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The Concrete Service
Outdoor Living with  Pavers & Retaining Walls

• Entrances

• Walkways

• Patios

• Pool Decks

• Steps

• Planters & Walls

• Driveways

3742/3743 West Front Street • (231) 946-7880 • www.theconcreteservice.com
Hours: Monday-Friday 7-5 • Saturday 7-12

Visit Our Showroom

• Block

• Ready Mix Concrete

• Building Supplies

• Pre-cast Septic Tanks

• Glass Block

• Cultured Stone 

• Paving Brick

• Cobble Stone

• Flag Stone

• Brick

• Architectural Blocks

Largest Selection Of Landscaping Products In Northern Michigan
UNILOCK PAVERS & RETAINING LIFETIME GUARANTEE OF STRENGTH

®

®

Clip and Save

Special!

Limited time offer... Call for an appointment today!
EXPERIENCED, FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED • EMERGENCY SERVICE

$89

15 Point Furnace Tune-Up and Safety Check
••  CChheecckk  &&  aaddjjuusstt  tthheerrmmoossttaatt
••  CChheecckk  hheeaatt  eexxcchhaannggeerr
••  CChheecckk  ggaass  ssaaffeettyy  ccoonnttrrooll
••  CChheecckk  lliimmiitt  ssaaffeettyy
••  CChheecckk  ffaann  ccoonnttrrooll
••  CClleeaann  mmaaiinn  bbuurrnneerrss
••  CClleeaann  ppiilloott  aasssseemmbbllyy
••  AAddjjuusstt  bbuurrnneerr  ffoorr  eeffffiicciieennccyy

••  AAddjjuusstt  ggaass  pprreessssuurree
••  LLuubbrriiccaattee  mmoottoorrss
••  CChheecckk  aanndd  aaddjjuusstt  bbeelltt
••  CChheecckk  aaiirr  ffiilltteerrss
••  CChheecckk  aaiirr  tteemmppeerraattuurree
••  CChheecckk  vveenntt  ppiippee
••  CChheecckk  ccoommpplleettee  ffuurrnnaaccee  ccyyccllee

OOFFFFEERR  EEXXPPIIRREESS::  99//3300//0055

JP HEATING & COOLING, INC.
6211 S. Railway Commons • Williamsburg • 267-2000 hm9/13.815298AA  hhiigghheerr  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  ccoommffoorrtt..

NNOOWW

$79
CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  --  RReessiiddeennttiiaall  

Carl W. Steuer, President
Mobile: (231) 632-2305

(866) 403-1100

BASEMENTS • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • PIPELINE • GRAVEL • FILL SAND • TOPSOIL

TRUCKING • BASEMENTS • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • PIPELINE • GRAVEL • FILL SAND 
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BY HEATHER JOHNSON
DUROCHER
Special to the Record-Eagle

In the past six years, Jay
and his family have lost a
home, endured countless
medical procedures and
struggled to make ends
meet.

But to hear the Traverse
City man tell it, these aren’t
so much hardships as they
are “challenges.” 

Jay, who didn’t want his
last name used in this arti-
cle, said it was Freedom
Builders that “gave me hope
for a better day tomorrow.”

And because of one local
group, he, his wife Dottie
and their two young sons
haven’t faced all of these
trying times alone.

“I call them the modern-
day disciple,” Jay said of
Freedom Builders of
America, a non-profit
Christian-based organiza-
tion that takes on housing
repair projects for those in
need. The Traverse City-
based group, which started
in 1999, serves both renters
and home owners in Antrim,
Benzie, Grand Traverse,
Kalkaska and Leelanau
counties.

Jay credits Skip Brown,
the group’s founder and
executive director, with
helping his family through

an especially rough patch.
He met Brown and other

Freedom Builders volun-
teers this past winter, when
his family’s electric bill
grew too expensive. A stay-
at-home dad to his two sons
since a work-related injury
in 1998 left him unable to
work, Jay realized his wife’s

paycheck from her job as a
nurse’s aide couldn’t cover
the nearly $400 bill on top of
their growing medical bills
and living expenses. 

Jay knew something had to
change to lower their bill,
but didn’t know how he’d
make it happen.

“We needed our electric
water tank replaced with a
gas one, and eventually our
electric dryer to change to
gas,” Jay said. 

That’s where Freedom
Builders stepped in.

“Skip came and took out
the electric water tank,” Jay
said, adding that their elec-
tric bill decreased substan-
tially after that. “It was
something we could afford.”

Freedom Builders takes
on about 100 projects
throughout the region each
year, helping mostly single
moms but also low-income
elderly and the disabled,
Brown said. 

Of those projects, maybe
four or five are major
endeavors, such as adding
rooms or taking down walls
and replacing windows. The
group relies on private
donations and volunteer
labor as well as partner-
ships with area churches,
the community, professional
trades and local agencies to
complete these projects.

Freedom Builders also
holds an annual golf outing
each fall that raisesmuch-
needed funds.

Along with swinging ham-
mers and wielding paint-
brushes, the more than 300
folks signed on to  volunteer
with Freedom Builders
strive to make personal con-
nections with those they’re
helping.

That’s been the goal since
the beginning, said Brown,
who helped found what was
originally called More than
a Carpenter Missions in
1999.

The group doesn’t preach
but rather reminds people
of their value, they they
don’t have to go it alone,
Brown said.

“We were called to demon-
strate the love of Christ to
people. Nothing more, noth-
ing less,” said Brown, 53,
who is the group’s only paid
staff member. “We have to
go out and help people.
We’ve got to make a differ-
ence.” 

Brown acknowledged that
even he, in the early months
of starting the group, had to
overcome preconceived
ideas about those in need.

“I thought if you could
work hard enough, long
enough, smart enough, you
could work yourself out of

poverty. The truth is, I don’t
think I am alone in that
(way of thinking),” he said.
“But I was radically
wrong. Of the over 450 pro-
jects we’ve done in the last
six years, four of those fami-
lies were not working who
could have been working at
the time, and that was it.
The rest are disabled and
couldn’t work or were
working families.” 

Terry Berden, local busi-
ness owner who serves as a
board member for Freedom
Builders, calls his involve-
ment “the most fulfilling
thing I have ever done.”
“This one has its grip on
me,” said Berden, who
began volunteering a year
and a half ago. “We’re work-
ing with people who have no
where else to turn. It gives
them hope that there are
people out there, business-
es out there that do care.” 

One project that stands
out in Berden’s mind
involved a mother who had
been diagnosed with cancer
and was given a year to live.
It was winter time and her
family had no heat, only an
oil lamp keeping them
warm.

“It was 40 outside and I
believe it was 44 degrees
inside her house,” Berden
said. 

Berden helped install a
furnace and cut in duct
work, all in one day. That
afternoon, the kids returned
to a warm house. 

“The kids came home from
school saying, ‘Mommy,
Mommy we can sleep in our
room at night!’ They could
take their coats off in the
house,” Berden said.
“Pretty rewarding stuff. It’s
those kinds of things
that make you understand
how good you have it.”

Freedom Builders contin-
ues to add to its project list
and volunteers have hopes
of one day providing even
more resources to those in
need.

“Our long range goals
would be to have a commu-
nity center with affordable
homes around it that folks
could buy or rent,” Berden
said.

Until then, the group
remains grateful for all that
it has accomplished and for
all the relationships
volunteers have formed
with area families. 

“It’s an exciting place to
be,” Brown said. “We look
to our strength being pro-
vided by what God provides.
God has blessed us.”

HHeeaatthheerr    JJoohhnnssoonn
DDuurroocchheerr  iiss  aa  llooccaall  ffrreeee--
llaannccee  wwrriitteerr..

‘Freedom Builders’ help repair homes and lives
“I thought if you
could work hard

enough, long
enough, smart
enough, you
could work

yourself out of
poverty. The

truth is, I don’t
think I am alone

in that
way of thinking.

But I was
radically
wrong.” 

Skip Brown, Freedom
Builders of America

Founder


