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FRESHWATER FOCUS

Center Grand Traverse Bay

received a $250,000
Watershed Management
Planning Grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency and the Michigan
Department of Environmental
Quality.

The grant was for the develop-
ment of a comprehensive water-
shed protection plan for Grand
Traverse Bay and its 973 square
mile watershed.

The plan summarizes existing
water quality conditions and
identifies current and potential
threats to the health of our
waters.

The Grand Traverse Bay
Protection Plan outlines more
than 200 separate tasks recom-
mended for implementation
over the next 15 years. These
tasks include not only “on the

I n late 2001, the Watershed

ground” projects such as
streambank restoration or
repairing road stream cross-
ings, but also a myriad of public
education and outreach pro-
jects. The current version of the
plan is available for everyone
on our Web site at
www.gtbay.org.

Freshwater Focus is one of
those projects. In partnership
with the Record Eagle, The
Watershed Center develops this
piece each year to highlight
area water quality issues and
the many accomplishments
throughout the previous year.

This year we have more suc-
cesses to share than ever. We
also have suggestions for where
you can obtain more informa-
tion, how you can get involved,
and things you can do around
your own home to protect our
spectacular resource.
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The Watershed Center’s Web site has recently undergone another round of
updates to better serve our cyber-visitors. There are updates about current
projects, links to more resources, and updated data from recent studies
including summer beach monitoring results.
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