
“There is no season when
such pleasant and sunny
spots may be lighted on, and
produce so pleasant an
effect on the feelings, as
now in October.”

—Nathaniel Hawthorne,
American Note-Books

WWhhaatt’’ss  nneeww??
Pretty garden trugs, bas-

kets (wooden or woven) and
bags that will do double
duty this winter as center-
pieces. Fill these with
autumn vegetables, dried
herbs and, later, holiday
ornaments. You’ll love to
use the containers in the
garden next spring. Garden
gloves: Ultra thin nylon knit
gloves that are tougher than
rubber but feel like skin.
Faux cast iron door mats in
classic, open patterns that
are thick enough to clean
muddy shoes more efficient-
ly than standard mats and
add style to entrances. 

HHeerrbb  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh
Cilantro/Coriander

Cilantro is herb of the
month because it is very
popular year-round, and it
is also available at markets
year round. 

However, the herb
deserves special attention
since it is also the object of
much uncertainty. The con-
fusion results because when
cilantro is mature it is
called coriander, and
coriander is especially use-
ful in autumn cooking. It
enlivens the taste of many
soups, and is basic to many
ethnic recipes. The mature
fruits (incorrectly, but usu-
ally, called seeds) are used
in many pickling recipes. 

Coriander’s aroma of sage
and citrus makes it popular
in baked goods. In autumn,
think of mulled wine—
spiced with coriander!

To add to the confusion,
the leaves of the young
cilantro plant, are also
called Chinese Parsley. It’s
interesting that although

Americans knew of this
herb long ago, they thought
it smelly and odd, and it was
not popular until America
discovered Mexican cuisine
a several decades ago. 

Now cilantro is side by
side with parsley in most
produce sections. It keeps
about two weeks in a glass
of water in the fridge.

OOlldd  ttiimmeerr’’ss  ggaarrddeenn  lloorree
If October is warm,

February will be cold. If
there is a full moon in
October with no frost, there
will be no frost until the
first full moon in November.
A profusion of furry cater-
pillars means a rough win-
ter. 

When leaves fall early, fall
and winter will be mild.
When leaves fall later, win-
ter will be severe. Frantic
squirrels predict snowfall.
A rainy October means a
windy December.

RReeaaddiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ggaarrddeenn
bbeenncchh

If you have 2005 seed cata-
logs, you might want read
them again to order your
very favorites now for 2006.
Or, check on line if the vari-
ety you like best will be
offered again. Further, the
major seed companies are
offering specials in October
that mean large savings.

SShhoorrttss  sseeaassoonn
Our short season means a

long, late spring. But happi-
ly this means that we can
plant spring bulbs well into
autumn — until the ground
is frozen. The price of
bulbs is low at marts, and
bulk buying is even less
expensive. 

Also, local nurseries have
wide and surprising offers,
not only in flower colors,
but also in blooming types
and in spectacular blossom
forms. 

Before you place the bulbs
in the earth, sprinkle in a
tablespoon or so of bone

meal in the hole, and then
plant. Surprisingly, you can
plant bulbs on top of one
another, and they will do
just fine. Put the deepest
bulbs in first developing
into an artful planting and
work to the tiniest.

SSaallllyy  KKeettcchhuumm  wwrriitteess  aanndd
ggaarrddeennss  iinn  rruurraall  nnoorrtthheerrnn
MMiicchhiiggaann..  TThhiiss  mmoonntthh  sshhee
wwiillll  ssccoouutt  ggaarrddeenn  cceenntteerrss
ffoorr  OOccttoobbeerr--tthhoouugghh--AApprriill
ssuupppplliieess  oonn  ssaallee..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt
sseeeeddss  tthhaatt  ggoo  iinnttoo  ffllaattss  tthhiiss
mmoonntthh  aarree  ffoorr  ppllaannttss  bbootthh
fflloowweerrss  ((bbeeggoonniiaass))  aanndd  vveegg--
eettaabblleess  ((sshhaalllloottss  aanndd  lleeeekkss))
tthhaatt  nneeeedd  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  ttoo
ddeevveelloopp  iinnttoo  mmaannaaggeeaabbllee
sseeeeddlliinnggss..  

SShhee  mmaayy  bbee  rreeaacchheedd  aatt
kkeettcchhuumm@@ddiirreeccwwaayy..ccoomm    oorr
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  RReeccoorrdd--EEaaggllee..
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solutions for keeping warm
this winter!
Heat for less. With projections in the prices of heating oil and gas
continuing to rise and fuel supplies uncertain, pellet heat provides
a reliable alternative. Pellet fuel is readily available and the price
has remained stable for the past 10 years. Currently, pellets average
between $160 to $200 per ton. Homeowners are reporting great
savings by burning pellets for supplemental, and in some cases,
whole house heating. Some homeowners have reported fuel savings
of as much as 35% to 50% and the ability to recoup their initial
investment in the stove within a few heating seasons.

FirFireside Heareside Hearth & Leisurth & Leisuree
• BILLIARDS • FIREPLACES • STOVES • INSERTS

300 US-31 South • Traverse City • (231) 943-9740
SALES • SERVICE • ACCESSORIES • INSTALLATION

10-11.hm.819215

WOOD PELLETS –
An economical and

convenient way to heat your
home. Save money & help

the environment!

FIRESIDE HEARTH & LEISURE has affordable

Heating Bills Blowing You Away?
www.larklawnandgarden.com

OOuurr  

3311sstt  YYeeaarr

TTRRAAVVEERRSSEE  CCIITTYY
MM--3377  SSoouutthh  @@  NNoorrttoonn  RRdd..

223311--994433--44990000

CCAADDIILLLLAACC
441144  SS..  MMiittcchheellll  SStt..

223311--777755--44990000
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BBIILLLLYY  GGOOAATT
WWaallkk  BBeehhiinndd

LLEEAAFF
BBLLOOWWEERRSS

$$666699000055  hhpp..
SSttaarrttiinngg

aatt

TTRRUUCCKK  LLOOAADDEERR
$$119988990000

Put The Power Of A BILLY GOAT
To Work In Your Yard!

Put The Power Of A BILLY GOAT
To Work In Your Yard!

1111  hhpp..
SSttaarrttiinngg

aatt

SHOP AT HOME

TTrraavveerrssee  CCiittyy  ••  SSuuttttoonnss  BBaayy
wwwwww..bbuusstteerrssbblliinnddffaaccttoorryy..ccoomm

993355--44333366  ••  11--888888--228866--66118855  ••  227711--44774400

WE MAKE
• Wood Blinds
• Pleated Cellular

Blinds
• Verticals

FACTORY OUTLET PRICES

SERVING NORTHERN MICHIGAN

FREE
• Measure
• Install
• 5 Year

Service

10/11-819213-HM

IN
C.

TILE
• Ceramic
• Stone
• Stone Tile

• Competitive Prices
• Creative Design
• Experience

INSTALLED BY OWNER
with Showroom Examples

of craftsmanship
Personalized Service

Call for Appointment
Jim Zeien 231-633-1986
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HARDWOOD
• Sand & Finish
• Prefinish
• Refinish old floors

B Y  S A L L Y  D .
K E T C H U M

Local columnist

October has opportunities to savor and plan for later
G A R D E N  P A R T Y

SSaallllyy  KKeettcchhuumm  aallssoo
wwrriitteess  aa  mmoonntthhllyy

ccoolluummnn  iinn  OOuuttllooookk,,
aa  RReeccoorrdd--EEaaggllee

ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee
aaggeess  5500  aanndd  oovveerr..

CChheecckk  oouutt  NNoovveemmbbeerr
OOuuttllooookk  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy,,

OOcctt..  2299


