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TOTAL COVERAGEPrint Productions
Minimum ad size of 4 column inches required to obtain frequency discounts.

Open Rate

$13.10
6 Weeks

$12.50
13 Weeks

$11.90
26 Weeks

$11.30
52 Weeks

$9.80

Open Rate

$12.50
6 Weeks

$11.50
13 Weeks

$10.50
26 Weeks

$9.50
52 Weeks

$8.50

Saturday Frequency Discounts

Weekday Frequency Discounts

Non-Profit Rate: $6.60 pci  |  Color Rates: Spot Color $7.00 pci  |  Full Process Color: $350 Per Ad

Open Rate

$8.50
6 Weeks

$8.00
13 Weeks

$7.00
26 Weeks

$6.00
52 Weeks

$5.00

Open Rate

$8.50
$12,000+

$4.50
$1,000+

$8.00
$3,000+

$7.00
$5,000+

$6.00
$8,000+

$5.00

Weekday Frequency Discounts

Weekday Annual Spending Discounts

Non-Profit Rate: $4.50 pci  |  Color Rates: Spot Color $2.00 pci ($100 Max)   
Full Process Color: $180 Per Ad

Weekday Frequency Discounts

Weekday Annual Spending Discounts

Non-Profit Rate: $4.00 pci  |  Color Rates: Spot Color $2.00 pci ($100 Max)
Full Process Color: $180 Per Ad

Retail & Classified Advertising Rates (per column inch)
Publishing Daily Monday through Saturday

Retail & Classified Advertising Rates 
(per column inch)
Publishing Weekly on Thursdays

Retail & Classified Advertising Rates 
(per column inch)
Publishing Weekly on Fridays

Repeat Your Ad
Within Six Days and

Save Even More!

*Within 6 Calendar Days of First Ad

1st Repeat
25% Off

All Others*
50% Off

Process color ads MUST 
BE CMYK MODE WITH 

TEXT 100% BLACK (K)
if applicable.

$99/Weekday
$149/Weekend

$49/Week or
$29/Week

With a 13 Week Commitment

$699 Per Day

$150 Per Day
The Daily Star

$100 Per Day
The Cooperstown Crier/The Weekly Star

PRIME PLACEMENT
SKYBOX - THE DAILY STAR

COUPONS

FRONT PAGE POST-IT NOTE

FRONT PAGE STRIP AD

Open Rate

$5.50
6 Weeks

$5.25
13 Weeks

$5.00
26 Weeks

$4.75
52 Weeks

$4.50

Open Rate

$5.50
$1,000+

$5.25
$3,000+

$5.00
$5,000+

$4.75
$8,000+

$4.50
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What the 
smart groom is 

wearing

Food and 
drink stations 

on the rise

& More!

Falling in 
love with

fall
What the 

smart groom is 
wearing

Food and 
drink stations 

on the rise

& More!

Falling in 
love with

fall

WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK LOCALLY THIS SUMMER

Taste of Summer 2019

The Daily Star’s Guide toThe Daily Star’s Guide to

FARE
Upstate

FARE
Upstate

The Daily Star’s Guide toThe Daily Star’s Guide to

• Now’s the time to get your house ready for winter
• How to store firewood the right way
• Gardening season need not be over just yet
• Prepare your deck for winter & more!

Fall2019

Home & Harvest
A Publication of The Daily Star, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2019

JILL WELLINGTON/PIXABAY

TOTAL COVERAGEPre-Print Insert Advertising Rates
Broadsheet Pages CPM Insert RateTabloid Pages

Single Sheet
4
8
12
16
20
24
28
32
40
44
48+

Single Sheet
2
4
6
8
10
12
14
16
20
22
24+

$60.00
$62.00
$62.00
$64.00
$64.00
$66.00
$66.00
$68.00
$68.00
$70.00
$70.00
$72.00

Deadline for receiving inserts: 10 business days prior to publication.

Print & Deliver Packages
Let us handle your entire insert marketing

campaign for one low price! We take care of everything:

• Design • Printing • Inserting
• All for one low price*

*Ask your rep for a
custom quote today!

If you need 

just a few or 

thousands, we 

will print them 

for you!

FULL COLOR 
INSERTS

4 Quick turn-around time

4 In-house creation

4 1 or 2-sided full color

4 Can be inserted into 19,000 papers

     (The Daily Star, Cooperstown Crier & Weekly Star)

For details call Michele 

Clapperton at 607-441-7235 

and get started today!
Solar is a smart investment that quickly pays for itself and adds comfort and value to your home or business.

607.847.6366www.GreatBrookSolar.comEmail: info@GreatBrookSolar.com819 County Rd. 28, South New BerlinServing All of Central New York

Great
Brook
Solar

An
Experienced

LOCAL
Installer

In
Business

Since
1978

www.reinhardthomeheating.com

GET YOUR
TANK FILLED -

CALL
REINHARDT

TODAY!

(607) 432-6633Rt. 23 West Oneonta

We make warm friends.

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • KeroseneDiesel Fuel • Air Conditioning24 Hr. Emergency Service 365 Days/YearFree Written Estimates for Heating Systems

Sidney, NY • 607-563-2616Residential, Commercial and Roll Off Services Available

WE are local!

Get your marketing message in front of thousands of 
readers throughout the area in this glossy magazine!

All ad placements include a business directory listing. Online edition will be published on thedailystar.com

Placement 1 Issue 2 Issues 3 Issues 4 Issues All 6 Issues
Back Cover $1,109 $999 $889 $779 $749     
Page 2 or 3 $919 $829 $779 $699   $639     
Full Page $829 $769 $649 $589     $559     
Half Page $529 $479 $429 $379    $349     
Quarter Page $309 $279 $249 $209   $199      
Eighth Page $219 $189 $159 $129    $109      
Business Directory Listing — $25 Per Issue                                                

SUMMER 2019

FREE!

TAKE
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& More!
Tea up a

garden party
Quilt show is 

sew fine
Annual event gears 

up for 25th year

Cookin’ with 
Collins

Be a little saucy

Tea up a
garden party

Quilt show is 
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Cookin’ with 
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& More!
Annual event gears 

up for 25th year

Be a little saucy

Crystal clear
Herkimer diamonds: A New York treasure Crystal clear
Herkimer diamonds: A New York treasure 

COOPERSTOWN/TOURISM 2019 FREE!
TAKE

ONE - IT’S

The south up north

150th anniversary of giant hoax

Mysteries of the 
mansion

& More!

Realtime Dixieland Band returns to bandstand

Stone man on display in Cooperstown

Hyde Hall has haunted history

The south up north
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& More!
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Stone man on display in Cooperstown

Hyde Hall has haunted history
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The diamond of baseball season
Induction Weekend 

on deck

The diamond of baseball season
FALL 2019
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Bluestone is here, there

and everywhere
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seasons
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place to gather

Shake that

apple
tree

Moose on 
the loose

Stone of
another color

N.Y. sightings are increasing

Bluestone is here, there

and everywhere

Bridge the 
seasons

Card table a great

place to gather

Moose on 
the loose

Stone of
another color

N.Y. sightings are increasing

Bluestone is here, there

and everywhere

Bridge the 
seasons

Card table a great

place to gather

Cookin’ with Collins
Cookin’ with Collins

2020 RATES & DISCOUNTS

Winter
1/22

Spring
4/29

Tourism
6/10

Summer
7/29

Outdoors
9/16

Fall
10/29



We reach OVER 77,247
potential customers in the 4-County area.

Otsego County Market Penetration

THE DAILY STAR READERS*

THE WEEKLY STAR READERS*

THE COOPERSTOWN CRIER READERS*

The Daily Star has been serving Otsego, Delaware, Chenango and Schoharie counties for more than 
129 years. We have been your “first sources” for local news. NO RUMORS. JUST THE FACTS! Our award 
winning reporters and photographer are the feet on the street and facts behind the stories.

The Weekly Star is a weekly newspaper serving the counties of: Otsego, Delaware, 
Chenango and Schoharie.

The Cooperstown Crier is a weekly newspaper serving the Cooperstown and surrounding area.

*Here’s the numbers:
 Avg. Saturday circulation including subscribers and single copy sales — 6,838 with an average of 2.8 readers 
per copy. Circulation and readership data based on Q3 2019 audit certified by the Alliance of Audited Media.

19,146

40,295

11,134

6,672

Otsego County, NY*
Population

*Data from datausa.com

60,750
Multimedia Readership**

**Combined readers across The Daily Star, The 
Cooperstown Crier, The Weekly Star and thedailystar.com. 

(Based on readership within Otsego County zip codes.)

50,43083%
Market 

Penetration

TheDailyStar.com gives readers access to breaking local and national news, sports and 
in-depth coverage of events and happenings in our area. 

Google Analytics for thedailystar.com from Oct. 13, 2019-Nov. 13, 2019 - 145,752 users. 
40,295 are in market (based on zip codes within The Daily Star delivery area).



Total Website Plus
A responsive website that grows with 
your business, tracks your leads and 
includes a CPM tool to make marketing 
your business easy, efficient and 
affordable.

Local Listings Builder
Be there when consumers are looking 
for your product or service online. Our 
solution includes Listing Distribution, 
Profile Claiming and Reputation 
Monitoring to ensure you are found.

Search Engine Marketing
Get in front of consumers actively searching 
for your products or service at the exact 
time they are searching for it.

Website Retargeting
Reach prospects that have shown an initial 
interest in your offering. Increase the odds 
that your business will be the first one they 
remember when they’re ready to buy.

Social Advertising
Showcase your products and services with 
social media. Targeted campaigns can also 
improve your brand recognition, increase 
consumer loyalty and deliver traffic to your 
website.

Digital Display
Build your brand and tell your story to the right 
audience on the most-trusted sites.

Geo-fence Targeting
Reach your target audience with pinpoint 
accuracy with our Geo-fencing solutions. We 
work with you to strategically identify key areas 
to target consumers via their smartphones.

Video Advertising
Be dominant on YouTube, Social, Connected 
TV and Display. We have you covered across 
multiple channels with carefully crafted 
advertising campaigns and top-notch video 
production.

Direct E-Mail
Targeting delivery of your unique message or 
offer to your ideal customer - with guaranteed 
engagement rates.

Digital Marketing Solutions
We help to get you found and deliver leads

Foundation Products Reactive Products Proactive Products

Website
& Mobile

Rich Media

Total Audience Engagement through thedailystar.com

Banner – $15
Cube – $15

Wallpaper – $200
Floorboard – $200

Mobile Floorboard – $100
Billboard – $200

Save even 
more with our 

multimedia 
marketing 
packages!

Contact your multimedia account 
executive for a customized campaign 
and watch your revenue soar!

Search Engine Optimization
Be found on search results by consumers who are 
actively researching. Our SEO packages include all 
the components for you to get found online and 
win business.



*All packages include one insertion into The Daily Star, The Weekly Star and The 
Cooperstown Crier. Full color at no additional charge. Weekly insertions must be 

consecutive to qualify for frequency discounts. Contracts must be signed in order for 
the client to receive the discount. If contract is canceled prior to fulfillment, the rate 

for previous insertions will be modified to the appropriate discount level based on the 
frequency actually ran. Frequency discounts cannot be paired with other discounts.

* Process color ads MUST BE CMYK MODE WITH TEXT 100% BLACK (K) if applicable. *

Includes Total 
Audience Digital

MULTIMEDIAMarketing

coopercrier.com

thedailystar.com

FREQUENCY
DISCOUNTS

 PRINT            MOBILE|   ONLINE   |

FULL PAGE DOMINANCE
PACKAGES: 13 WEEKS 9 WEEKS 6 WEEKS 3 WEEKS 1 WEEK

TOTAL: $1,708 $1,815 $1,922 $2,029 $2,136
n  6 x 21 Ad in The Daily Star, The Cooperstown Crier & The Weekly Star
n  60K Desktop & Mobile Impressions    n  3 Days Rich Media

QUARTER PAGE DOMINANCE
PACKAGES: 13 WEEKS 9 WEEKS 6 WEEKS 3 WEEKS 1 WEEK

TOTAL: $562 $597 $632 $667 $703
n  3 x 10 Ad in The Daily Star, The Cooperstown Crier & The Weekly Star
n  20K Desktop & Mobile Impressions    n  1 Day Rich Media

EIGHTH PAGE DOMINANCE
PACKAGES: 13 WEEKS 9 WEEKS 6 WEEKS 3 WEEKS 1 WEEK

TOTAL: $364 $386 $409 $432 $455
n  3 x 5 Ad in The Daily Star, The Cooperstown Crier & The Weekly Star
n  20K Desktop & Mobile Impressions    n  50% Off Rich Media

HALF PAGE DOMINANCE
PACKAGES: 13 WEEKS 9 WEEKS 6 WEEKS 3 WEEKS 1 WEEK

TOTAL: $1,055 $1,121 $1,187 $1,253 $1,319
n  6 x 10 Ad in The Daily Star, The Cooperstown Crier & The Weekly Star
n  40K Desktop & Mobile Impressions    n  2 Days Rich Media
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Mary Ann Benjamin,  
90, Oneonta

As Black Friday marks the unof-

ficial start of the holiday shopping 

season, hundreds of small busi-

nesses are preparing to welcome 

shoppers and promote their local 

wares on Small Business Saturday.

Held the first Saturday after 

Thanksgiving, Small Business Sat-

urday was launched by American 

Express launched after the 2009 

recession, when many small busi-

nesses were struggling. Now in its 

10th year, the day has become a 

national celebration and an oppor-

tunity for people to support the 

small, independent businesses that 

make their communities strong, 

according to the National Federa-

tion of Independent Business.

Last year, shoppers spent a 

record $17.8 billion at indepen-

dent stores and restaurants on 

the Saturday after Thanksgiving, 

according to research by Ameri-

can Express and NFIB.

Sixty-seven cents out of every 

dollar spent at a small business 

recirculates in the local economy, 

according to Ray Pucci, president 

of the Delaware County Chamber 

of Commerce.
The chamber produced a video 

this fall to promote “I Pledge,” 

a Small Business Saturday cam-

paign that emphasizes the role of 

the consumer in supporting local 

businesses.
“Everyone this time of year 

talks about ‘shop local, buy local,’ 

and rather than doing it out of a 

sense of obligation or a sense of 

guilt, we wanted to really heighten 

the role that our small businesses 

have in our communities,” Pucci 

said. “We’re asking our neighbors 

to take that pledge, to support 

our small businesses; that as an 

individual, I’m going to make that 

commitment, whenever possible, 

to shop local and support those 

businesses that support me.”

“The idea behind this is that 

our small businesses are one of 

the key pillars of all of our com-

munities, and this is the time of 

year we get to show our appre-

ciation to those small businesses 

for the support that they give,” 

he continued. “It’s that this busi-

ness supports me and my com-

munity.”

Local shops stock up for Small Business Saturday

By Sarah Eames 
Staff Writer

 JULIE LEWIS | THE DAILY STAR 

Gun Blue and son Arlo, 5, browse in Razzle Dazzle on Main Street in 

Oneonta on Wednesday.
See SHOPS on Page 2

BEIJING (AP) — China reacted furi-

ously to President Donald Trump’s 

signing of two bills on Hong Kong 

human rights and said the U.S. will 

bear the unspecified consequences.

A foreign ministry statement 

Thursday repeated heated condem-

nations of the laws and said China 

will counteract. It said all the people 

of Hong Kong and China oppose the 

move. It’s still unclear, however, how 

China will respond exactly.

Trump signed the bills, which were 

approved by near unanimous con-

sent in the House and Senate, even 

as he expressed some concerns about 

complicating the effort to work out a 

trade deal with China’s President Xi 

Jinping.
“I signed these bills out of respect 

for President Xi, China, and the peo-

ple of Hong Kong,” Trump said in a 

statement. “They are being enacted in 

the hope that Leaders and Represen-

tatives of China and Hong Kong will 

be able to amicably settle their differ-

ences leading to long term peace and 

prosperity for all.”

Congress approved the bills last 

week following months of unrest 

in the semi-autonomous Chinese 

city. Before Wednesday’s signing 

announcement, Trump would only 

commit to giving the measures a 

“hard look.”
China’s foreign ministry called the 

laws a “naked hegemonic action” that 

seriously interfered in Hong Kong 

and China’s internal affairs, violated 

international law and “fundamental 

norms of international relations.”

Trump signs 
bills backing 
H.K. protests; 
China fumes

See HONG KONG  on Page 2

SARAH EAMES | THE DAILY STAR 

From right, volunteers Alison Koprowski, Janet Hurley Quackenbush and Sara Eggers serve Oneonta resident Linda Wheeler, left, at the an-

nual community Thanksgiving dinner at the Oneonta Elks Club on Thursday.

ONEONTA — More than 100 

volunteers served 600 meals 

Thursday at the annual commu-

nity Thanksgiving dinner hosted 

by the Elks Club.

“It’s unbelievable to me how 

a community comes forward to 

volunteer, no questions asked, for 

those who don’t have a meal,” said 

John Korb, an Oneonta resident 

who has spearheaded the dinner 

with his wife, Cindy, for the past 

four years.

“People don’t have a meal 

alone here,” he said. “Sometimes 

they come just to be with people 

and know somebody cares. This 

is what’s great about Oneonta — 

that caring feeling that comes 

out.”
Deb Bruce, who coordinated 

meal deliveries, said far more 

were sent home than expected. 

A fleet of volunteers delivered 

250 meals within a 15-mile radi-

us, and 100 more were sent as 

take-out, she said. 

Elks Club volunteers share Thanksgiving joy

By Sarah Eames 
Staff Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The beloved 

balloons flew, but lower than usual, 

in a windy Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day Parade after an anxious weather 

watch.
Wind had threatened to ground the 

giant inflated characters. But officials 

announced less than an hour before 

Thursday’s start time that the bal-

loons could fly, if in a down-to-Earth 

way.
As the parade continued — even 

while city emergency officials sent 

out a public alert about wind gusts 

— handlers struggled with some giant 

balloons and pulled them close to the 

ground. Meanwhile, winds did keep 

giant balloons out of Philadelphia’s 

Thanksgiving Day parade.

The Macy’s parade balloons 

might have been lowered, but Susan 

Koteen’s spirits weren’t. She has trav-

eled from Florida, three years in a row, 

to see the parade.

“We love it. Because it’s exciting, it’s 

patriotic, and it just — it warms your 

heart,” she said.

Spectators lined up a half-dozen 

deep along the route on a gusty fall 

day, with leaves and confetti swirling 

in the wind. A “Green Eggs and Ham” 

balloon joined the lineup, Smokey 

Bear returned for the first time since 

1993, and spectators got to see new 

versions of favorites Snoopy and 

SpongeBob SquarePants.

A smaller new balloon, Japanese 

artist Yayoi Kusama’s “Love Flies Up 

to the Sky,” and two star-shaped bal-

loons ultimately didn’t make the line-

up because of tears and stress from 

inflation before the parade, Macy’s 

said. A giant Ronald McDonald bal-

loon also tore before the parade and 

was pulled out midway through, the 

company said. 

Macy’s parade marches on despite concerns over wind

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

SpongeBob Square Pants  and Gary, his pet snail, float down 

Sixth Avenue during the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade on 

Thursday in New York City.

See THANKSGIVING on Page 2

See PARADE on Page 2
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Attendance was low, but spirits 

remained high during the annual 

Candlelight Evening at the Farm-

ers’ Museum in Cooperstown on 

Saturday, Dec. 14.

“I’m impressed that people 

love the event enough to brave 

the weather,” Chris Rossi, direc-

tor of exhibitions, said. “There’s 

a lot of holiday spirit here … and 

it’s very sweet, lovely and spe-

cial. People are hardy and it just 

speaks to how much they love 

this event.”
Todd Kenyon, director of mar-

keting and communications,  

said cold, wet weather most of 

Saturday resulted in “just under 

1,800” attendees, versus the typi-

cal “2,000 to 3,000.” Last year’s 

Candlelight Evening, he said, saw 

record-breaking attendance with 

3,400.
Kenyon said, while the muse-

um is closed for daily visits 

through April 1, events such as 

the Candlelight Evening show-

case the historical village in a 

special light. The evening usu-

ally includes candlelit walkways, 

luminaria, horse-drawn wagon 

rides, hot wassail served from 

open cauldrons, musical perfor-

mances, carousel rides and his-

torical demonstrations.

“What we’re trying to do with 

it is offer a time to get together 

for families and friends to enjoy 

the beauty at the farm,” he said. 

“It’s such a special event and 

such a unique and beautiful loca-

tion, that it’s just because of that, 

that it (has) endured through the 

years.”
“It has really become a tra-

dition for many families in the 

region,” he said. “It’s something 

people look forward to year after 

year and kids who came to it, 

grow up, have their own kids and 

want to bring them back to expe-

rience it. 
“It’s just a classic Cooperstown 

event,” he continued. 

Kenyon said it’s unclear when 

the event began, but estimated its 

inception in the late 1970s. The 

museum, he said, opened in 1943. 

Kenyon said he has been involved 

for 12 years.
Though the Candlelight Eve-

ning draws “mainly locals from 

Cooperstown, Oneonta and other 

local areas,” Kenyon said, it also 

attracts visitors from “Utica, 

Albany and Syracuse.”

“The demographics are pretty 

far-reaching,” Rossi echoed. “We 

see people from Albany through 

Binghamton and up north, so it 

really does draw from a wide 

area.”
Planning for the Candlelight 

Evening, Kenyon said, begins “a 

couple months ahead of time.”

“It’s (organized by) a commit-

tee here at the museum of rough-

ly 15 people, from every depart-

ment,” he said. 

“We’ve been doing it so long 

that it’s almost automatic, but 

there’s always something to 

improve and it’s always on our 

minds,” he said. 

The event, Kenyon said, 

requires more than 80 volun-

teers and is sponsored by vari-

ous area businesses. Boy Scouts 

Bad weather doesn’t spoil ‘classic’ Farmers’ event 

By Allison Collins

Contributing Writer

ALLISON COLLINS 

Three-year-old Chloe Maynard of Cobleskill gets a peppermint stick 

from Santa Claus at the Farmers’ Museum’s annual Candlelight Evening 

on Saturday, Dec. 14, in Cooperstown.

See MUSEUM on Page 2

COOPERSTOWN — 

Otsego County took a big 

step toward a shared ser-

vices transportation facility 

in the town of Milford at 

a special meeting Monday, 

Dec. 16, at the county offic-

es at 197 Main St.

The board unanimously 

approved, as part of a con-

sent agenda, a contract for 

an amount not to exceed 

$151,499, with C&S Com-

panies of Albany for the 

“phase one of the engineer-

ing process for a shared 

facility project.” Oneonta 

Democrats Danny Lapin 

and Gary Koutnik were not 

at the meeting.

The long-discussed proj-

ect on land adjacent to the 

Otsego Northern Catskills 

BOCES on County Route 35 

in Milford would consoli-

date county transportation 

equipment in a facility with 

BOCES and several other 

schools and municipalities. 

The money allocated Mon-

day will go to draft plans 

for the project.

In addition to the cost 

savings from shared ser-

vices, the county is seek-

ing more room for its own 

equipment. The county’s 

facility at 20 Linden Ave. 

in the town of Otsego, just 

outside of the village of 

Cooperstown, has no room 

to expand. The Milford 

facility would be closer to 

the center of the county, 

making it easier for access 

to the southern half of 

Otsego County.

The meeting, the second 

of the month for the Board 

of Representatives, is held 

annually in December as 

a way to wrap up end-of-

the-year business. This 

year’s meeting had less left-

over money to allocate than 

the mid-December meet-

ing has had in recent years, 

but the representatives did 

renew several contracts and 

approved the county’s 2020 

salary structure.

The only resolutions 

pulled from the consent 

agenda were three reso-

lutions thanking retir-

ing members Koutnik, 

Kathy Clark, R-Laurens, 

Otsego, and Liz Shannon, 

D-Oneonta.
Clark, who served on the 

board for eight years, was 

the board chair for four 

years from 2014 to 2017. 

She was the first woman to 

serve in that role in Otsego 

County, a fact noted by 

Michele Farwell, D-Butter-

nuts, Morris, Pittsfield.

“Being the first at any-

thing takes a lot of bravery, 

and it also opens you up to 

take a lot of (criticism),” 

Farwell said. “I think she 

handled that with a lot of 

poise.”
Koutnik also served for 

eight years, and was vice 

chair for the past two.

“His leadership in his 

committees and his com-

mitment to the work 

the county does is com-

mendable,” Meg Kennedy, 

C-Hartwick, Milford, New 

Lisbon, said.
Shannon served just one 

term, but her colleagues 

said she was particularly 

apt for a first-termer, and 

also said they would miss 

her laugh and hard work.

“For a first-year mem-

ber, she was outstanding,” 

Board Chair Dave Bliss, 

R-Cherry Valley, Middle-

field, Roseboom, said.

Although the board 

holds its monthly meetings 

on the first Wednesday of 

every month, because New 

Year’s Day is a Wednesday, 

the first board meeting of 

2020 will take place at 10 

a.m. Thursday, Jan. 2, in the 

second floor board meet-

ing room at 197 Main St. in 

Cooperstown.

Otsego moves forward 

on shared garage project
By Greg Klein

Staff Writer

Cooperstown Central 

School  District’s $5.13 mil-

lion capital project passed 

Tuesday, Dec. 17. 

District voters approved 

the project, 204-56. The 

project was designed by 

school officials to be done 

without a raise in the tax 

levy, and at a time where 

the bonded portion of 

the project would replace 

expiring debt. The project 

includes a renovated gym-

nasium at the elementary 

school, a refurbished track 

and an upgrade to the cam-

pus baseball field. 

CCS project passes
Staff Report

 MIDDLEFIELD — Early each 

Friday morning, a group of up to 

35 women cheer each other on as 

group members scale the indoor 

rock wall at Clark Sport Center.

Curious passerby stop and watch 

while climbers ascend and descend 

the wall. The camaraderie is evi-

dent; each successful climb is met 

with applause and anyone who 

seems unsure is bolstered with 

support and encouragement from 

teammates.
Women who Climb is a rock-

climbing group open to anyone who 

identifies as a woman and who has 

an interest in the activity, according 

to a media release sent by group 

member Stephanie Talaia-Murray 

to The Daily Star.

Donna Mackie, the group’s orga-

nizer, said Women who Climb was 

formed last January because a few 

gym members wanted to start a 

weekly climbing club. Since then, it 

has grown to include more than 30 

women, including cancer survivors, 

people recovering from surgery and 

people trying to overcome their 

fear of heights.

“Every week it’s a challenge to try 

to get a little bit further and a little 

bit more confidence,” Mackie said.

The group members range from 

25 to 70 years old and everyone has 

varying levels of fitness and climb-

ing ability, Mackie said. She said 

rock climbing presents both physi-

cal and mental challenges; people 

have to learn to trust themselves as 

well as trust the equipment.

Diane Ducey described herself 

as an “early intermediate” climber. 

She said she enjoys cheering on the 

women in her group and getting to 

see their personal development.

“At the beginning I was an orang-

utan grappling the wall,” Ducey 

said. “And after a few months of 

Local women help each other up 
By Shweta Karikehalli 

Staff Writer

SHWETA KARIKEHALLI | THE DAILY STAR 

Marcie Schwartzman, Bonnie Ives and Diane Ducey climb a rock wall at The Clark Sports Center in the town of Mid-

dlefield on Friday, Dec. 13, while Jeannine Kazacos and Marcy Foster wait by the wall. Donna Mackie, Sue Miosek 

and Heather Henderson watch from farther back. 

 COOPERSTOWN — The third-

floor renovated office space of the 

Key Bank building, home to the Fit 

to Be Tied yoga studio, was filled 

with laughter and Christmas carols 

Sunday morning as four local chil-

dren flipped, stretched and spun 

their way through an aerial yoga 

class.
A modern adaptation of an 

ancient Indian practice, aerial yoga 

involves gravity-defying poses and 

gliding around the room in long, 

sling-like hammocks — called silks 

— suspended from the ceiling.

“You’re playing with gravity,” said 

instructor Vanessa Pellegrino, a 

Long Island native who also leads 

goat yoga classes in Gilbertsville. 

“It fully decompresses your spine 

when you’re upside down.”

Pellegrino said she adapted 

the moderate-intensity workouts 

for her young yogis, letting them 

explore the practice for themselves.

“I love kids — they’re naturals,” 

she said. “They’re a lot more in tune 

to being playful.”

“I was hoping Santa would put a 

silk right in our living room,” said 

9-year-old Cooperstown resident 

Lillian Wood, joining the class for a 

second time.
Wearing a pink t-shirt read-

ing “karma, sunshine, peace, yoga, 

love,” Lillian said she regularly 

practices yoga at home to a CD, but 

aerial yoga is her new favorite.

Her 5-year-old brother, Leo, said 

flipping through the air was his 

Local children get a thrill out of aerial yoga

By Sarah Eames 
Staff Writer

See YOGA on Page 2

See CLIMB on Page 2
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Village of Deposit officials 

recently passed local laws abol-

ishing the police department and 

village justice court

The decisions are not yet final 

and are each subject to a referen-

dum, if village residents submit 

petitions in opposition with the 

requisite number of signatures —  

the equivalent of at least 20% of 

the number of registered voters 

in last year’s election, according 

to Village Mayor Bryan Moore.

Moore said the propositions 

have been discussed for more 

than a decade. A 2005 vote on the 

matter came to a tie, so the police 

department remained intact.

Village officials most recent-

ly began debating the matter 

in June, when the board began 

drafting the village budget, he 

said.
“It’s not just a budgetary issue, 

it’s a reliability issue,” Moore 

said, noting that a police force 

comprised of part-time officers 

often led to inconsistent cover-

age.

Don Cantwell, who served as 

Deposit police chief from 2007 

to 2018, echoed the mayor’s con-

cerns about a part-time police 

force providing full-time servic-

es, but argued that abolishing the 

village police department would 

be a detriment to the community.

“The village has had a police 

department for probably more 

than 100 years,” Cantwell said. 

“It’s a very sad thing. If you have 

that, don’t lose that.”

Cantwell said that during his 

time as chief, the department lost 

two full-time officers and the vil-

lage decided not to replace the 

positions.
“We had to learn, adjust and 

do all kinds of things so we could 

run a part-time police depart-

ment,” Cantwell said. “When 

you have full-time coverage with 

a part-time staff, you lose your 

efficiency. It’s very difficult to 

handle following up on com-

plaints.”
The village is nestled in the 

junction of state Route 8 and 

Interstate 86, which Cantwell 

referred to as a “large drug cor-

ridor.”

Village police regularly col-

laborate with state police and 

sheriff ’s deputies, particularly 

for drug investigations, accord-

ing to Cantwell.

“For them to lose the village 

police department is just about 

the most ludicrous thing in the 

world,” Cantwell said. “All of that 

local intel is going to disappear. 

You can’t go and complain about 

the local drug dealer anymore — 

well, you could, but what good 

will it do?”

Deposit moves to abolish village police, court

By Sarah Eames 
Staff Writer
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Zoe, a German shepard rescued in Exeter, is shown after treatment in this photo supplied by 

New York State Police.

State police said they have arrested 

an Exeter man in connection with the 

case of a German shepherd found with 

a missing leg.
According to a media release, Carl K. 

Pritchard, 59, was charged on Monday, 

Nov. 18, with the Agriculture and Mar-

kets Law violation of overdriving, tortur-

ing and injuring animals; failure to pro-

vide proper sustenance, a misdemeanor; 

and failure to provide appropriate shel-

ter for dogs left outdoors, a violation.

Troopers from Richfield Springs 

reported they responded to a complaint 

of alleged animal cruelty at a residence 

on county Route 22 in Exeter on Nov. 

14. They said a UPS driver making a 

delivery observed a dog whose left leg 

appeared to be missing and described it 

as “blown off.”
The Susquehanna SPCA responded to 

the scene and a local veterinarian was 

contacted.
The dog, named Zoe, was immediately 

taken to a clinic. A veterinary technician 

noted that the dog had been chained to 

a stake in the yard, living in a plastic pet 

carrier with a small amount of hay on 

the bottom and had no food and another 

bowl that was frozen and snow covered, 

according to the release.

Veterinarians reportedly told troopers 

they believed the dog had likely chewed 

off her own leg after they observed bone 

fragments in her stomach. She also had 

previous untreated injuries and scarred 

ear tips, the release said.

Zoe was cared for by veterinarians in 

Otsego County and later transported to 

Cornell University College of Veterinary 

Medicine for further care.

Troopers said Pritchard surrendered 

the dog due to his inability to pay for any 

vet bills. He is due to appear in the town 

of Exeter court on Dec. 4.

The Susquehanna SPCA got a call 

about the dog Thursday afternoon, Nov. 

14, SQSPCA Executive Director Stacie 

Haynes said last week. 

“It was traumatic for everybody 

involved,” she said. “Really, it was a very 

disturbing scene.”

 Sara Haddad, shelter manager and a 

licensed veterinary technician, said the 

dog was thin, her shoulder was swollen 

and the leg was completely missing. The 

shoulder area was “meaty,” like it had 

been pulled at, Haddad said.

“I would say any number of rea-

sons she would’ve torn her leg off 

for should’ve been addressed before 

she tore her leg off,” Haddad said. 

“Whether she was starving or in pain.”

Exeter man charged in 
animal cruelty case

Staff Report “I would say any number 

of reasons she would’ve 

torn her leg off for 

should’ve been addressed 

before she tore her leg off.”

— Sara Haddad, shelter manager 

and a licensed veterinary technician

The first pitch for the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame’s 2020 Induc-

tion Weekend came blazing across 

the plate Monday, Nov. 18. 

Five-time World Series champi-

on Derek Jeter heads a group of 18 

new candidates, including a former 

Most Valuable Player, postseason 

MVPs and winners of Cy Young and 

Jackie Robinson Rookie of the Year 

awards on the 2020 Hall of Fame bal-

lot that is being mailed this week to 

more than 400 voting members of 

the Baseball Writers’ Association of 

America.
Jeter, who for 19 of his 20 big 

league seasons was a teammate of 

2019 Hall of Fame electee Mariano 

Rivera, will join 14 holdovers from 

the 2019 balloting in which Rivera, 

fellow pitchers Roy Halladay and 

Mike Mussina and designated hitter-

infielder Edgar Martinez were elect-

ed to the National Baseball Hall of 

Fame in Cooperstown.

Additional newcomers to the bal-

lot include Cliff Lee, Josh Beckett, 

Jason Giambi, Paul Konerko, Rafael 

Furcal, Bobby Abreu and Alfonso 

Soriano.
Candidates must be named on 75% 

of ballots cast by selected BBWAA 

members with 10 or more consecu-

tive years of MLB coverage to gain 

election. Along with the electees, 

the other players who were named 

on more than half of the ballots cast 

in last year’s election were pitchers 

Curt Schilling (60.9%) and Roger 

Clemens (59.5) and outfielders Barry 

Bonds (59.1) and Larry Walker (54.6).

Players may remain on the bal-

lot for up to 10 years provided they 

receive at least 5% of the vote. Walk-

er is on the ballot for the 10th and 

final time. Other holdovers from the 

2019 ballot are pitchers Andy Pet-

titte and Billy Wagner, first baseman 

Todd Helton, second baseman Jeff 

Kent, third baseman Scott Rolen, 

HOF ballot released: Jeter tops list

Staff Report

Two Oneonta Democrats 

announced this week they want to 

challenge incumbent state Assem-

blyman John Salka in the 121st dis-

trict next year.  

New York Central Mutual man-

ager Dan Buttermann and Hartwick 

College student Nicholas Chase 

have announced they will chal-

lenge Salka, R-Brookfield, who is 

seeking his second term in the dis-

trict, which includes all of Madison 

County, part of Oneida County and 

about two-thirds of Otsego Coun-

ty, including Cooperstown and 

Oneonta. 
According to a media release 

announcing his candidacy, Butter-

mann is a member of the Oneonta 

City Schools Board of Education, 

the Board of Directors of Oppor-

tunities for 

Otsego and the 

Oneonta Con-

cert Associa-

tion. 
In 2017, he 

organized the 

planning team 

that presents 

the annual 

TEDx events in 

Oneonta. Addi-

tionally, Buttermann has served 

on the town of Oneonta Planning 

Board; is a member of the Oneon-

ta Rotary Club, NAACP and Farm 

Bureau; performs clarinet regularly 

with the Oneonta Community Con-

cert Band and the Catskill Sympho-

ny Orchestra; and teaches courses 

on negotiation and organizational 

behavior at Hartwick College.

“As your representative, I will use 

my knowledge 

and experi-

ences in busi-

ness and com-

munity service 

to lead on the 

issues of educa-

tion, economic 

development, 

infrastructure, 

environmental 

protection and 

sustainability,” Buttermann said 

in the media release. “We are at a 

pivotal time in our state and coun-

try. We have the chance to protect 

our environment, and build a rich, 

vibrant and sustainable economy 

that works for all New Yorkers at 

the same time. I’m excited for the 

future of New York and eager to 

be our voice and advocate for this 

important work in Albany.”

Buttermann challenged then-

incumbent William Magee in the 

2018 Democratic primary, but lost 

about 60% to 40%. Magee lost to 

Salka in the general election by less 

than 500 votes, or about 1%.

Chase is a 2018 Franklin Cen-

tral School graduate. According 

to a media release announcing his 

candidacy, he started college as a 

chemistry major before finding a 

passion for politics. At 19, he would 

be the youngest Assemblyman in 

state history. 
“I understand that the views of 

different constituents vary greatly, 

but it’s my job to remind everyone 

that we all face the same issues as 

a district,” Chase said in the media 

release. “Studying political science 

at Hartwick has given me the abil-

ity to understand viewpoints other 

than my own. This is why I will be 

able to work 

with the Demo-

cratic majority, 

while still rep-

resenting my 

Republican con-

stituents to the 

full extent.” 
The Oneonta 

duo could have 

company in 

the Democratic field. The Utica 

Observer-Dispatch has reported 

Bouckville farmer and Mosher 

Farm businessman Corey Mosher 

has formed an exploratory commit-

tee for a campaign. 

The primary for the state posi-

tions is Tuesday, June 23, with a 

Thursday, April 2, filing deadline. 

The general election is Tuesday, 

Nov. 3. 

At least two Democrats to run for Salka’s Assembly seat

Staff Report

Salka

Butterman

Chase
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In this Sept. 25, 

2014, file photo, 

Derek Jeter 

jumps after hit-

ting the game-

winning single 

against the 

Baltimore Ori-

oles in New York. 

Jeter is among 

18 newcomers 

on the 2020 Hall 

of Fame ballot, 

announced Mon-

day, Nov. 18.
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