
Where has the gardening
season gone? September
was such a beautiful month;
it was easy to imagine sum-
mer would never end. 

October, however, is filled
with signs of change.
Falling leaves and frosty
mornings remind us that
winter is not far off. 

This is the month to finish
cleaning up the garden and
prepare it for winter.
Perennials can be cut back
as they finish blooming and
their foliage ripens. The
exceptions are plants that
provide winter interest
and/or seeds for the birds. 

Black-eyed Susan,
Coneflower and Autumn Joy
Sedum are a few plants that
I don’t cut back until spring
clean up. I also leave all my
ornamental grasses for win-
ter interest. In fact, unless
your plants suffered from
serious disease problems,
you could leave everything
in place until spring. 

The stems will collect
falling leaves and blowing
snow and help protect plant
roots and crowns over the
winter. If you think about it,
that is how nature gardens.
For most of us however,
anything we can do now,
helps distribute the work
load of the normally busier
spring season. 

You can start collecting
mulch material, but don’t be
too quick to use it. A com-
mon misconception about
fall mulch is that it is to
keep our plants from freez-
ing. The opposite is true —

we use mulch to keep the
soil frozen and prevent any
drastic temperature fluctua-
tions.

That way plants won’t
start sending up tender new
growth at the first hint of
late winter thaw and sun,
only to be zapped by the
inevitable return of cold
temperatures. So wait until
we’ve had a couple of hard
freezes before mulching
perennials in for the winter. 

In addition, if you mulch
too early, it’s like putting up
a vacancy sign for mice,
voles and other critters who
may decide to spend the
winter in the warm cozy
spot you have created for
them. Waiting until we have
had a couple hard freezes
helps assure you that they
have found other winter
accommodations. 

There is still plenty of
time to plant bulbs, but
don’t wait too long, as they
need a chance to root in
before going dormant.
Planting bulbs now is one of
the best cures I know of for
spring fever. You know how
we feel at the end of winter,
when the calendar says it’s
spring but the weather says
otherwise? We are desper-
ate for color in the garden
—  something that defies the
odds and gives us the inspi-
ration we need to hold on a
little longer. What better
than crocus, snowdrops, daf-
fodils and tulips? 

I have some great pictures,
taken in my garden last
spring, of snow covered daf-

fodils blooming their hearts
out, oblivious to the weath-
er. Talk about persever-
ance! It’s incredible how
that lifted my spirits; spring
fever cured instantly. So
practice good preventive
medicine and plant lots of
bulbs now, I promise you
won’t be disappointed. 

Bulbs may fail to bloom in
the spring if they don’t have
adequate moisture, so be
sure to water well after
planting and until the
ground freezes if there is
not sufficient rain. If you
haven’t already done so, dig
and store any tender bulbs
now. 

With the exception of
tuberous begonias, which
need to be dug up before
frost, most other tender
bulbs can be dug after frost
has killed their foliage
back. Carefully lift the
clumps with a fork or shov-
el, so that you don’t damage
the tubers. 

Shake off any excess soil,
cut off any remaining
foliage, remove any rotten
or diseased pieces and let
them dry for a day or two in
a warm, dry place with good
air circulation. They can be
stored individually in paper
bags, or in containers sepa-
rated by layers of vermi-
culite, perlite, cocoa hulls,

or dry sawdust or peat moss,
in a cool, dry place such as
a basement or cellar.
Ideally the temperature
should be around 45-50
degrees. 

Although trees and shrubs
may not need watering as
often in fall as in summer, it
is important to keep them
watered until the ground
freezes. This is especially
true for conifers and broad-
leaved evergreens like
rhododendrons. 

During the winter, the sun
can heat up and thaw out
the leaves or needles while
the wind draws out the
moisture. The plant cannot
replace the lost moisture
because the ground is
frozen, and so the plant can
suffer winter damage. This
type of damage does not
usually show up until early
spring and can sometimes
be mistaken for other prob-
lems. So be sure to give
those conifers and broad-
leaved evergreens one last,
deep drink before the
ground freezes.

Spraying with Wilt-Pruf or
some other anti-desiccant
will also help protect your
plants against excessive
moisture loss. 

This is the last issue of the
Home and Garden section
for the year and I’ve had a

great time talking with you
about gardening in this col-
umn. Thanks for all the
questions and comments
and remember that we’re
here to help you succeed at
the best hobby in the
world…gardening!
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Thinstone...
Real Stone
without the weight

Natural, Thin
Veneer Stone.
“Thinstone” is
installed the same
way as artificial
stone, yet it gives
the look of real
stone because it is
real stone.

3743 W. Front St.
Traverse City

(231) 946-7880
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Offer ends December 23, 2005
*Your choice with purchase of Amana 96 AFUE Two-Stage, Variable Speed Gas Furnace or

Amana 16 SEER Air Conditioner. Please ask for details.

If the heat exchanger on the Amana
furnace ever fails, or the compressor
ever fails on the air conditioner, Amana
will replace the entire unit free of
charge.

96 AFUE Two-Stage
Variable Speed Gas Furnace  
Model AMV90704CXA and
16 SEER  Ultron
Air Conditioner 
Model RSG36C2C 

So Reliable, It’s
Guaranteed For Life

Free 10-Year Parts & Labor
Limited Warranty

or 6 Months Same As Cash*

10-11.hm.819230

COMFORT HEATING
857 Keystone Rd. • Traverse City, MI 49686

231-947-3114 • www.comfortheating.net

SSAARRAA BBUUSSBBYY DDEESSIIGGNN
KKIITTCCHHEENNSS  ••  BBAATTHHSS  ••  CCUUSSTTOOMM  CCAABBIINNEETTRRYY

220044  RRIIVVEERR SSTT..  ••  EELLKK RRAAPPIIDDSS
223311..226644..99551111

Available in
a wide array
of colors
• Sporty Blue
• Barn
• Basil
• Rustic Gray
• Vegan
• Rainstorm
• Natural Maple
• Sage
• Useful GrayGGAATTHHEERRIINNGG  BBLLOOCCKKSS
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Buyers of standing timber and sawlogs.

542 Tobias, Elmira, MI 49730
1-877-667-4245

Please contact us about a management plan for your wood lot.
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Call Dave Walston (231)-357-0650 or Mike Tomei 231-499-5582
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Putting your garden to bed for the season properly

B Y  J E A N I N E
R U B E R T

Local columnist

Targeted Marketing
Reach real estate buyers and sellers in 13
counties - for less than $200.  Advertise in

the monthly Real Estate Guide, a free
publication from the Record-Eagle.  

Call Lori Popard or Tom Wyatt at (231) 946-2000. 
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