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years ago and slowly it’s reali-
ty. Up here, I see a lot of it
going on,” he said. “You’ve
got your pool, you’ve got your
fire pit or covered cabana
with a stone fireplace and
lawn furniture. There’s stere-
os and TVs now in Jacuzzis. A
lot of people are starting with
one step, and it usually takes
a couple few years.”

Thinking about purchasing a
pool or spa? First consider
the age of those who will be
using the pool, Stephenson
said. Young children, for
example, will need a more
shallow pool while teens and
adults might want depth for
activities like volleyball.

“Just about everything is

custom built,” he said.

What’s important is taking
part in the pool installation
process; communicate your
wants and needs with your
builder if your new home will
have a pool, Stephenson said.

“We see it quite often where
people go out and hire a
builder and say ‘Go put a pool
in,” and somewhere along the
line they should have been
involved to get what they
want,” he said. “There’s
expense when there’s adding
in after the fact.”

Lawn & Landscaping

For many homeowners, lawn
care and landscaping
involves much more than sim-
ply mowing the grass or plant-
ing flowers.

“Hardscape” work is also
gaining a following, said

Dorian Dobias of Dobias
Landscaping, south of
Traverse City. “People are
wanting to put in brick patios,
block walls, stone walls, flag-
stone paths and patios.”

Some homeowners choose to
incorporate a waterscape,
which could include small
ponds and waterfalls.

Artificial rocks are great
enhancements, both in look
and weight; they’re easier to
move around because of their
light weight, he said.

One landscaping trend
Dobias is noticing is how cus-
tomers now are incorporating
all-season plants.

“People are just more aware
that you can plant plants in
the winter,” he said.

Heather Johnson Durocher
is a local freelance writer.

Win $50!

If you see a flower
courageously peeking
through the snow,
take a photo!

Note the date and time, your
name, city and phone number.

Send it to:

First Flower c/o Record-Eagle

120 W. Front St,

Traverse City, MI 49684
or mconway @record-eagle.com

If you find the first flower,
you’ll win a $50 gift certificate to
PlantMasters to get your garden growing.

Entries will be published in the upcoming Home & Garden publication of
the Record-Eagle and will be posted online at www.record-eagle.comn.
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The dirt on dirt

How does your garden grow? Soll is possibly the most
imporiant element in determining a garden’s suocess,

Faying attention (o its quality improves the odds of

praducing healhy, robust plants.
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MEDICINE SHOPPE PHARMACY.

Fast Friendly Service
231-946-0900

1128 S. Garfield Ave.
Traverse City

Mon. - Fri. 10-6 pm, Sat. 10-1 pm
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