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Copley News Service

Most girls dream of a fairy-
tale wedding. And why not?
Cinderella, Snow White and
Sleeping Beauty married
their Prince Charmings in
grand fashion. But a fairy-
tale wedding costs — a lot.

Joyce Smith, a coordinator
for the Association of Bridal
Consultants in New Milford,
Conn., reports that the aver-
age price of a wedding is
$20,000. (In the Northeast
and major metropolitan
areas, the costs will be even
higher.) Ouch! Not everyone
has that kind of money lay-
ing around. 

Smith and others know
that, so the first thing she
does when helping a couple
plan their special day is to
find out what kind of budget
there is to work with and
how many there are on the
guest list.

“The main thing is getting
the bride and groom to pri-
oritize so they know where
to funnel their money,”
Smith said. “I want to know
what is the top dollar they
are willing to spend and
their vision of their wed-

ding.
“You have to have an idea

of what they consider an ele-
gant affair, then you can
break down their budget,”
she said. “The guest list dri-
ves that budget. If they want
an elegant wedding with 300
guests on a small budget,
that is going to be tough.”

But not impossible if the
couple is willing to cut back
on reception expenses, invi-
tations, thank-you notes and
so on. For a really afford-
able wedding, experts say,

keep the guest list down to a
reasonable number.

“A buffet can cost as much
as $15 per person,” said
bridal consultant Vickie
Hogan. 

Multiply $15 per head by
300 people and you already
have spent $4,500. Add the
price of a wedding cake,
which can cost up to $3 per
person ($900), and already
the wedding is too pricey for
some budgets. However,
reduce the guest list to 100
and the cost is very different

— $1,800 for both the buffet
and cake.

“The cake is something
you want to invest in
because it is the centerpiece
of the reception,” Hogan
said. “The key is to give
yourself enough time to shop
around so you can get the
best deal possible.”

She also suggests shopping
around for music and pho-
tography.

“There are a lot of free-

lance photographers who
will take photos for less than
a professional,” Hogan said.
“The cost of photography
depends on what is impor-
tant to the couple. I would
advise couples on a budget
to hire a professional pho-
tographer to take the formal
photos, then ask a friend
with camera knowledge to
photograph the reception.”
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39 Years of Happily Ever After

For thirty-nine years now, engaged couples throughout
Northern Michigan and far beyond have relied upon the
Captain’s Quarters in downtown Traverse City to assist in their
all important wedding plans. As a preferred “After Hours
Dealer”, in additional to having the most extensive collection
of men’s formal wear in the state of Michigan, their profes-
sionally staffed alteration department assures a perfect fit
every time. The Captain’s Quarters well earned reputation for
quality garments, the latest styles, unequalled service and sur-
prisingly low prices has enabled literally thousands of couples
to “live happily ever after” with just one visit to the “One
Men’s Store that Really Does Care!”

151 E. Front St.
Traverse City, MI 49684

231-946-7066

Open til 8 p.m. evenings, Sunday noon til 4 p.m.
www.captainsquarters.net       email cq@traverse.com

“The perfect setting for the upscale ceremony and reception!”
Tour the grounds and inside our facility!

Visit wwwwww..ffrrooggppoonnddvviillllaaggee..ccoomm
YYoouu’’llll  lloovvee  wwhhaatt  yyoouu’’llll  sseeee!!

Located among 10 private acres of woods, ponds and gardens

in beautiful Interlochen, just ten minutes from Traverse City.
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Your Waterfront Specialist

(231) 633-0535

521 Randolph St.
Traverse City

IIddeeaass  ffoorr  wweeddddiinngg  ppllaannnniinngg  oonn  aa  bbuuddggeett
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