
Trend in lighting is
now multi-leveled

BY CAROL SOUTH
Special to the Record-Eagle

By defining and transform-
ing interior space, a home’s
lighting reflects the owner’s
lifestyle, taste and personali-
ty.

Bob and Wendy’s home on
Old Mission Peninsula was
crafted to provide six rooms
in one great room — with
lighting serving as the walls.
Throughout the newly con-
structed upscale cottage-
style home’s main living
area, lights defines a
kitchen, dining room, sitting
room, family room, game
room and library. A quasi-
seventh room is a nook for an
office.

“We wanted it all open,
open and with a lot of light,”
said Bob, who, with his wife
lives in Florida during the
winter, and preferred their
last names be not used. 

The couple tapped the
expertise of Kendall Smith
of Silverwood Enterprises,
Rita Whaley of Interior
Design Studio, architect Matt
Wolfe of St. Louis and elec-
trician Bob Wagner.
Everyone met multiple times
to merge an old-fashioned
cottage look-and-feel with
cutting edge lighting tech-
nology. 

The result: high tech, sus-
pended low voltage lights,
rheostats, funky fixtures and
multiple focal monopoints of
light demarcating the
‘rooms’ or an activity.

“It’s an alternative way
besides lighting using ceil-
ing cans — how do you light a
space that you can’t use ceil-
ing cans in?” asked Whaley,
who worked closely with the
couple on the design. “It’s a
fun house.” 

Wendy, building on family
land where she spent sum-
mers growing up, was deter-
mined to recreate the cot-
tages of her youth. The extra
expense incurred by open
ceilings and low-voltage
lighting were worth it.

“All of these cottages were
built without electricity,”
she said of the classic ‘Up
North’ get-away of her youth.
“So when they added elec-
tricity, all of the lighting was
floor lamps or table lamps.”

“I wanted it to look old but
we needed good lighting,”
she added.

Moving out of the high end
market, layered lighting —
or lighting for multiple pur-
poses in one room – has gone
mainstream within the past
five years, noted Jim
Velesano, manager of the
Lighting Center in Traverse
City. Layered lighting has
become a growing part of the
company’s business as more
consumers learn of the con-
cept. 

Layered lighting generally
consists of four layers: deco-
rative, task, general and
accent. 

Decorative lighting
becomes part of a room or
portion of a room’s design,
including special fixtures
that tie in with the décor or
help define a space. 

Bob and Wendy’s home has
suspended matching lights
over their dining room table
to create that “room” while a
different set of lights over
the island kitchen carve out
that working space, noted
Whaley. 

“The fun part was putting
together the fixtures,” she
said of the home, which
includes a dragonfly light in
one corner plus a para-
chutist over the bridge table
in the game room. 

Task lighting could be
under-cabinet lights in the
kitchen to illuminate a work-
space, portable lamps in a
home office or table for floor
lamps for reading. More tra-
ditional, general or ambient
lighting is a fixture or light-
ing that lights a room. Accent
lighting highlights a picture,
an art object, architectural
feature — such as a column
or wood ceiling — or other
notable object in a room. 

“Where people may have
had one or two layers, now
they want four of them,”
Velesano noted. “There are
starting to be sophisticated
consumers out there.”

Whether remodels or new
construction, the proper lay-
ers of lighting can accentu-
ate a home’s special features
any time of the day or night.
During the design and plan-
ning stages, lighting choices
are made both with individ-
ual rooms and the whole
house in mind.

‘We go through each room
and say, ‘Okay, what are you

going to do in this room,’ and
‘Is there anything you want
to highlight in here,’¡” said
Velesano. “We work with all
the contractors, whether the
architect, interior designer,
builders or electricians or
sometimes we just work
through the homeowner.”

The larger homes being
built today, with high ceil-
ings and oversized rooms,
make proper lighting choices
crucial. When remodeling,
layered lighting updates a
home’s look as well as makes
it more functional.

“The thing is that you can

have great ceramic tile and
fantastic furniture but when
the sun goes down and ever
thing tends to be muted, it
doesn’t show the way you
want it to,” he added. “So
basically, that’s what light-
ing is. It’s fun to design
because you can basically
create an atmosphere.”

By combining function,
style and security, outdoor
lighting is just as important
as indoor lighting for many
homeowners, said Lynn
Pettyjohn, owner of
Lynnteriors.  

“The lighting outdoors ha
to be compatible with the
home,” she noted. “Whether
a period home or a contem-
porary home, the lighting
has to be compatible with
the architecture.”

Retiring baby boomers or
people building second
homes also look for techno-
logical innovations, such as
one-button control of a
whole house’s lighting or
touch screens to control
each room. These features
provide convenience and
security for homeowners.

“Baby boomers and others
who can afford to build thes
second or retirement homes
are looking for them to func
tion comfortably as they
age,” said Pettyjohn. “We no
longer just walk in a room
and flip one switch.”
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Special to the Record-Eagle/Carol Sou

Part-time residents Bob and Wendy’s home on Old Mission Peninsula was crafted t
provide six rooms within one great room — with lighting serving as demarcation fo
“walls.” Above is the dining area, which has two layers of lighting... not including th
candles. Below is the view of the ceiling lighting and below right is lighting in th
kitchen area.

Special to the Record-Eagle/Gary L. Howe

Layered lighting consists of the multiple uses of decorative, ambient, task and accent
lighting, as shown here at Traverse City’s Lighting Center. Once used mainly in high-
end homes, the building industry has started to integrate layered lighting in mainstream
homes.

Advertiser Index

13th Street Market .............. Page 7
A+ Vinyl Solutions ............... Page 5
Advanced Inc. ..................... Page 5
Blue Water Homes .............. Page 3
Brown Lumber & Supply ..... Page 7
Buster’s Blinds ..................... Page 8
Comfort Heating ................. Page 2
Concrete Service ................. Page 2
ER Rentals ........................... Page 3
England Buildings & Supplies
............................................. Page 5
Ferguson’s Hardware ........... Page 6
Fireside Hearth & Leisure ... Page 8
Floor Covering Brokers ....... Page 4
Four Season Nursery ........... Page 5
Four Seasons Sunrooms ....... Page 3
Garden Goods ..................... Page 1
Holwerda Homes ................ Page 6
Lark Lawn & Garden ........... Page 8
Lighting Center ................... Page 6
Maintenance Made Simple .. Page 6 
Michigan Gutters ................ Page 6
Nest .................................... Page 4
Northwood Paint & Supply . Page 3
Pine Hill Nursery ................ Page 3
Precision Plumbing & Heating
............................................. Page 4
Sara Busby Design .............. Page 2
Silver Leaf Sawmill .............. Page 2
Source Julien ....................... Page 5
Steuer Excavating ................ Page 7
Summer Place Casuals ........ Page 3
Tile Mart ............................. Page 7
Zein Tile .............................. Page 8


