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Here’s some good news for
homebuyers and home-
sellers: the local real estate
market is making a turn for
the better.

“I’ve done more business
so far this year than I did all
of last year,” said Rodger
McCain, a Century 21
Pearson-Cook Realtor.
“Some of it may be that I
have more repeat clients
and referrals, but it seems
like a really different mar-
ket than it has been the last
couple of years.”

Other area realtors
agreed, crediting the shift to
interest rates remaining
low, the election year being
over and an overall sense
that the economy is stabiliz-
ing. An ever-growing num-
ber of loan programs for
first-time homebuyers as
well as greater numbers of
folks ready to step into big-
ger homes also play roles,
local Realtors said.

“It definitely is starting to
take off,” said Carol
Franklin, also of Century 21
Pearson-Cook, of the market
which she said flat-lined in
recent years, after a boom
that lasted through the
1990s. “This year is the first
time in three-and-a-half to
four years that we’re start-
ing to see the market back.”

Northern Michigan’s real
estate market has been
more of a buyers’ market —
listings outnumbering buy-
ers — but that’s changing
slightly, especially in some
of the more in-demand
areas, according to several
area Realtors.

Even as market activity
increases, Realtors advise

both buyers and sellers to
remain flexible; sellers
should price their homes
accordingly and be willing
to negotiate.

“There’s a lot out there to
choose from, the interest
rates are wonderful. It’s a
good time to buy or sell,”
said Lynda Herkner, a
Realtor with Mike Street &
Company in Traverse City.

Some trends in the local
real estate market:

ä Starter homes are easi-
er to sell. Homes priced
from $100,000 to $175,000
tend to sell fast.

“I don’t think there are
ever too many of these
homes,” said Herkner, a 24-
year real estate veteran who
four years ago began a busi-
ness partnership with her
son Myron Boone.

When these homes are
well-maintained and are in
good location, “they’re
bought up immediately,”
she said.

“They’re just more afford-
able,” agreed Al Jordan,
associate broker and part

owner of Exit Hometown
Realty in Kalkaska.

Which is why new con-
struction in this range is
popular in some areas.

“Builders have figured out
that keeping it under the
$160,000 price range is going
to sell it reasonably quick,”
McCain said. “It’s not rocket
science — the higher the
price is, the fewer people
who can afford it.”

ä Pricing right is critical.
Sellers sometimes have a
tough time pricing their
home to sell because they
want to get the most out of
the sale. But in this market,
with buyers having much to
choose from, pricing accord-
ingly is key.

“Sellers need to realize
that there’s a glut on the
market and be more realis-

tic at setting their value,”
Jordan said.

“It’s still a tough market if
you price your home too
high. It’ll sit,” Franklin
said. 

In some areas, especially
where there’s new construc-
tion or a plethora of other
pre-existing homes nearby,
buyers just might overlook
your home, she said. This is
especially true for the mid-
range priced homes —
between $225,000 and
$325,000 — because there
are plenty of these on the
market. 

“If you have it priced too
high, buyers have too much

to choose from. They won’t
even offer a low-ball offer.
They’ll go on to the next
one,” Franklin said. 

The sad part, she added, is
that in some areas “a lot of
sellers are really begging
for any kind of offer.” 

ä High-end houses are
gaining ground as second
homes, while sales of homes
priced in the $600,000 to $1
million range have slowed
in recent years, some real-
tors say that’s starting to
change. 

“I’m seeing more people
looking in that area, and a
lot of it is as a second

home,” Her
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Why should you
buy Kraftmaid
Cabinets from us?

✓ Experienced designers

✓ Lower prices

✓ Full line of service

✓ 45 yrs. of experience
(that’s just 4 good reasons)

(231) 947-3261
2774 Garfield Rd. N.

Hours: 8:00-5:30 daily
8:00-3:00 on Sat.

A Family Owned Business
5/10.797405.hm

Organic Plant-It
ORGANICS &

HYDROPONICS

Gardeners
Wanted!

468 U.S. 31 S
Traverse City

Just north of Chum’s Corners
across from G.T. Homes

(231) 943-0385
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Northern Michigan’s
Largest Selection of 
Organic Fertilizers,

Nutrients and
Hydroponic Supplies

www.organicplantit.com
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■ EXPERIENCED CRAFTSMEN    ■ QUALITY✔✔ ✔✔

• Carpentry   • Minor Plumbing   • Pa
• Ceramic Tile   • Decks   • Drywall   • Min

• Kitchen & Bath   • More
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SAV
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SAVE $50
On Any Work over $250

Expires 6/10/05

Since 1998

223311--994477--33557733
887777--889999--99336699

943-8758
4245 M-37 • 3-1/4 miles south of Chum’s Corners

Fax: 943-4259

5/10.797480.hm

Open
Weekdays 
‘til 8 pm

20% OFF
SHADE & ORNAMENTAL

TREES CASH
and

CARRY
Sale Ends May 31st

FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING & IRRIGATION
For a complete list of our plants & services,

Visit our website at:
www.dobiaslandscaping.com

100’s In StockDELIVERYAVAILABLE

5/10-797481-HM

Do You Need A Loan For...
• Roof   • Windows
• Siding   • Furnace
or other repairs?

Equal Housing Opportunity

Deferred loans and very low 
interest loans available up to $25,000

for low-moderate income home
owners in Grand Traverse County

Hearing Impaired Contact The Michigan Relay Center at 
1-800-649-3777

For more information
call Virginia Coulter

at 922-4862

Herb Plants • Michigan Nat
Annuals • Perennia

Heirloom Vegetable Pl
6171 N. 11 Rd., Mesick, MI 4
Hours: Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.

231-885-2290 5/10

Let us custom
build your Screens
or Storm Windows
Including porch & patio
models on display

1029 Carver St. • Traverse City
(231) 947-7670 • Fax 947-7199

Open at
7:00 a.m.

deweesedoitbest.com
5/10.797413.hm

44 yrs. ofService

Buyers of standing timber and sawlogs.

542 Tobias, Elmira, MI 49730
1-877-667-4245

Please contact us about a management plan for your wood lot.
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Call Dave Walston (231)-357-0650 or Mike Tomei 231-499-5582

“This is for people who
want a little garden in their
hearts.” —Abby Zabar

“Where a garden is,
friends walk.” –Anonymous

DDiidd  yyoouu  kknnooww  tthhaatt..  ..  ..
Companion planting not

only means that certain
plants benefit by the prox-
imity of other plants (Basil
improves the growth and
flavor of tomatoes, but basil
dislikes the herb rue), but
also that certain plants have
negative effects on others
close by. (Keep a clump of
fennel apart from other veg-
etables; many dislike it)
Companion charts are
online and in garden refer-
ence books.

NNeeww......
ä “Fairy Tale” Eggplant.

An All-American Winner,
“Fairy Tale” is not only
early (50 days from trans-

plant), but also can be
picked when small or left to
double in size. Fruit is elon-
gated, violet-white-and pur-
ple and is sweet, not bitter.
www.burpee.com. Look for
seedlings in nurseries. 

ä Plant Summerlong
Basil. It’s prolific, and just
keeps coming, even in the
heat. Pick it all season.
Burpee (800-888-1447) and
other companies carry
seeds. Or, jot “Summerlong”
down in your garden notes
and look for seedlings in
local nurseries. Ask the
nursery workers questions
about other basil types —
culinary, ornamental reds
and bi-colors or both.
Specialty catalogs, like
“Totally Tomatoes” are pop-
ular, too.  (www.totallytoma-
to.com). 

HHeerrbb  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh
Sorrel. An easy perennial

to grow, sorrel is the first

herb to break  through the
snow after a northern
Michigan winter. Beloved
by the Romans and a sure
sign of spring, the first
leaves add a lemony
piquancy to salads. 

Sorrel Sauce is versatile
and delicious on fish.
Recipe: Wilt two cups of
chopped sorrel leaves and a
minced shallot or small
spring onion in 3 table-
spoons of butter for 3-4 min-
utes. Add sauce with ½ cup
heavy cream and simmer for
a few minutes to desired
consistency. Finish with a
dash of nutmeg. Good over
chicken, too.

MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy
Plant a pot of red, white

and blue flowers for your
porch. Fly Old Glory in your
garden, too.

OOlldd  TTiimmeerr’’ss  GGaarrddeenn  LLoorree
As soon as the soil can be

crumbled in your hand, it’s
time to sow seeds of beets,
broccoli and cabbage. In
fact, some hardy vegetables
like broccoli and the cab-
bage family benefit from
light frosts. Some old timers
place stones around heat
loving plants like tomatoes,
peppers and eggplants. The
sun warms them and the
warmth holds through part
of the cooler night.

GGaarrddeenn  bbeenncchh  rreeaaddiinngg
ä “Green Prints: The

Weeder’s Digest”
$19.97 a year. To subscribe

by mail: P O Box 1355,
Fairview, NC 28730 or call
800-569-0602.

This is the only garden
publication that is all
humor. The quality writing
is nurturing, witty, often
hilarious and evocative of
experiences all gardeners
have had. Also, a subscrip-
tion makes a great gift. You

will save old issues for
years because the content of
“GreenPrints” is timeless.

SShhoorrtt  sseeaassoonn  ggaarrddeenniinngg
Fashion a large cage or

chicken wire fence around a
tomato plant. Invert a black
plastic trash bag over it. Cut
out the top (the former bag
bottom). This guards against
northern Michigan’s winds,
and the black bag stores
warmth. It can be removed
when plants are thoroughly
hardened and weather is
reliably warm. 

DDeeffiinniittiioonn
Double digging: Loosening

the soil by digging a hole in
the row; putting the dug out
soil aside to the left, then
digging the next hole to the
right and putting that soil
into the first hole and con-
tinuing down the row. At the
end, put the soil from the
first hole in the last hole.
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Making plans for May flowers and herbs

Local real estate good for starter and high-end second h
“Sellers need to

realize that
there’s a glut on
the market and

be more realistic
at setting their

value.” 

Al Jordan,
Exit Hometown Realty 

RecordEagleRealEstate offers complete MLS
listings, featured homes & Just Listed properties
at: www.RecordEagleRealEstate.com


