the swamp
lands that existed in areas out from
McLeansboro that were later drained
to become fertile farm land.

We are told that it wasn’t until
around Abraham
Lincoln’s birth
in 1809 that the
first white men
settled here.

Oh, not in the
very area where
McLeansboro sits
but in the forests
and areas around.
Perhaps 100

or less families
log cabins were
widely scattered
in the county.
Before that, this
was the home of
the Indian; proof
being the stone
age artifacts that
have been found
in the county.

After roaming
the hills of this area, Dr. Willliam
Byars McLean, who lived in Christian
County, Kentucky, at that time,
entered his quarter section of land on
September 9, 1818 at Shawneetown.
At that time his new land here was
near the center of west township,
White County, and some of his nearest
neighbors were his former neighbors
and acquaintances in Kentucky.

In 1821 Dr. William Byars
McLean owned the land that
was the original McLeansboro
(McLeansborough) and where much
of the present city was platted.

It was Feb. 8, 1821, that the western
part of White County was approved
by the State Legislature to be seperated
and a new County; the County of

8

back g4t the

Hamilton to be formed. It was named
for Alexander Hamilton, who was

a statesman, author, soldier and the
first Secretary of the Treasurary

of the Untied States. Also on that
same date, five men were appointed
Commissioners to set the county
seat in Hamilton County. Only

three of the Commissioners met on
April 9, 1821, for their first County

Commissioners Court at the cabin
home of John Anderson, who was
a pioneer from Kentucky. His cabin
was in the southeast corner of today’s
fairgrounds.The commissioners were
Joel Pace from Jefferson County,
Samuel Leach from Wayne County,
and James Ratcliff from White
County. These men chose a twenty
acre tract, which was a part of the
farm of Dr. William Byars McLean
to be the county seat. They marked a
black Oak tree with the letter C in the
center of this twenty acres after Dr.
McLean donated this to the County.
Twenty more acres were later added
and a deed for forty acres of land was
made by Dr. William B. McLean and
his wife Margaret for the original town

el eanstore N

Y Years

of McLeansboro (McLeansborough)
but the deed wasn’t recorded until June
8, 1823, two years after the agreement
and $1,000 was shown to be the
consideration. This money was from
the sale of lots after the surveying

and platting cost was taken out.

McLeansboro was named from Dr.
William Byars
McLean.

It was also on
April 1821 when
the first County
Commissioners:
William
Wheeler,
Townsend
Tarleton
and Little-

Page Proctor
were elected
with Jesse C.
Lockwood
elected clerk

of the court

at the first
session of the
Commissioners
court. They
advertised

to let out the
contract to build a courthouse. At this
meeting Thomas Sloo, Jr., the county
surveyor was employed to survey
and make a plat of the town. It was
on June 2, 1821 that Thomas Sloo, Jr.
surveyed it and it contained eighty-
four lots. He also reserved a large
courthouse square for the County.

Dr. McLean’s log cabin home was
not in the original town but on the
side of a hill immediately to the east
of what is now Locust Street. It was
McLeansboroughss first stage station.

Two men born in McLeansboro
became State Governors. John Stelle
and Henry Clay Warmouth, who
was born in a little log house on the
north side of the public square on
May 9, 1842. He was the grandson
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of the State Senator Leven Lane. Mr.
Warmoth was a lawyer and after his
service in the Civil War, he was elected
Governor of Louisiana in 1868.

McLeansboro was incorporated
in 1842. The first additions were
Marshall's and Heard’s which
were made in 1854. McLeansboro
was incorporated as a village
in 1874 and a city in 1886.

Records indicate that a two-story
courthouse of log was built by
Benjamin Hood for $379. The contract
was let in September 1821 to William
Hall to build a log jail for $780. The
log courthouse was replaced by a brick
one in 1840-’43, which burned in
1894 and was not replaced until our
present courthouse was built in 1938
and dedicated on October 20, 1939.

James Hall was the first Sheriff.

Lemuel Powell fitted a large room in
his house and superintended a Sunday
School there before McLeansboro had
a church. The house was later a part
of the Commercial Hotel, owned by
E M. Blades, the father of the baseball
star, Ray Blades of the Cardinals.

The first church in McLeansboro

was a frame Methodist Episcopal
Church. It was destroyed by fire and
for years church services and Sunday
School was held in the old Colonial
courthouse. Judge Samuel Scott
Marshall was a Congressman that
often quoted the Bible in Congress.
One day after quoting from the Bible,
a fellow colleague from Philadelphia
rose and stated that the Congressman
from Illinois who quotes so fluently
from the Bible, lives in a town without
a single church house. When he
returned to McLeansboro he resolved
to work to get a church building built.
In no time the Presbyterian Church
was built in the Heard’s Addition on
South Washington Street. This was
known as the old school Presbyterian
Church. It later was devided and
was organized as the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church in 1850.
McLeansboro began in 1821 with
a spacious court yard and still has
the most spacious one around. As
today, the streets around the square
were Washington, Main, Jackson, and
Market. There were eighty-four lots
around the outside of these streets and

on the outside of the lots there was
South Border Street (now Cherry);
East Border Street (now Locust); North
Border Street (now Jefferson) and West
Border Street (now pearl). This was the
original town of McLeansborough.

In 2021 McLeansboro will be 200
years old and the city, as well as the
Hamilton County Historical Society
are planning some special events.

:

ENFIELD
PACKING
PLANT

Montmorency Tart Cherry Juice Concentrate

From 1 Ib. to the Whole Cow

Beef, Pork - Locally Raised

421 Brockett St., Enfield, IL
Custom Processing, Retail Sales

(618) 968-2813

York Pharmacy @

Mcleansboro, IL 62859

Email: yorkph@frontier.com
Website: www.yorkpharmacy.com

HealthMart.

PHARMACY

Phone: (618) 643-3524

Fax: (618) 643-2315

York Pharmacy offers all your medication needs, MTM services, vaccinations,
and durable medical equipment such as wheelchairs and nebulizers.
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Education important part of community

By Jeff Fetcho, Unit 10 Superintendent

Has education really changed over the years? Well, it
depends on how you view the big picture. If you look from
the perspective of education to mean students having an
opportunity to learn and plan for their future, you realize
that education has not seen much of a change. However,
if you look at it from the changes in communication and
methods of teaching, education has changed dramatically.
While the material students learn is still somewhat similar,
the methods teachers now use to deliver instruction is vastly
different. Why have these dramatic education reforms
happened? One does not have to look much farther than
a national report published in 1983 entitled “A Nation at
Risk”. This report generated a strong push for new teacher
evaluations, standards, new curricula, and new tests. From
there, you begin adding in the fast-paced advancement
in technology, and you can quickly see the dramatic
changes that have taken place in our nation’s schools.

The enormous amount of paperwork required for
today’s teacher evaluations has decreased the time for
meaningful conversations that administrators use to
have with their teachers. Likewise, teachers and students
spend less time in meaningful discussions and more
time worrying about the tests that will help decide
those teacher’s evaluations scores and quite possibly, the
student’s possible college options. Teachers use to be
evaluated on how well they knew their content, delivery
of instruction, classroom management, etc. but with the
latest legislation, student growth - often measured by
standardized tests - now plays a significant factor in the
teacher evaluation process. The standardized tests have
been an ever changing, moving target over the last 20 years
(IGAP, Goals 2000, ISAT, PSAE, ACT, and now PARCC).
In addition to standardized tests being a major factor in
teacher evaluations, those very tests have become the main
indicator of how schools are perceived to be performing.

One shortfall that “A Nation at Risk” failed to address
in any detail was standardized testing, which was later
addressed with the passage of “No Child Left Behind” in
2002. The intention of NCLB was to identify achievement
gaps between children that fell along racial and economic
lines, and to hold schools accountable for closing those
gaps. Thus, the emergence of requiring schools to be
evaluated on whether all students achieved proficiency on
standardized tests. Embedded in the standardized tests
are the learning standards established by the state that
students are to be able to perform. Tests that were once
administered one time per year have evolved into multiple
standardized tests for students each year. Common Core
Standards are an example of how expectations are rising.
These new standards call for critical thinking and creative
problem-solving. Originally, 45 states adopted Common
Core, but several have dropped out in the past couple
of years. With the move toward the digital age, in 2015-
16, for the first time, more state standardized tests were

10 PSR

administered via technology than by paper and pencil.
Many of us have heard of the three R’s (reading, riting,
and rithmatic) and those are still in our schools today,
however, they have now all gone digital. With the new
digital age the function of a teacher has moved from a
disseminator of information to that of a facilitator of
education. Back in “the day” teachers used record players,
tape players, filmstrips, radios, and TV’s to teach a lesson.
Today, digital technology (worldwide web, computers,
netbooks, cell phones, etc.) has become the major factor
in the education of students. Black boards and chalk have
been replaced with smart boards, digital projectors, video
streaming, and document scanners. There is no doubt, that
21st century technology has changed the ways in which
we communicate and go about our daily lives. Very few
educators would disagree with the notion that technology
has dramatically changed the teaching and learning process.
Almost every school still has a library, but today
so much of a student’s research and learning is now
more web-based. What used to take hours to find in
the library can now be found in an instant. So one
could conclude, that because it takes less time to find

Chapman Insurance Agency Inc.

PO Box 399
402 S. Jackson St.
McLeansboro, IL 62859
Ph: 618-643-2014

Fax: 618-643-2708
E-Mail:
chapmanagency@frontier.com

www.chapmaninsuranceagency.com

L-R: Cindy Russell, Miranda Cross -
(back row) Wes Chapman, Dan Chapman
and John Chapman.

See us for all your insurance needs.

,. ar iy

y SPECIALS DAILY
OPEN DAILY FROM 5 AM-8 PM
BUFFET FRIDAY
All You Can Eat Catfish ¢ 4:30-8 PM
BUFFET SUNDAY
ALL YOU CAN EATe 11 AM-2PM
Kids under 5 eat free

- 608 E. Randolph, McLeansboro, IL 62859 ¢ 618-643-4935 -
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130 East Market Street
McLeansboro, IL 62859

Clinical Audiologist & Hearing Aid Specialist

Southern lllinois Hearing Center

e Advanced testing and exceptional hearing
care

e Offering the latest in digital technology

e Custom audio devices & hearing
protection

¢ Repairs and service on most makes and
models

e Payment plans available, most insurance
accepted

Physician referred since 1984
Serving Southern lllinois for all your hearing healthcare needs
Conveniently located on the square in McLeansboro

... Hear the Difference!

AUDIOLOGY e HEARING AIDS e HEARING CARE

Call today to discover how we can help you!

130 East Market Street
McLeansboro, IL 62859

(618) 643-7132

Southern lllinois Hearing Center

Visit us online at www.sihearingcenter.com
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» COME JUDGE(/O?/ Otnesi

GOLFERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD COME TO CHALLENGE THE JUDGE and the two other golf courses in Prattville at RT) Capitol Hill. Bring your clubs
and come take on Judge hole number 1, voted the favorite hole on the Trail. Complete your day in luxury at the Marriott and enjoy dining, firepits and
guest rooms overlooking the Senator golf course. With the Marriott’s 20,000 square feet of meeting space, 96 guest rooms and luxurious Presidential
Cottage combined with three world-class golf courses, business and pleasure can definitely interact in Prattville.

THE ROBERT TRENT JONES GOLF TRAIL AT CAPITOL HILL is home of the Yokohama Tire LPGA Classic on the Senator Course Roguri 1
September 18 to 24, 2014. The Marriott Prattville is part of the Resort Collection on Alabama’s Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. q/‘
Visit www.rtjgolf.com or call 800.949.4444 to learn more.
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the information that more time is spent digesting,
thinking, and learning about new information??

The way we think of textbooks is completely
changing. They are no longer limited to just text and
pictures. Today’s textbooks often have web-based
sites that include assessments, animations, additional
materials, videos, and other materials to support
learning of new content. There are even many of
today’s school that only provide on-line textbooks.

As a teacher, you used to see students passing notes in
class; you don’t see much of that anymore. Today’s students
text one another. This has transitioned into a dialect that
many of us older adults do not always understand. For
example, lol (laugh out loud), smh (shaking my head), idk (I

don’t know), idc (I don’t care), and probably hundreds more.

Oh, and I certainly do not want to leave out Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube and the list goes
on and on of the various ways in which students of today
communicate with each other and the world. I bet poor
Alexander Graham Bell would roll over in his grave. (lol)
Funding of Illinois schools has seen its share of changes
over the past several years. For those schools that rely
heavily on state funding (General State Aid), the financial
landscape has seen some dramatic change. General State
Aid, which used to be paid at 100%, over the past few years
GSA has been prorated to 89% costing Illinois school
districts millions and millions of dollars in revenue. In

addition, some state payments are paid quarterly and
used to be paid on time, now, they are anywhere from

90 to 120 days behind. The state used to have a budget
prepared by late spring so that school districts knew what
their revenue was going to be for the next year prior to
the time when budget reductions had to be made. Now,
the state consistently struggles to have a timely budget in
place, if one at all, forcing schools to have to make “blind”
cuts in fear of further state reductions in their revenue.

In the last several years we have witness several
Ilinois rural schools disappear. The state has forced
many school districts into consolidation. The impact
has left many districts with over-crowded classrooms
and a loss of small community pride. Schools that
once stood in many small communities are now vacant
or have been transformed into storage space.

While the global view of education has not changed
much, schools still provide students with the opportunity
to learn and plan for their future, but the way teachers
and students communicate and the methods of the
instruction has changed dramatically. Probably the greatest
changes in educating are how students and teachers
now communicate and the infusion of technology into
the classrooms. In order for students to move into a
vocation pathway or a career, they must be taught the skills
necessary to survive in a 21st century work environment.

When you need to be

L MNMI..... AN_ R
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Original St
lock in prc
ease of he
choice of |,
We make a

e Farm Bodies

e Semi Grain Trailers

618.773.4384

e Grain Carts & Grain Wagons
* Fertilizer Tenders & Spreaders

Available from your nearest authorized Genuine Shur-Co® dealer:

Hadley Creek Covers

6967 Co. Rd. 700N, McLeansboro, IL 62859
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Remember when: Honoring Dr. McLean

McLeansboro’s Dr. William Byars
McLean was a descendant of one of the
early Scottish immigrant families that
was forced from Scotland into America
by persecution. His grandfather, Col.
Charles McLean, was one of his family
that was born in Scotland. Many
of these Scottish families settled in
the Carolinas, as did his parents.

Dr. McLean was born in North
Carolina in 1792, but his family
moved on to Kentucky where Dr.
McLean grew up in Logan County.

His parents were Ephraim and
Elizabeth (Byars) McLean. Ephraim
was the first Minister to be ordained
by the Cumberland Presbyterian
denomination on February 4, 1810
in Dixon County, Tennessee.

Near Russellville Dr. McLean
graduated from Lebanon Academy
and he served in the War of 1812.In
1813 he married Margaret Prather
McKinney in Logan County, Kentucky.

Dr. William McLean, his wife and
family, along with four of his brothers:

Story by Pat Russell

John, James, McGee and Charles
moved from Kentucky to Illinois; first
to Shawneetown and the Salt Works
Settlement near Equality. His brother
Charles moved on to the Missouri
Territory where he bought a lot of
land and was a merchant there. McGee
later went back to operate the family
farm in Kentucky some time after
their father, Ephraim’s death in 1813.
After Dr. William B. McLean deeded
the 40 acres to the Hamilton County
Commissioners on June 18, 1823,
he bought 4 lots in McLeansboro
the next day and others of the
McLean family bought lots as well.
His brother John was the first
Congressman from Illinois and later
a U. S. Senator. He died while still
in this office in 1830. He was buried
in Shawneetown. McLean County,
Illinois was named for John McLean.
They had another brother,
Finis Ewing McLean, who
served in Congress from his
home district in Kentucky.

Dr. William B. McLean, his wife
and family spent very little time in
McLeansboro before they moved on
west to Missouri in the 1830’s. Dr.
McLean had always loved the freedom
of the frontier and hunting wild game,
but as McLeansboro became more
populated there wasn’t as much wild
game to hunt. His nature seemed to
be very adventurous and all this was
probably a factor in their move to
Randolph County, Missouri which was
Daniel Boone country. However, more
than one thing enticed his westward
move. One being the wilderness
abounding with wild game near the
Missouri River; another fact was
that his brother, Charles had lived
in this area for many years and Mrs.
McLean’s people, the McKinney’s were
living there, but another large factor
probably was the slave question.

Dr. McLean bought some of his
land in Randolph County, Missouri
from his brother, Charles and Dr.
McLean and Margaret owned many

ALL~ ONE
Real Estate

(618) 294-8472

603 N. Commercial * Harrisburg, IL. 62946
Ayn Bartok, Managing Broker/Owner

BIG HOUSE + !

4 BR, 2 BA
$112,000
MLS#404286
Eldorado

Visit our website for additional offerings in Hamilton Co. and in neighboring White and Saline Counties.
Our personal and professional brokers look forward to helping you find your next home!

=Y www.allinonerealestateco.com (B

Come see these Eldorado homes! Just 20 miles south of McLeansboro!
DROP DEAD GORGEOUS FROM THE OUTSIDE IN!
4 BR, 2 BA
$269,000
MLS#325770
Eldorado

2 BR, 2 BA
$37,500
MLS#333174
Eldorado

3BR,2BA
$57,900
MLS#331367
Eldorado

042104841943
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black bondservants in Missouri.

In 1838 Dr. McLean and wife used
an agent to sell the quarter section of
his remaining acreage in McLeansboro
for $1,000. It seems he had 119 acres
more or less of land not sold to the
Hamilton County Commissioners
and in 1839 he sold some more of
his land, also through an agent.

Charles McLean was planning
a move from Missouri to Texas,
where some of the McKinney’s
had already moved, but he died
in 1845 before moving. It is not
known where he was buried.

Margaret Prather (McKinney)
McLean died on March 29, 1845.
She was aged 47 years, 7 months and
about 22 days. She was buried in a
small cemetery there in Randolph
County, Missouri that was enclosed
by a decorative iron fence.

Dr. William Byars McLean
died on February 3, 1846 and at
that time he had 12 slaves. He was
buried in the McKinney- McLean-
Anderson Cemetery there in
Randolph County, Missouri, beside
his beloved wife, Margaret.

(GILLAND EXCAVATING

Serving Southern Illinois
Service Available: Dirt leveling, brush/land
cleaning, Site prep, parking lots, tree
extraction, ponds, farm land cleaning

For a Quick Estimate

618-599-7164 / 618-599-7289

Dr. McLean and
his wife, Margaret
had five children
living that he placed
in his will. A daughter
Artemisia Prather
(McLean) McKinney
and Son, Ephraim
Howard McLean,
who were both born
in Christian County;,
Kentucky. A son, John
McLean, a daughter, Sally F. (McLean)
Taylor, who's husband was Levi Taylor
and another daughter, Susan Mary
McLean who was under 21. These
three were born in Hamilton County
in the little log cabin immediately
east of the original McLeansboro.

Children that must have died after
birth in Hamilton County were: Elinor
W., William, and Margaret. Nancy
Amanda was born about 1838 and
probably died after birth in Missouri.

Dr. McLean left his gold watch
to his granddaughter, Margaret Ann
Taylor. His son, John was probably
a Doctor and the evidence seems
to be mainly the silver ladle, Dr.

McLen’s medical books, instruments
and medicines that he left to John.
Dr. John married Laura Kingsberry
and he died in 1868 there in
Randolph County, Missouri also.

Dr. William McLean’s will stated
that the residue of Dr. McLean’s
property was to be equally divided
among his children and granddaughter.
Each were to receive land, material
or money enough to be estimated
at $2,150. (A lot of wealth for a man
that lived in the 1800’s.)The 12 slaves
were also to be divided among the
children and granddaughter. That’s a
little more into the life of the man that
was responsible for McLeansboro.

Call Jonathan at:

Service
Calls!

May/June 2016

WUEBBELS REPAIRS, LCC

618.648.2227

306A West Randolph « McLeansboro, IL
Showroom Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 5:00pm « Sat 8:00am - 12:00pm
Repair Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30am - 4:00pm

www.wuebbelsrepair.com

We repair all makes
& models of Ag
equipment,
construction
equipment and
semis.

Also servicing:
« Small Engine Repairs
« Small Engine Part Sales
« Hydraulic Hoses

Est 2000

ORDER YOUR PARTS DIRECTLY ONLINE:
www.farmpartsdirect.com

HONDA I -5
Power Equipment

%> CZA
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS since...

SINCE 1925 SINCE 1932 SINCE 1936 SINCE 1939 SINCE 1939
Bonan, Bonan Diana’s
Hunts | jevempesery | Hamson | sanah, Bonan | gty Shop
Hardware & Feed Store ’ Kathy
G rocerv 17th & Perkins |, . & vivan w1 scot 12%5.. Ilsv:lirggtht. 313 W, Carpenter
Mt. Vernon, IL Owners McLeanshoro, IL McLeansboro
Dale, IL Belle Rive, IL 62859 643-2126
773-4260 244-0884 756-2400 | 618-643-2371 | yourioss toacrvoes,
SINCE 1940’s SINCE 1946 SINCE 1947 SINCE 1947 SINCE 1947
Monroe Accounting CHAPMAN Eaal GHOLSON
Solutions \/Q\’cAsphall INSURANCE A?egr’lg FII!I"("'IEJI*I‘E‘L
: . . mpan
nggnHec;g;sAgsg;ﬁ‘t‘r':gﬁtm ompany AGENCY McLeanshoro & Dahigren
104 E. Market 18th & Waterworks Rd. y Ica” Us FO’I-\I p No. 2699 Call
McLeansboro ML Vernon, IL our fnstrance [eeas N. Jackson 643-2321
244-0500 402 S. Jackson Our Family Helping Your
643-3993 Serving You For 70 Years 643-2014 643-9069 | Family Because We Care
SINCE 1948 SINCE 1958 SINCE 1958 SINCE 1960 SINCE 1965
R“Sh IrVi n ’ S J 0 'S Ql%milton Memonral RaBX“I\(II:IIZ[I::; Eg!a-ntu

Appliance, Inc. _ ]

206 E. Main Cz:rmi, IL Je:_ve:rv DRIVE INN Curing Hearts, Helping Hands | 110 S. Washington
382-4641 North Side Square | 607 E. Randolph St. | 611S. Marshall Ave.,

118 W. Main Fairfield, IL | McLeansboro, IL | McLeanshoro, IL McLeanshoro, IL thﬂ{ﬂ’ 2
842-4096 643-3614 | 643-3113 |618-643-2361| 643-2348
SINCE 1966 SINCE 1971 SINCE 1972 SINCE 1972 SINCE 1973

[} H )
Don’s | YORK AYDT | SMITH | Kirk’s

PHARMACY

Thuel/alue.

USED CARS

Auto

& Speed Center . 1108 E. Randolph
500 Main St. | South Side Square | HARDWARE | Huv. 142 West Hwy. 14 E.
Mt. Vernon, IL McLeansboro, IL North Side Sq. GLeansboro, 643-2902
242-3427 643-3524 643-2942 643-3094 | wwwkirksautospeed.com
SINCE 1974 SINCE 1975 SINCE 1975 SINCE 1975 SINCE 1976
BEL-RAY HARRE ’ TTed Crouch’s
REAL ESTATE CO.| FUNERAL HOMES LELAND’S Broules | Accounting
Office of Don Welch AND AMBULANCE | . MOWERS, TILLER 2y Service Inc.
gzgsso(c);:ltese ¢ SERWCE & CHAINSAW REPAIRS Insurance & Financial Jim & Brenda Crouch
800 S. Jackson St Moleansboro | 1573 Co. Rd. 1400N | Sevees 217 N. Wills St.
MecLeansboro, IL 64[:):;%&1 1 Carmi McLeanshboro, IL 62859 3;(;['83(:9“‘,27
618-528-2264 736-2146 382-7595 (61 8) 643-2402 Serving You For 40 Years
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS since...

Hamilton County Clerk
& Recorder Courthouse

McLeansboro, IL
643-2721

Harrisburg, IL 62946

618-294-8472

allinonerealestateco.com

608 E. Randolph,
Mcleansboro, IL
62859

618-643-4935

SINCE 1976 SINCE 1978 SINCE 1978 SINCE 1979 SINCE 1982
Larry’s
HAMSON’'S | AUTENS | HAMILTON | Cherry $t. Gun Shop
COUNTY | Automotive | ", 143 soutn
AG PIZZA CONCRETE | Service & McLeansboro
Debra & Ron 205 Walker PO BOX 454 Sales | o Mormoecamem
Dahligren McLeansboro McLeansboro, IL 315 E. Cherry St Carmi Fri & Sat 9am-5pm e
' y 643-3060 * 927-1800
736'2536 643'3471 61 8.643.4333 382-71 65 larrysgunshoplic.com
SINCE 1983 SINCE 1985 SINCE 1986 SINCE 1986 SINCE 1986
Tarri’s |paves Service amimesn | FENDER FOOD
House of Flowers owing
Come See Us At Our New Location 706 W Market St M E N D E R
100 W. Randolph McLeansboro l\,llffeiss;giﬂe;;;g AUTO BODY Pﬁ R K
McLeansboro, IL 643'5 1 70 CALL Hwy. 142 South Bt 14 West
643-292 1 Tires-Alternator-Mechanical 618-643-2667 643-4 1 4 1 643-2217
SINCE 1986 SINCE 1989 SINCE 1989 SINCE 1991 SINCE 2005
Town & Country
VETERINARY
RUSSELL
?'I IS_IL?%;I CLINIC 307 E. Randolph West St. Charles
Semégﬁigénslborlgsige 1986 | 201 Lakeview Road | 1209 W. Randolph McLeansboro West Market
andolp t.
uilsatioe | 643-4527 | 643-2957 | 643-5112| 643-4527
SINCE 1996 SINCE 1998 SINCE 2000 SINCE 2006 SINCE 2006
- L] , s
Brian  faira$, hbersr, EA| Wuebbel’s | Hamilton -\ gz o, £, o
Haeuser : County 1€1€
u y Accouting & RE palr LLC 3
DMD Tax Services , l"lﬂﬂl'lllg Fa rmS
: 306A W. Randolph Randy Huff, Owner
204 N OHﬁ'CG ‘st McLeansboro McLeansboro, IL | (Quality Service Since 1976)
- 1ancock St. | shopping Center | 618-648-2227 | 131 E. Main Belle Rive - IL
McL boro, IL
604652?3380 643'41 82 www.wuebbelsrepair.com 643-3705 618-316-3022
SINCE 2006 SINCE 2007 SINCE 2009 SINCE 2010 SINCE 2010
MARY ANNE | All In One |Farris Family| FARMER’S | AT INF'&
HOPFINGER | Real Estate | Restaurant TIRE
603 N. Commercial 11/2 ML N of Your authorized

McLeansboro Square on Rt. 242
Sell & Repair All Size Tires
And Selling Fee*

643-3456

Yankee Candle Dealer
105 E. Main St.,
McLeansboro

618.643.3704

Tues. - Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

Thank You For Patronizing

May/June 2016
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS since...

SINCE 2011 SINCE 2012 SINCE 2013 SINCE 2013 SINCE 2014
MecLeansboro Bob Newm,a n/ (:I-’l:’:lmillon Memorial S a ra h E?aﬁ”?
0 Newman’s m{.m,
Troplcal USEd Furniture Hamilton Memorial Hospital H al I . -
& Auxillary Gift Shoppe Hamilton County 202 ol B aton St
SnO 998 8. Hancock Hours: Monday thru Friday Treasurer McLeansboro, IL 62859
R Schuster McLeanshoro 9:00 ;\’T‘ t0 1:00 PM Courthouse 618.643.3320
eegan schuster, one: F: 618.643.4108
Owner 618-308-0156 |618-643-2361 ext2520) 643-3313 | ;ora@howlingepa.com
SINCE 2014 SINCE 2015 SINCE SINCE Th K Y
an ou
Hunt,s Dahlgren QEGAN For
Building e Patronizi
i JoLeansboro on Huy 1 atronizin
Sa|QSNEV;;V€:V%Cr):]§?§rE;ker LI q u o r Ce nte r wr’n\gré the :umpkiana’I/c]:is. Th g
splashinkshirts@gmail.com Dale.IL 202D‘Aa,h|(;|:g§tnUt 618-643-3800 ese
618-643-2210 ’ Toll Free: : !
110 E. Market St. 618-736-2222 | (877) 950-3800 Businesses
McLeansboro, IL 62859 773'4291 dahlgrenbuildingcenter.com | organfarms@hamiltoncom.net

| i LEFN LRy =
Llllllml LY

Mentmo this Ac
¢ and receive 5% off
a Garage Door Instal

7 -

""SALEs « INSTALLATION - COMMERCIAL
"SERVICES « RESIDENTIAL - INDUSTRIAL

= REPAIRS

Owner: Jim Rockett
61815320660 f
= www.advantagedoorinc.com
20 Ve cansboro N(DI] May/June 2016




YOU LIVE
AS LONG
AS YOU ARE

REMEMBERED.

— Russian proverb

Build a lasting memorial by honoring a
loved one from an archived obituary.

Inspire families and friends to celebrate the life of a lost loved one by
sharing stories, leaving tributes, or posting photos in their memory.

Claim your loved one’s story today
to celebrate a life remembered.

‘ 3
'lslmes teadér

Obituaries
www.mcleansborotimesleader.com/obituaries

May/June 2016 [MeLeansboro NGV




Qur local history is important

Story by Andy Rubenacker, President, Hamilton County Historical Society

I was fortunate enough as a young man to receive
some valuable advice, to prepare for the future have a
five year plan, nothing is ever accomplished overnight.
In a little less than five years, 2021, McLeansboro
and Hamilton County will have a birthday.
The 200th year anniversary of Hamilton County
gives us a moment in time to reflect on the past and the
accomplishments of our ancestors. If your family has lived

here one year or one hundred years, the same questions
can be asked. Why did you or your ancestors move to
Hamilton County? What was so special about this place

or did the wagon just break down here? Both sides of my
family came to the area in the 1840’, Calvin Shell came
from Tennessee and Tobias Brummer emigrated from
Ersingen, Germany through the Port of New Orleans. I
have been tracking the weather in Ersingen this winter.
The high and low temperatures there were almost identical
to this year in Southern Illinois. But, then it may have

BOTISCHAND
ASSOCIATES] CPA'SILLE

Certified Public Accounts

Botsch and Associates, CPA’s are celebrating their !
33rd year in business. When businesses, individuals, ;
or governmental units need tax return preparation, tax | 5
planning, bookkeeping, audits, or financial planning,
they visit Botsch and Associates, CPA’s, LLC. We are
conveniently located at 113 East Main Street in Carmi, IL.

Owner H. Keith Botsch, CPA and his 19 employees are
veterans of the accounting profession and they strive to
stay abreast of the ever changing tax legislation. Now that
tax time is near, our professional accountants will compute
taxes to the lowest legal level possible while putting more
money into your pocket.

Botsch and Associates, CPA’s put a special emphasis on
having a one on one relationship with their clients. It’s
like our employees say “We are large enough to trust and
small enough to care” and “We handle each and every
client as if they are the only client we have.”

Carmi (618) 382-4151 » McLeansboro (618) 643-2335
[McLeansboro N(JIE May/June 2016
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been religion, price of land or employment. I do know
by looking at 1800’s censuses information that in both
cases several families moved to the Hamilton County
area together. They had history together and could
depend on each other. That didn’t mean they didn’t
argue and fuss at each other. But, it did mean that if a
roof was blown off in a storm, it got fixed the next day.

So, why is local history important to a community?
Why preserve a building, graveyard or a court record?
How does knowing your family roots make you a better
person? History gives us benchmarks of past events,
people and places to base our accomplishments on.
Are we as individuals and communities living up to
the accomplishments of our forefathers? It reminds us
of who we are, where we came from and what people
have died for. History instills us with a sense of pride
and a sense of a place to come back to. Our history is
the common thread that ties us all together and brings
communities together. Our history is our inheritance
from past generations that have been passed down
through traditions, achievements and beliefs.

The 200th anniversary is a wonderful opportunity
for each of us to build memories with our family,
promote the community and become part of history. So,
Hamilton County you have a birthday coming, cut the
grass, paint the fence and put your Sunday best on.

The next time youre in McLeansboro come
in and visit us at the McCoy Library or better
yet, join us in preserving your history.

Heritage Woods
W8 of McLeansboro

S Senior Living Community

Heritage Woods of McLeansboro
is a Senior Living Community that
features Affordable Living Apartments

*Spacious

Dining Room
*Private Dining Room
* Activity Room
* Beauty/Barber Salon
* Country Store
*Exercise Room

*Library
*Outdoor Patio
*Resident Laundry
* Three Daily Meals
*24 Hour Staffing by
Certified Nurses Aids
* Assistance with
Transportation Needs
* Assistance with Daily
Living Needs, etc.
* Medication
Set-Up, Reminders

Ted Middendorf

618-308-7228
Owner/Operator 706 O Henry St.
Tedmidd87@gmail.com McLeansboro, IL 62859

TR o R Ie Tl g SO GET 605 Marshall Ave., McLeansboro, IL 62859
Southernillinoislownlforel8 | - 615.643.2008 o

& Assistance

Free Estimates ® Insured and Reliable www.hw-mcleansboro-slf.com

b A R R RN R A

111202387943
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Views from our past

Roger: 618.927. TRUK
Russell: 618.927.8786
Office: 618.648.2298

FEIN?01-0594901 MSHA?G316
Rock ¢ SAND * GRAVEL
Rip-Rap ¢ ExcavaTioN ¢ FiLL DirT

CoLD ParcH * DEmMoLITION * EQUIPMENT HAULING

E-mail: allentrk@hamiltoncom.net

Dahlgren, IL 62828
FAX: 618.648.2297

10152 County Road 2150 N £

.

/3425, McLeanshoro, IL /531
643-3471 -'

AUTEN’S
PIZZA HOUSE

205 W. Walker St.

Proudly Serving The Community 38 Years

24

WeA
Part Of This Town!

We Enjoy Serving You And

Your Families Since 1963.

Thanks again for your continued
support & patronage.

DAIRY QUEEN- chist

643-2733
North Side - Square
McLeanshoro, IL

May/June 2016




' WA D' Services Available in

Hamilton County Include:

community
- Head Start/Early Head Start provides educational services to
ct’a" pregnant women and children birth through age 5.

PARTNERSMHIP Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
Helping People. Changing Lives. assists households with their heating and electric bills.

Senior Nutrition Center provides nutritious meals for seniors.

110 E. Jefferson Street
McLeansboro, IL 62859
(618) 643-2161
www.wadi-inc.com
www.facebook.com/WADICAA

Weatherization is an energy efficiency program aimed at
reducing utility costs.
i

bl
Ly

mproving Lives, Serving Communities, Making A Difference
May/June 2016 [MeLeansboro (| 25




One dog,

different stories

Many conversations have been
had through the years about the
dog standing on the front lawn of
the McCoy Memorial Library.

The first question most asked by
residents about the dog on the lawn
of the library is, “is it the statue of
the Cloud family’s favorite dog?”

According to local historian
Micki Faruzzi, the dog statue found
its first home at the Sadie Wilson
house which was on Pearl Street.

The date the dog may have been
purchased has been said to have
taken place in early 1900s.

“That house was built by Aaron
Cloud for his second wife,” Faruzzi

Story by Robbie Edwards

said. “Its a Sears kit house. From
the story I was told ... the dog was
purchased through Sears for that
house and after (Aaron Cloud) died
she moved back east to where she
was from. The dog was brought over
here to this house which is now
the McCoy Memorial Library”
Faruzzi said at the time the dog was
bought, people could buy just about
anything out of a Sears catalog.
Faruzzi said over the years
there have been many stories told
about the lone dog who stands
like a watchdog for the library.
“We have pictures of this house
(library) before the wrought-iron

fence was put in,” Faruzzi said. o’Nw
the reason that was put in was, the
boys used to sit on that concert terrace
that is out front to watch the girls go
by on the weekend. That upset Mary
Ellen, so she had the fence put up.”

Farruzi added the dog was at
the site long before the fence.

“The dog statue was bought
out of a catalog and wasn’t the
pet of the family,” Faruzzi said.

The date of the dog’s move from
the house on Pearl Street to the
library site remains uncertain, but
it seems likely to have happened
some time in 1921. The dog was on
the library lawn for the library open

Rick and Diane Reed,
Owners

Kim Eckleberry,
Technician

618-643-4601

Free Estimates

Oil - Lube - Exhaust
Brakes - General Repairs

610 N. Washington St.
McLeansboro, IL 62859

Serving You since 1995

Rick’s Garage

F026303765194

southern lllinois Pecan Co.
3823 E. Dahigren Rd
Dahlgren, lllinois
618-204-1214

11b.
Shelled $9
Unshelled
$3.50 1b.

Bedt Pecand

in the Oowzg//

L] 021805282943 (&

L

LLEECOUnty
yeamless Gutters

164 County RD 715 |
Wayne Cityy LE 62393

HECHEHRAREE TR LRLLEY

618-732-0009 + 618-399-8913
whe N W W S N Nl

RT. 14 WEST
MCLEANSBORO

618-643-2211

OPEN MON.-SUN. 6AM-9PM

Hamilton County
Loan Company

Complete Financing

2065, Washington St
McLeansboro, IL. 62859

Phone (618) 643-3614

F026301960194

KIRK’S AUTO
AND SPEED

Seuce 1975

Kirk, Linda & Caleb Sanders
618-643-2902

kirksautospeed.com
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house held in December 1921.
Doris Nelson, local historian, said
she has even seen the same dog statue

at a location in West Frankfort.

Other rumors that Faruzzi has
heard is that there is an actual dog
buried underneath the statue, which
she said is untrue. She also recalls that
a few ornery students from the ‘50s
pulled a class prank by moving the
dog statue to the courthouse lawn.

There are even conflicting reports
as to whether it'’s mold came from

cast iron or metal. Faruzzi said it
doesn’t really matter how the dog from. The fact of the matter is, the everyone who visits the library

got there, or even where it came dog is a conversational piece for from the young to the elderly.

BAPTISTVCHURCH
| e

e Jacob Gray, Pastor

&M Ben Jones, Associate Pastor

Bryan & Stacy Henderson, Family Life Ministers

-

T Jamie Burzynski, Music Minister

SUNPRAY SERVIEESS
9:30 am — Bible Study Groups for all ages

10:30 am — Worship Services June 13-17
(with Glory Gang Children’s Church ages 3 years — 4th grade) 9:00 am — Noon

| ; 4 — 8th grad
6:00 pm ~ Sunday Family Nights! lages 4 years - 8 grodk)
(includes Worship, IMPACT Youth, & Awana resuming in August)

Ten Mile is located 3 miles west of McLeansboro on Route 14.

Confact Us At 618-643-3946 or office@tenmilebaptistchurch.org !j

May/June 2016 MecLeansboro ()i 27



Views from our past

HAMILTON MEMORIAL

REHABILITATION & HEALTH CARE CENTER

>

609 South Marshall Ave.
McLeansboro IL 62859

618.643.2325 phone
618.643.3528 fax

hamiltonmemorialseniorcare:.co/m:

F026302400194

S

HARDWARE

Hunt’s Hardware And Grocery
Family Owned and Operated

Terry L. Hunt Hwy 142
Ph.(618) 773-4260 Dale, Il 62859
28

-

ipeoat

Pressure Washing Service

Homes, Farm Equipment or Semi-trucks

No job too big or too small... We will do it all!

Call for estimates [after 3pm please]

MT. VERNON ELEVATOR CO.

PURINA CHOWS & PET FOODS

* Dog ° Cat - Horses  Rabhit - Wild Bird Feed
 Custom Grinding & Mixing * Bulk Delivery

www.mountvernonelevator.com

PURINA
Y] iy il

Parina Mills

Benton Road, Rte. 37 South
Mt. Vernon

May/June 2016



Practice Includes:
Well-women exams
Women's health care
DOT physicals
Family Medicine

Kristin Betz =t

Famil}r Nurse Practitioner : . Well-child exams
Board Certified _ Chronic disease

mamlgcm:nt
. - Physicals
i i o _ Sports Physicals
Now seeing patients at : Sp _

L . - iz . 27 A ey
Hamilto#t Memorial I‘Iﬁsp:fm" District S~ or injurics
McLeansboro Family Clinic HMHD o7 M\ %

- - = i . l:h
May/June 2016 ML eansboro N ()
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Honoring

For decades, the
McLeansboro Cemetery
sat forgotten in a corner
of the city. Houses were
built, driveways and
businesses sprung up all
around, but the cemetery
and its boundaries were
a thing of the past.

Then, a discussion
with the city from a new
property owner in the
area prompted a survey
and an archeological
survey of the property
that has re-invigorated
the once-forgotten resting
place of many of the
city’s first residents.

“The City paid to
determine the actual
boundaries and has notified
neighbors who have
unintentionally encroached
on the boundaries,” said
City Clerk Fred Vallowe.
“The encroachments are
grandfathered in, but there
will be no new expansions.”

In addition, J.W. Reynolds
Monument Company has volunteered
to come in this summer and reset the
gravestones that have fallen. The city
is saving topsoil from other projects,
and will spread the soil out on the
areas that have seen heavy use in
more recent years — as driveways
— and reseed the entire area.

“A year from now, it all will
look like a cemetery instead of a
construction zone,” Vallowe predicted.

The west side of the cemetery has
been used for years as a driveway
and a neighboring former property
owner built a garage 4-foot onto the
cemetery property. When the new
property owner asked about getting
a survey due to a tree issue, the
Renaissance of the cemetery started.

“I'm glad they asked,” Vallowe said.
“We found out the cemetery is bigger
than we thought it was. ... In my heart
of hearts, I don’t think there was any
intentional encroachment. Times just
changed, some people didn’t have
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Story by Tesa Glass

head stones set up, families moved,
and houses were built around the
old cemetery. I don't think anyone
ever intended to have a driveway
in the cemetery where people are
buried. ... People just forgot.”

Forgot to the point that at one time,
the cemetery had to be mowed with
a bush hog. Some older residents still
remember when there was a wrought-
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our forefathers

iron fence surrounding the cemetery
more than 80 years ago, but no one
knows when it was dismantled. Last
summer, Eastern Illinois University
came to the site and conducted an
archeological survey, digging test
strips. One of the things located
was some old posts they think was
part of a gate to the cemetery.

“The students established the
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researched, it’s not known exactly maintain the cemetery from this

who is buried in the cemetery, as no point forward, for many reasons.
official records were kept by those “It's important that we respect
responsible for its management. the past and honor those men and
“I think we have secured its future women who contributed to the
and continue to raise awareness of it  early development of McLeansboro
S Vallowe said. “One day in the future, and secure their final resting place,”

B when technology is there, I hope they ~ Vallowe said. “Also, it’s the oldest public

B will use it to locate the individual cemetery in Hamilton County. There
graves and know exactly where those are several private cemeteries, but this
graves are. There are no records, but is the only public one that still exists.”
some local historians have extrapolated
a proposed burial

list based on Times- [T
Leader clippings of

the time. But, those t(/—gd !(/_224?'?/{2 J

are exact, since back

then, if you weren't Insurance & FinanCiai SerVices

a city worthy, there’s

cemetery is pretty much full,’ i agr(r)loe(wctlslr:i;?tyour CD

Vallowe said. “So, we want to be ) 1 W. M in t.

sure we secure those graves on the have beeﬁl in the 05 a S
western part by making sure it’s a paper when you McLeansboro IL 62859

cemetery, and not a driveway”” passed away. It

just wasn't done in .
o bodadaloe L Tel: (618) 643-2402
driveway can no longer be used,
and the area will be reclaimed.

Although some local historians have
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