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Meet one of our “behind the scenes” heroes
In the event of an 

emergency, some 
of the most unsung 
heroes and impor-
tant individuals are 

emergency 911 dispatch-
ers. They may not 
respond to the scene and 
are voices without faces; 
however, they are instru-
mental in resolving 
emergent situations of 
various kinds.

Aside from communi-
cating with law enforc e-
ment officers, fire and 
medical personnel, they 
are tasked 
with obtain-
ing as much 
information 
as possible 
from callers 
r e g a r d i n g 
their emer-
gency.

Rushvi l le 
resident and 
2009 Rush-
ville Consoli-
dated High 
School grad-
uate Brittany 
( L e i s i n g ) 
Tames said 
she found 
more than 
her passion in life, but a 
job she daily looks for-
ward to going out her 
front door to do when 
she decided to become 
an emergency dispatch-
er. She first worked for 
Fayette County in nearby 
Connersville and now for 
the Rushville Police 
Department.

Shortly after graduat-
ing from RCHS, Tames 
was unsure of her life’s 
path and worked in retail 
for a while before being 
hired by Fayette County 
911 Services Communi-
cations. 

“I was with the Fayette 
County’s communication 
center. While there, I and 
other dispatchers were 
tasked with dispatching 
law enforcement fire and 
EMS for the entire coun-
ty out of a single location. 
I was there for nearly two 
years before being hired 
here at the Rushville 
Police Depar tment,” 
Tames said.

In April, Tames will 
celebrate her second 
year at the RPD and does 
not regret a moment of 
what she considers her 
career move. During the 
past four years, the Rush-

ville resi-
dent has 
b e c o m e 
b o t h 
I D A C S 
(Indiana 
Data and 
C o m m u -
n i c a t i o n 
Systems) 
and EMD 
( E m e r -
g e n c y 
M e d i c a l 
Dispatch) 
cer tifica-
tions - 
both nec-
e s s a r y 
t r a i n i n g 

when receiving calls 
from the general public 
and responding to radio 
transmissions from law 
enforcement officers.

Tames has also taken 
“active shooter” training 
as a means to be better 
prepared in the event of 
an emergency of that 
nature.

Helping others is noth-
ing new to Tames, during 
many of her formative 
years the wife and moth-
er served the rural com-
munity she grew up in 
Anderson Township, as a 
volunteer fire and emer-

gency responder. 
“I have since had to 

give up firefighting just 
due to family and not cur-
rently having the time to 
dedicate to it, but I miss 
it. I have always been 
raised to help others and 
give back to the commu-
nity anyway you can,” 
she said.

She was quick to add 
that although she and 
other dispatchers have 
and continue to receive 
training, it is a process 
that really never ends.

“Training can prepare 
you, but no emergency 
call is the same. You have 
to make sure you don’t 
fall in to a routine that 
they call the 300 call syn-
drome. Each call all 
though similar will throw 
a little different obstacle 
at you and you can’t get 
training out of a class or 
book for that,” Tames 
said.

She said that in law 
enforcement, one thing 
she has learned is that no 
two calls are the same, 
just as no traffic stop for 
law enforcement offices 
is the same either.

“We have to learn from 
our experience and each 
and every call,” she said.

While growing up in 
Rush County, Tames was 
active inside and outside 
of the classroom by par-
ticipating in a number of 
clubs and organizations - 
FFA, 4-H, band, Key Club 
and SADD to name a few. 

Her life took on a num-
ber of new changes in 
September of 2014 when 
she married EMT and 
RPD reserve of ficer 
Mike Tames. 

The couple has one 
son and an extended fam-
ily with a son by her hus-
band from a previous 
relationship.

“Aside from my family, 
being an E911 dispatcher 
is my life at this point. In 
the coming years, I hope 
to further my knowledge 
so I can better help oth-
ers and at some point I 
would like to get back 
into the fire service. 
Until that time, being an 
emergency dispatcher is 
what love doing each and 
every day,” Tames said 
in closing.

Contact: frank.denzler@
rushvillerepublican.com 
or (765) 932-2222 x106

By Frank Denzler 
Rushville Republican

“I currently 
train any new 

dispatcher 
hired to work 
at the RPD.” 
– Brittany Tames
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Niehoff loves his community

W h i l e 
being an 
a v i d 
s p o r t s 
fan and 

the newest Chamber 
President, Alan Niehoff, 
also loves Rush County.

“I am proud and hum-
bled to represent the 
Chamber of Commerce 
this year as president,” 
Niehoff said.  “I served at 
Vice President last year 
and look forward to a 
successful year this year.  
I have been on the board 
for three years with this 
being the start of my 
fourth. The Chamber is 
made up of local busi-

nesses and individuals in 
Rushville and Rush 
County and we are here 
to help promote 
them and also to 
promote Rush 
County in general.  
Our mission is to 
promote responsi-
ble business devel-
opment, tourism 
and growth in the overall 
best interest of the Rush 
County area through ser-
vices and representation 
of the business commu-
nity.” 

Along with being a 
large asset to the cham-
ber, Niehoff helps locally 
with sports.

“I have coached bas-
ketball for several years 
from youth to junior high 

and some traveling 
teams.  I have also 
coached fast pitch soft-

ball for a few 
years,” Niehof f 
said.

Niehoff is also 
active at St. Mary 
Catholic Church, 
serving as lector 
and Eucharistic 

Minister, as well as being 
a member of the St 
Mary’s Men’s Group. He 
is a member of the New 
Salem Lions Club for the 
past year and a half and 
also has been a corporate 
sponsor for the RCHS 
athletic teams for the 
past eight years.

“I have lived here 
(Rush County) my whole 
life, growing up in the 

rural Arlington area and 
for the past seven and a 
half years live southeast 
of New Salem.  I love the 
rural community and 
believe that is has been a 
great place to raise chil-
dren,” Niehoff said.

Outside of his new 
position at the chamber 
and being involved with 
the community, Niehoff 
sells insurance and 
attends as many sporting 
events possible.

“I am an insurance 
agent and a registered 
representative for Farm 
Bureau Insurance here in 
Rushville, Niehoff said. “I 
love sports in general; in 
fact, I have two televi-

Kate Thurston
Rushville Republican

See NIEHOFF / 11
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AUTO SALES, INC.

Family Owned Business

A Difference You Will Appreciate
,AUTO SALES, INC.TO SALES,

Family Owned Business

325 W. 2nd, Rushville • 765-932-4659

Welcome to our Family.

For 27 Years

Sharpe is proud of her community 

A fter serving 
mayor after 
mayor, Carla 
Sharpe has 
w o r k e d 

behind the scenes at City 
Hall for 36 years this 
June.

Her journey started in 
1980 when the opportu-
nity fell into her lap.

“I was working as a 
Nurses Aid at Rush 
Memorial Hospital in 
1980.  At that time, John 
Stamm was Clerk-Trea-
surer and was hiring for 
the Clerk’s Office need-
ing a secretary so I threw 
my hat in the ring,” 
Sharpe said. “Lucky for 

me, John Stamm was my 
boyfriend’s uncle and I 
got the job.  It has been a 
job I love as you can tell, 
still being there after 36 
years.”

Being a secretary for 
the city, Sharpe stays 
busy with many tasks.

“Every day is different 
with my job.  No two days 
are alike.  I try to keep the 
Mayor on track!  I am 
always making the May-
or’s appointments, setting 
up meetings, answering 
phone calls, taking com-
plaints, typing letters, fil-
ing etc.,” Sharpe said. “I 
rent the shelter houses 
out.  I also do the Work-
man’s Comp claims for 
injured employees, help 
Department Heads with 

their typing and notices 
to the paper, bid packag-
es, etc. I have also been 
the Parks Board Secre-
tary for a number of 
years.  I also help with the 
Valentines Dance at 
BRMS every year, I help 
with the Easter Egg Hunt 
every year, help with the 
Halloween Costume 
Parade every year.  I’m 
very involved with the 
Riverside Park Amphithe-
ater Concert series. I try 
to take care of issues that 
come in the front door or 
see that they get taken 
care of in a timely man-
ner.”

Sharpe said she takes 
pride in her community 
and loves to see exciting 
things happen.

“I enjoy helping others, 
the people I’ve met over 
the years and the people I 
work with.  Over the last 
36 years, I have had some 
wonderful bosses, met a 
lot of great people and 
made a lot of great 
friends,” Sharpe added.

Sharpe said she has 
had many proud moments 
in her 26 years as secre-
tary. She shared several.

“I have several proud 
moments.  First, all the 
friends I have made over 
the years, raising $22,000 
for a skateboard park, 
which is no longer, but a 
group of kids I worked 
with worked their tails off 
to raise that much money 

Kate Thurston 
Rushville Republican

See SHARPE / 11
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Pharmacists Kip and Emily
For over 70 years, we have been taking care of 

your family’s prescription needs.

Joe Meckes
Homecare Consultant

Shelly Bostic
Gift Department Manager

201670th 2016hthRushvil le Rushvil le 
 Pharmacy  Pharmacy & Fine Gifts& Fine Gifts

We Offer You:
Home Health Care Equipment & Supplies

Acceptance of Most 
Insurance Prescription Cards

Full Line Of Over The 
Counter Medications

Plus:
• Hallmark Cards & Gifts 
• New Jewelry & Accessories
• Russell Stover Candy
• Children’s Games & Puzzles
• Pictures & Picture Frames
• Home Decor
• Garden Stakes & Flags
• Tervis Tumblers
• Kitchen Gadgets & Cook Books
• Seasonal Decor
• Camille Beckman Lotions
• Woodwick Candles

Answers, Advice, Solutions
We’re Here to Help.

Count on us for all of your prescription 
and over-the-counter healthcare 

needs. Our helpful  pharmacy staff is 
here six days a week to deliver fast, 

friendly service when you need it most.

302 N. Main - Rushville • www.rushvillepharmacy.com
765-932-3328

Your Hometown Pharmacy 
& Specialty Gift Store since 1946.

See Our 
New Line of 

BABY CLOTHING 
& GIFT ITEMS

HOURS: 
Mon. - Fri. 8 - 7 

Sat. 8 - 4 
Closed Sunday

Whether you’re 
looking for that 
special item to 

give as a gift, or 
just something 

for yourself, we 
have a fantastic 

selection of fun & 
beautiful, one-of-
a-kind items for 
every budget.

We carry 
Fashion Clothing, 

Jewelry and 
Accessories 
Hallmark, 

Willow Tree 
and 

Yankee Candles Awesome 
Gift Shop!

Coordinated Refi ll Program

Simplify My Meds
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Helping Build Great 

Communities Since 1920

As communities grow, so do their needs. We are proud to be a part of the growth of local 

communities throughout our region and beyond. We look forward to continuing to serve 

the expansion needs of our friends and neighbors.

Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS – CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS

305 S. John St., Batesville, IN • Phone: 812-934-2105 • www.bruns-gutzwiller.com • Bruns-Gutzwiller is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Building Site, Batesville, IN St. Mary’s Church, Greensburg, IN

Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc., Batesville, IN
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R.L. COON, 
EXCAVATING

• Residential • Commercial
• Ponds • Bulldozing 

• Site Preparation • Open Ditches 
• Gravel • Waterways • Stone

1295 W. U.S. 52 
Rushville, IN 46173

932-2308
LINDA’S
ALTERATIONS
& DRY
CLEANING

765-938-4968
113 W. 3rd, Rushville 

524221

•Dry Cleaning
•Alterations

Cemetery

Saddles & Cups

938-2880
www.rushcounty.com

Chamber
  Commerce
Rush County, Indiana

Making Sense Of Investing

Brian D. Humphrey
Financial Advisor

1905 N. Main 
Rushville, IN 46173
765-932-4959

www.edwardjones.com

Mock loves helping others 

A lthough she 
has only been 
at Rush 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital for 

about three and a half 
years, Faith Mock has 
made a huge impact and 
hopes to continue to do so.

Mock took the job at 
RMH Foundation Direc-
tor basically because she 
loved people and had a 
passion to help others.

“I love people and being 
a retired health teacher, 
this was a great fit,” Mock 
said. “I am so proud of all 
of the services offered at 
Rush Memorial and I get 
to tell that story to the 
public.  I guess instead of 
teaching kids I get to 
teach the community 
about RMH health ser-
vices and our wonderful 
hospital.  It’s been such a 

learning experience for 
me.  I have learned so 
much about our hospital 
and invite anyone to come 
and take a tour. You will 
be amazed what RMH 
offers.  We are so fortu-
nate to have the variety 
and quality of healthcare 
services that we do right 
here at home.”

 Along with helping 
people daily, Mock has 
her iron in many fires.

“I run the day to day 
operations of the RMH 
Foundation.  I am in 
charge of making con-
tacts for fundraising for 
the RMHF. I work and 
execute the duties given 
to me by the RMH Foun-
dation Board (such as 
organizing events, solicit-

ing donations, managing 
the funds), and I intro-
duce the community to 
the RMH Foundation 
through speaking 
engagements and person-
al conversations.  I handle 
the funds of the RMH 
Cultivation Club which is 
our employee philan-
thropic organization. I am 
also in charge of the hos-
pital volunteers; what a 
great group of wonderful 
people,” Mock said.

 Out of all her duties, 
Mock said her favorite 
part of the job is the peo-
ple.

“The staff at Rush 
Memorial is amazing; 
what a dedicated and pro-
fessional staff that work 
to put patients first!  They 

are quite a team,” Mock 
added.

When asked what her 
proudest moment so far, 
Mock said that was a hard 
question to answer.

“There have been so 
many proud moments; 
from reaching our event 
fundraising goals, the cre-
ation of the Building Lead-
ers Together partnership 
with the local 4-H program, 
to raising funds for our 
chapel renovation, and 
Pediatric Office Building.  
The work and securing 
donor gifts is never done.  
Healthcare is constantly 
changing and there are 
needs in the hospital such 
as new equipment, new 

Kate Thurston
Rushville Republican

See MOCK / 11
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5th Anniversary 
Party

(Located on the square in Greensburg)
QUILT SHOP

April 15 & April 16
10-6             9-4

Savings • Prizes • Treats • Fun

Professional  Employment Screening 

For Employers Who  Want To Know More

130 East Second St., Rushville, IN 46173
765-932-5917 • Fax: 765-932-2938

email: pbarada@baradainc.com
will@baradainc.com

Barada Associates provides reference reports, employment 
verifi cations, and background checks to employers nationwide.  
Our professional reports and thorough research give our clients 
a clear hiring advantage.  We are committed to offering the 
highest level of customer service, legal compliance, and ease 
of process.  

With technology and experience we’ve come a long way from 
the organization that Paul Barada founded some 36 years ago 
but haven’t moved that far from our roots.

Bararda Associates remains headquartered in our original 
historic building in Rushville, Indiana.

For more information, visit www.baradainc.com

Love for animals drives Schilling to help

Nina Schilling 
has a pas-
sion for 
helping ani-
mals and 

helping them find homes. 
When she returned to 
Indiana in 2011, she 
decided to take her pas-
sion and help out the 
Rushville Animal Shelter 
in her spare time.

“At Rushville Animal 
Shelter I do monthly or 
quarterly ‘Adoptable’ pho-
tos of the dogs and cats 
that are ready for new 
homes,” Schilling said. 
“The shelter uses them 
for their Facebook page, 
advertising and websites.”

“In 2011, my husband 
and I moved back to Indi-
ana after five years in 
Maryland. I didn’t know 
many people and was 
looking for a project. I 
originally came to the 
shelter to see if I could 
walk and groom some of 
the dogs that needed 
socialization,” Schilling 
explained. “I made orange 

reflective vest that said 
‘Adopt Me’ and the shel-
ter phone number for the 
dogs to wear as we 
walked. Eventually, I just 
started taking pictures 
for Cara to use. When a 
dog or cat spends a lot of 
time in a kennel naturally 
they are easily excited. 
Taking a picture through 
the kennel fence usually 
captures only a furry 
blur! People want to see 
those big brown eyes, 
floppy ears or funny 

expression. Taking the 
animals out, walking 
them around, and giving 
them a one on one photo 
session really brings out 
their personality and joy 
they each have.”

Since she was young, 
Schilling always loved 
being around animals.

“I enjoy spending time 
at the shelter for many 
reasons. I have always 
loved being around ani-

mals. As a kid my mom 
worked for Greyhounds 
as Pets and a vet. We 
would always have a stray 
dog, cat, duck or snake 
spending time with us. As 
a photographer I love to 
photograph animals and 
nature.  I am fascinated 
by the variety and charac-
teristics of animals.”

Although she loves 
working with animals and 
taking pictures, Schilling 
is a stay at home mom 
who stays involved with 
the community.

“When I am not help-
ing out at the shelter I 
help at the Rushville 
Community Garden as a 
committee member, I am 
a Tri Kappa sister, work 
as a Greensburg YMCA 
fitness instructor, and am 
the owner of CMS Pho-
tography.”

Kate Thurston 
Rushville Republican “I enjoy 

spending time 
at the shelter 

for many 
reasons. I have 
always loved 
being around 

animals. ” 
– Nina Schilling
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facilities, expanded servic-
es, etc.  With the help of 
wonderful community 
donors we can create the 
most excellent facility to 
meet the health needs of 
the community,” Mock 

said. “My theme is ‘Alone 
we can do so little, but 
together we can do so 
much’ by Helen Keller.  
They have all been positive 
and rewarding moments.”

When not being super-
woman at the hospital, 
Mock enjoys spending 
time with her family, bak-
ing, watching college 

sports and traveling.
“I enjoy visiting favorite 

places like Shipshewana.  I 
teach a Sunday School 
class at Raleigh Christian 
Church, I am a member of 
the Rotary Club, and PEO.  
I also try to volunteer for 
various community func-
tions when I can,” Mock 
said.

MOCK
Continued from Page 7

sions in my living room so 
I can watch two ballgames 
at the same time.  I attend 
approximately 50-60 bas-
ketball, football or base-
ball games per year.  My 
wife Julie and I love to go 
to my daughter’s college 
basketball games and 
travel as much as six or 
more hours away to watch 
her.  We also like to go to 
our daughter and son-in-
law’s basketball games in 
which they coach.  Over-
all, we enjoy spending 
time with our adult chil-
dren and with both sides 
of our immediate fami-
lies.”

NIEHOFF
Continued from Page 3

making me very 
proud,” Sharpe said. 
“The Riverside Park 
Amphitheater – I have 
been helping with it 
since it started 11 years 
ago.  When we first 
started we were lucky 
to have 100 people in 
the audience.  Now we 
have anywhere from 
1,000 to 3,000 people in 
audience.  It is so excit-
ing seeing it grow 
every year; it makes 
me proud being a part 
of it and working with 
wonderful friends. 
Lastly, I enjoy being 
able to help people by 

answering questions 
or finding things for 
them.”

Outside of work, 
Sharpe enjoys spend-

ing time with family 
and friends.

“Outside of work, I 
enjoy being with my 
boyfriend Norman for 
almost the past two 
years now.  I enjoy my 
daughters and Nor-
man’s kids and their 
significant others and 
my family and friends,” 
Sharpe said. 

“I have one grandson 
Paxton and Norman 
has three grandchil-
dren Alyssa, Braxton 
and Nevaeh with anoth-
er one on the way and 
they are so much fun!”

SHARPE
Continued from Page 4
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The Law Offi ces of
BADELL & WILSON

Personal Injury Estate Planning
Real Estate Business Tax Services

66 YEARS
110 N. Perkins St., Rushville

932-3951
230 S. Main St.

Rushville
932-4510

BOB-O-LINK South
1628 N. Main St.

Rushville
932-2064

BOB-O-LINK North

Check
Cashing
Available

Bob-O-Link
LIQUORS

Beer-Liquor-Wine

19 W Main St.
Cambridge City

BOB-O-LINK Cambridge

Jenkins enjoys all facets of his job

“Give me 
s i x 
h o u r s 
to chop 
down a 

tree and I will spend the 
first four hours sharpen-
ing the axe.”

This was a quote from 
Abraham Lincoln that 
Terry Jobe, CEO of 
RushShelby Energy used 
to describe Vice Presi-
dent of Operations Russ 
Jenkins.

“He approaches many 
jobs, de cisions, situa-
tions etc. with this 
thought process in mind. 
Rarely is he not prepared 
or resourceful enough to 
accomplish a task,” Jobe 
said. 

“I have personally and 
professionally known 
Russ since 1988. Twenty-
five years working 
together with him has 
given me quite an insight 
as to his character and 
value to his community 
and to RushShelby Ener-
gy.”

“I recall in 1991, when 
Russ was still a lineman 
for Rush County REMC, 
I saw qualities in him, a 
leadership potential 

along with a strong skill 
set to someday be work-
ing in upper manage-
ment in this organiza-
tion,” Jobe said. 
“Although it was rough 

at that time for Russ to 
see, it was apparent to 
me his future value to the 
organization.”

At RSE, Jenkins has 
wears many hats.

“I am responsible for 
safety and training, regu-
latory compliance, I 
manage all outages, 
equipment and line 

crews along 
with the ser-
v i c e m e n , ” 
J e n k i n s 
said.

His career 
with RSE 
s t a r t e d 
when he 

was fresh out of high 
school. Now, Jenkins is 
working on his 44th year 
at the company and will 
soon retire.

“I took the job because 
I thought the job would 
be interesting. It’s been 
much more than that.”

While the job can be a 
challenge, Jenkins 
enjoys his job and all the 
work involved.

“I enjoy most all 
aspects of my job. The 
most difficult part has 
been managing all the 
personalities we have. 
The most rewarding 
aspect has been restor-
ing coop members power 
in their times of need. 
What I will miss the most 
is just coming in every 
day to work. Every day is 
a different challenge.”

With retirement 

around the corner, Jen-
kins will miss his job but 
looks forward to more 
family time.

“I plan to spend more 
time with my wife (Lin-
da) and my children 
Aaron, Mollie and Son in 
law Neil along, with my 
grandchildren Leni, 

Sadie and Oscar. I want 
to see my grandchildren 
and family as often as 
possible,” Jenkins said.

Other than work and 
spending time with his 
family, Jenkins enjoys 
woodworking, hunting, 
fishing and spending 
time in his woods.

Kate Thurston 
Rushville Republican
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Fallis
Painting & Decorating

Residential & Commercial

765-932-3481
fallispainting.com

• Painting
• Wallpapering
• Faux Painting
• Ceiling Texture
•Trim Installation

Professional
Quality
Workmanship

“A” Rated

• Wood Finishing
• Restorative Work
• Repairing & Finishing
    Plaster & Drywall
• Tile Installation
• Bath Remodeling

45
59

48

Reside

765765
fallisp

• Pain•
• Wall
• Faux
• Ceili
•Trim

Click, law enforcement go hand in hand 

Assistant Chief 
of the Rush-
ville Police 
Depar tment 
Todd Click 

grew up in a structured 
environment being 
raised in a military family 
and the son of a career 
Rush County Deputy 
Sherif f. For Todd, a 
career in law enforce-
ment seemed almost a 
natural.

Born on a Grissom Air 
Force Base in Peru, the 
Click family returned to 
their Rushville roots 
once Todd’s father’s mili-
tary career came to a 
close in the early 1980’s. 
Click said he feels fortu-
nate to have grown up in 
Rush County and the 
slower paced lifestyle it 
affords.

He graduated from 
Rushville Consolidated 

High School in 1991 and 
headed to southern Indi-
ana and Vincennes Uni-
versity to continue his 
education for a short 
time.  

“I didn’t start my law 
enforcement career until 
1998 when I began work-
ing as a jailer in Marion 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. I worked there for 
a couple of years before I 
relocated back to this 
area and worked as a 
jailer for the Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment until I was hired as 
a Rushville Police Officer 
in 2001,” Click said.

To better prepare him-
self for a career in law 
enforcement, his first 
position locally was that 

of a reserve officer for 
the RPD prior to being 
hired full-time in May of 
2001. In the fall of that 
year, the young officer 
graduated from the Indi-
ana Law Enforcement 
Academy and began as a 
patrol officer with the 
department.

During his 15 years 
with the department, 
Click has held a number 
of rank; Patrol SGT., 
Detective and for nearly 
five years, Assistant 
Chief.

Click was quick to add 
that he has never sought 
out individual awards or 
singular recognition dur-
ing his law enforcement 
career by saying that he 
strives to make the 

department a cohesive 
unit with all of ficers 
working toward a com-
mon  goal, to make Rush-
ville a save environment 
to live and raise a family. 

“I have always strived 
to do my job to the best 
of my ability. Training is 
a continual part of being 
in law enforcement; how-
ever, there are a few 
trainings that stand out. 
In 2002, I went through 
swift water rescue in 
South Bend. That was 
probably the toughest 
and most strenuous 
training I have ever been 
through,” he said with a 
laugh.

He continued by say-

Frank Denzler 
Rushville Republican

See CLICK / 15
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We’ve Got It All Under One Roof...

Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm
Sat 8am-2pm
Sun 9am-2pm

100 S. Perkins, Rushville, IN • 765-932-3981

• Vanities & Vanity Tops

• Larson Storm Doors

• Interior/Exterior Doors

• Vinyl Windows

100

• Va

• La

• Lumber Sales
• Metal Sales
• Pole Barns

MILROY BUILDING SUPPLY

Crews Available • 765-629-2001
1 Mile South Of Milroy On S.Rd. 3

Be Sure To Check Our Prices Before You Buy

The Sampler
Fine Cherry
Furniture

Hwy. 44
www.samplercherryfurniture.com

Celebrating 
70 years!

Open Monday-Saturday 
10am - 5pm

OLIN DURBIN

Phone: 765-932-2776
FAX: 765-932-2778

952 S. STATE ROAD 3
RUSHVILLE, IN 46173

OWNER

“WE MAKE 
SICK CARS 

WELL”

W
SITHE

CAR CLINIC

105 W. Main St.
Milroy, IN 46156

765.629.2426

 HISTORY OF INDIANA
Indiana became a state 

on Dec. 11, 1816 when 
President James Madison 
signed Indiana to the 
Union. This day has lived 
for 200 years now and 
been celebrated annually 
as Statehood Day. Now in 
2016, the state celebrates 
the entire year as the 
200th birthday of Indiana.

Prior to of ficially 
becoming a state, Indiana 
was part of a large por-
tion of land called the 
Indiana Territory. On 
July 4, 1800, the Indiana 
Territory was carved 
from the Northwest Ter-
ritory. The territorial 
capital was located at Vin-
cennes.

The name Indiana was 
coined by early members 
of congress. The word 
means “land of the Indi-
ans.” 

Jonathan Jennings 
became a leader in pur-
suit of Indiana’s state-
hood at this time, as a 

sense of increased impor-
tance was put on joining 
the union. 

Jennings efforts led to 
the Indiana Enabling Act. 
This legislation led to 
Indiana becoming a state. 
During the summer of 
1816, Jennings was elect-
ed president of the Con-

stitutional Convention (a 
group of 43 men working 
together to write Indi-
ana’s first constitution). 

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Education still 
shares fun facts about 
events that occurred 
from 1816. Of these 
includes the fact that the 

Indiana Constitution of 
1816 was written in the 
heat of the summer under 
the shade of a giant elm 
tree. The tree later would 
become known as the 
constitutional elm. 

Indiana became the 
19th state to join the 
Union. Jennings would be 
appointed as the state’s 
first governor and Coryd-
on was named the state 
capital of Indiana. In 1816, 
when Indiana was grant-
ed statehood, there were 
15 counties. By 1824, 
when the state capital 
moved to Indianapolis, 
there were 49 counties. 
The rest o the land was 
occupied by Native Amer-
icans. Now, Indiana has 
92 counties.

In 1825, Indianapolis 
would become the state’s 
capital. The move would 
take just 11 days when a 
group of state officials 
loaded four spring wag-
ons and moved 130 miles 
north. 

Indiana’s statehouse 
was built at its present 
day site in 1835. That 
building was then demol-
ished in 1888 and the cur-

rent Capital Building was 
built.

In 1888, Benjamin Har-
rison would become the 
first United States Presi-
dent to be from Indiana. 
To this day, he remains 
the only to be from Indi-
ana.

During the 20th centu-
ry, the Hoosier State 
made many declarations 
into making 
itself stand 
out from the 
other states 
in the United 
States.

In 1913 
I n d i a n a 
adopted “On 
the Banks of 
the Wabash, 
Far Away” as 
the state 
song. The 
chorus still 
has Indiana 
written all over it. 

“Oh, the moonlight’s 
fair tonight along the 
Wabash, From the fields 
there comes the breath of 
new-mown hay, Through 
the sycamores the candle 
lights are gleaming, On 
the banks of the Wabash, 

far away.”
In 1917 the state flag 

that stands still today was 
adopted.

During the 1930’s the 
state tree (Tulip Tree) 
and the state bird (Cardi-
nal) were named. 

It was 1957 when the 
peony was adopted as 
Indiana’s state flower and 
it wasn’t until 1996 that 

the Wabash 
River was 
named the 
state river of 
Indiana.

Now in 
2016, the 
state comes 
together to 
c e l e b r a t e 
two full cen-
turies of 
s ta tehood. 
Across the 
state many 
ceremonies, 

parades and tributes are 
taking place to honor the 
birth of Indiana. To learn 
more about the upcom-
ing events in your area, 
check with the Indiana 
Bicentennial Commis-
sion at http://www.
in.gov/ibc/.
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ing that a week-long train-
ing event in St. Louis for 
homicide and death 
investigation was very 
informative and the 
instructors were known 
throughout law enforce-
ment departments coast 
to coast.

As a result of the mul-
tiple active shooter events 
across the county, Click 
more recently attended 
additional training in the 
event of multiple shoot-
ings by an individual or 
individuals. 

“A portion of that train-
ing was very eye opening. 
I was very fortunate to be 
in a position to attend that 
training,” he said.

All of the extended 
training Click has under-
taken has provided 
opportunities that not 
only help make him a bet-

ter and prepared officer, 
but serves as a fulcrum 
for passing that knowl-
edge on to other officers 
locally.

“I have seen some very 
interesting stuff during 
my 15-years in law 
enforcement. One of the 
most disturbing is that of 
the drug culture and the 

advancement of metham-
phetamine use. Personal-
ly, I feel we were caught a 
little off-guard by the 
severity of the problem 
locally. However, in 
recent years we (offices 
in the department) have 
worked hard to contain 
the problem as best we 
can. The drug epidemic 

brings many other dan-
gers to the community 
that we now have to deal 
with,” Click said. 

Since becoming assis-
tant chief, he has seen his 
time patrolling Rushville 
streets diminish as a 
number of behind the 
scene aspects of law 
enforcement are now a 
part of his daily routine.

“I learned very quickly 

the higher up you go the 
command chain, the 
more one’s paperwork 
increases,” he said.

Some of Click’s duties 
now are reviewing paper-
work that officers submit 
prior to it going to the 
prosecutor’s office, read-
ing over all state crash 
reports before they are 
turned over to the state, 
filing monthly and annual 

statistical reports, han-
dling personnel issues 
within the department 
and handling department 
internal policies and dis-
cipline.

Click said that a couple 
of the biggest things he 
oversees are maintaining 
the city’s side of collecting 
the unwanted pill and 
medication effort and pro-
viding necessary man-
power and safety for spe-
cial events held locally.

“All in all, there is a lot 
more desk work that goes 
into this office than what 
I initially imagined. That 
being said, I thoroughly 
enjoy helping the com-
munity on a daily basis in 
whatever capacity it takes 
to make and keep Rush-
ville a safe and enjoyable 
place to live and work,” 
Click said.

Contact: frank.denzler@
rushvillerepublican.com or 
(765) 932-2222 x106

CLICK
Continued from Page 13 “A portion of that training 

was very eye opening. I was 
very fortunate to be in a 
position to attend that 

training. ” 
– Todd Click
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