
T
he things that make a
wedding memorable
are not always what

is planned, but the unex-
pected, like bad weather,
sprained ankles, unexpect-
ed guests, for example. and
the effect they have on a
wedding day. 

Sometimes glitches are the
carefully made plans going
off in unexpected direc-
tions, like the darling ring
bearer swatting the sweet
flower girl or the roll of
white carpet for the bride
that did not roll. And yet all
of these weddings survived
intact. 

I love weddings and most
of all I like the wedding sto-
ries __ sweet and funny,
ones that are told around
anniversary parties year
after year. They often seem
to fall into categories like
these:

CCaann  II  ttaakkee  tthhaatt  bbaacckk??
äThe nervous groom who

took it upon himself to say
both vows: “I, Todd, take
thee, Lisa, to be my wedded
wife. I, Lisa, take thee…uh,
oh!” However, Lisa, laugh-
ing, then started her vows
herself — from the begin-
ning.

äThe bride who wanted
her bridesmaids to make
their own dresses since they
lived in different states. 

She sent the same fabric to
each woman but goofed on
the pattern numbers. A
twist on similar dresses in
different colors— her
bridesmaids wore the same
color in different dresses.

äThe critical mother-in-
law-to-be who was upset
that the tan soles of the
groom’s shoes would visible
when he kneeled to pray.
The quick-thinking groom
painted black shoe polish
on the soles. He also left
neat black footprints
behind him as he and his
bride walked down the aisle
after the ceremony.

IItt’’ss  tthhee  sseettttiinngg  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttss
äHow about the one

where the bride fainted and
was shortly after married
from a cot in the church
basement.

äA minister who is known
for marrying couples in
unusual settings once mar-
ried a couple whose wed-
ding party was formally
positioned rock climbing—
which included the clergy-
man.

äA local woman who plays
organ or piano music at
weddings swears that she
once rode in a covered
wagon (with piano) to a
Montana wedding. The
bridal party was on horses

and guests sat on haystacks.
TThhee  ttiimmiinngg  wwaass  ooffff

äThere was a wedding
couple I knew who married
a little late. The wedding
consultant correctly advised
them not to plan to walk the
baby down the aisle in a
beribboned and satin cov-
ered buggy.

äAnd there was a secre-
tary who had long ago pur-
chased her ideal wedding
gown. She was was very
pregnant and rather than
marry in another dress, she
held off the wedding until
after the birth so she could
fit into the gown. 

BBeelliieevvee  iitt  oorr  nnoott
äA bride, upset over leav-

ing her family, cried so hard
that the pastor, intending to
give her a little time to
recover, gave an hour-long
sermon to the consternation
of all. 

äFor an intimate wed-
ding, the cake at one recep-
tion I attended was under-
stated chocolate and vanilla
bean cheesecake. Guests
were “ooohing” and
“aaahing” at the prospect of
tasting it when the mother
of the groom walked in
pushing a restaurant dolly

carrying a huge monstrosity
of a cake. “Homemade,” she
announced. “I used 16 boxes
of mix and seven of Jell-O!”

äOne groom, known to be
a bit of a messy fellow, tried
to please his neat-freak
bride by hanging his pajama
bottoms on the hook inside
the bathroom door at each
honeymoon stop. Thus hid-
den when the door was
opened, he forgot his bot-
toms at each honeymoon

stop. He actually received
them back from three of the
four honeymoon stops with
notes, which more or less
read, “Dear Honeymooner,
you have left your bottoms
here…”

SSaallllyy  DD..  KKeettcchhuumm  wwrriitteess
ffrroomm  WWiilllliiaammssbbuurrgg  aanndd  tthhee
UUppppeerr  PPeenniinnssuullaa..  SShhee
bbrriinnggss  aann  eexxttrraa  hhaannddkkeerr--
cchhiieeff  ttoo  aallll  wweeddddiinnggss  tthhaatt
sshhee  aatttteennddss..
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Petoskey Bridal Salon
“It’s worth the trip”

1391 Lears Road •Petoskey
(across from Wal-Mart)

(231) 347-6922 since 1968 1/
16
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You want
your 

Wedding
Day to

be perfect…

So do we.
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1/16-782782-BR

WE BELONG AT THE TOP OF YOUR WEDDING LIST
That way you’ll have the best
of everything. And instead of

buying, you can rent the
tables, chairs, linen, china,
crystal, silver serving pieces,
even the tent. Everything for 

your party for rent.
❦ Tables, Chairs
❦ Table Linens
❦ Chair Covers
❦ China, Crystal
❦ Flatware, Silver
❦ Chafers

1888 East Mitchell Rd.  •  Petoskey, MI 49770-9686
231-347-1840

UUnneexxppeecctteedd  eevveennttss  ccaann  mmaakkee  wweeddddiinngg  ddaayy  mmeemmoorraabbllee

B Y  S A L L Y  D .
K E T C H U M

Local columnist


