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When it comes to the wed-
ding meal, today’s bride
often ignores convention
and forges her own path to
dining bliss.

While buffet is still a
mainstay of many wedding
receptions, an increasing
trend is anything goes. 

Instead of trays of meat
and potatoes, brides are

choosing pasta bars, fall-
themed dinners, barbeques
and a variety of serve-your-
self stations including eth-
nic themes, hors d’oeuvres
or desserts. Other unusual
feasts northern Michigan
caterers have seen are a
create-your-own s’mores bar
for an outdoor campfire and
Hawaiian style dinners.

“The rules are going out
the window and I love that,”
said Jen Foltz, manager of

Grandview Catering in
Traverse City, owned by Jeff
and Trish Wiltse. “Brides
are definitely looking to
step out of the box.” 

For the past four years,
Foltz and the catering staff
have helped brides craft the
dining experience for
guests ranging from a few
dozen to hundreds. The
organization recently took
over as the exclusive cater-
er at Frog Pond Village in
Interlochen and is looking
ahead to a busy wedding
season. 

Many engaged couples
know what they like but are
not sure whether or how it
can be translated into a
wedding experience. Foltz,
noting that food and bever-
ages are often the biggest
portion of a wedding bud-
get, is there to help do just
that. 

“I always tell my brides to
figure out what’s important
to them and spend their
money there,” Foltz said. “I
suggest building a menu
based on their likes and dis-
likes, to create their own
style.”

THE WEDDING PLANNER 200514 TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE

1-16.BR.782831

An Historic Place
for your Historic Event...

• Wedding dates confirmed at least 
ONE YEAR prior

• Ballroom Dome capacity for 500 guests
with dancing

• Top of the Park receptions for up to 90
people

• Stay and Play without the worry of 
driving

• Near Downtown Restaurants and
Nightlife

• Close to Beach and other attractions

300 East State Street 
Traverse City, Michigan

Call our Sales Office today
for rates and date availability

at 231-946-5196
800-7480-0133

www.park-place-hotel.com
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Top, Traverse City’s
Grandview Catering often
creates flowing platters of
food for weddings; above
is a table setting using fruit
to hold flavored butter.
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