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Dear Readers,
This summer we again commissioned Belden Research, a national survey company, to

conduct a readership study for the Record-Eagle and the Record-Eagle Online. 
One area of the survey’s focus was to determine the level of reader interest in the types

of Record-Eagle news content. As with past surveys, environmental issues were among the
top local news subjects of interest identified by readers. Clean, fresh air and water, ample
public access to forestland, parks, lakes and rivers, and maintaining “open spaces” are
sited as reasons we choose to live, play and vacation in northern Michigan.

Reader interest is one reason why the Record-Eagle initiated project C.L.E.A.N,
(Creating Lake Ecology Awareness through Newspapers). The other reason is our commit-
ment to young people though our Newspapers in Education program and our desire to pro-
vide relevant and local curriculum material to classrooms. 

Our goal is to enhance student and community understanding of the issues affecting our
watershed and to provide opportunities for every reader to make a difference.

In conjunction with the Watershed Center of Grand Traverse, it is with great pride and
enthusiasm that we present Freshwater Focus. The purpose of this project is to increase
student and public awareness of water quality issues and outline the connections between
current events and the future health of our watershed. 

I trust you will enjoy this program and find it useful. We welcome any comments you
have and invite you to contact Record-Eagle Newspaper-in-Education coordinator Maia
Conway at mconway@record-eagle.com or me at zfleet@record-eagle.com or feel free to
call us (231) 946-2000.

Sincerely, 
Zeke Fleet
Publisher
The Traverse City Record-Eagle

IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  bbrriinngg
FFrreesshhwwaatteerr  FFooccuuss  iinnttoo  yyoouurr
ccllaassssrroooomm,,  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee
RReeccoorrdd--EEaaggllee’’ss  NNeewwssppaappeerrss
iinn  EEdduuccaattiioonn  pprrooggrraamm  aatt::
((223311))  993333--11440022..

AAddddiittiioonnaall  ccooppiieess  aanndd
aaccttiivviittiieess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..

This project has been funded wholly or in part by the
United States Environmental Protection Agency under assis-
tance agreement 2003-0041. The contents of the document do
not neccessarily reflect the views and policies of the
Environmental Protection Agency, nor does the mention of
trade names or commercial products constitute an endorse-
ment or recommendation for use.


