
BY DAVID BRADLEY
The Associated Press

For years, foresters have
sought a fast growing, envi-
ronmentally responsible
hardwood with the dual
tangibles of good looks for
the home and sustainable
growth.

They seem to have found
the answer in Brazil.

The hardwood that the
industry is so soft on is a
plantation-raised eucalyp-
tus hybrid reported to be
harder than oak, maple,
cherry and mahogany. It
grows to maturity in rough-
ly one-third the time of
comparable woods and
after harvest continues to
regenerate itself from the
stumps and roots of the
previous generation of
trees.

According to U.S. forest
products company
Weyerhaeuser, lyptus, as
this hybrid is called, fills
multiple roles for home-
owners from flooring to
banisters to cabinetry.

“Everyone gets excited
when they first see it,” said
Pete Gargano of
Weyerhaeuser. 

He likens lyptus’ natural
color to cherry but with
wood grain similar to
mahogany. The wood can
be stained for a lighter or
darker appearance. 

“It fills a lot of homeown-
er needs throughout the
house plus it’s renewable.

There’s a lot of pluses to
this wood,” Gargano said.

Not the least of which is
wood that grows and re-
grows on the same plot of
land. The trees are ready
for harvest in 14 to 16 years
in the warm Brazilian cli-
mate, a far faster pace
than comparable species,
which can take 50 to 70
years in colder climes.

The plantations are not
standing row after stand-
ing row of hybrid eucalyp-
tus either. The timber is
grown alongside indige-
nous Brazilian woods that
are not cut down. Fully
one-third of plantation
land remains native
plants. This forest manage-
ment practice maintains a
natural balance to local
ecosystems, says Ian Firth
of Weyerhaeuser building
materials.

Company officials add
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ROBINSON’S
SCENIC GARDENS

((223311))  225588--22445599
6 miles North of Kalkaska on U.S. 131
Over 30 Years In The Same Location!

• Fountains
• Patio Stones
• Angels
• Planters
• Totem Poles
• Gargoyles
• Bird Baths
• Wagon Wheels
• Religious Items
• Tables
• Geese
• Benches
• Lighthouses

• Urns
• Fencings
• Seagulls
• Jockey Boys
• Nautical Items
• Fishing Boys
• Elves
• Sundials
• Gazing Globes &

Pedestals
• Wide Variety of

Domestic & Wild
Animals
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HOSTA!!
CEDAR HEDGE 

GARDENS
Specializing in Hosta

9948 Harmony Dr. • Interlochen
Toward Honor. Take Melody Lane,

(2nd St. past Stop Light).
Turn right on Harmony Drive.
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5.50%
CURRENT VARIABLE APR
PRIME -1/4% FOR LIFE OF LINE*

Nail down our low rate, with
getting pounded in the fi ne 
SEE WHY OUR HOME EQUITY LINE IS SIMPLER.
Some banks make it hard to get their lowest rate on a Home Equity Line of C

National City. We don’t complicate things with loads of restrictions. So apply

Getting our lowest rate is easier. And since no initial draw is required, you ca

what you need when you need it. Before you pick up a hammer, ask about 

a National City Home Equity Line for your spring remodeling project. 

You’ll see why simple is better.

To apply, stop by any National City branch, visit 
NationalCity.com/specialoffer or call 800-347-LOAN (5626).

Personal Banking • Business Banking • Investments • Mortgage Loans

* Variable APR current as of 5/1/05, ranges from 5.50% to 9.75% (based on WSJ Prime index) for line advances and from 7.43% to 11.43% (current as of 5/1
Treasury Notes Index) for Fixed-Rate Partitions. Featured rate based on lines of $35,000 or more with a National City checking account. Minimum line size 
of $50 after the fi rst year. No closing costs for lines under $250,000. $50 fee for each Fixed-Rate Partition advance. $350 fee if closed in fi rst 36 months. A
3% or exceed 25%. Applicable insurances required. Consult your tax advisor. Must apply by 5/31/05, and documents must be signed by 6/15/05. Offer cann
existing National City debt. National City equity lines opened within last 36 months that rewrite to this offer will incur a $350 early termination fee. Offer not 
with other pricing discount offers.  Member FDIC • ©2005, Nat

Clean Sell Win!Organize

Plain Jane’s

Clean-Up Tip # 2: 
Sensitive Allergies?
Use a wisk broom to 
lift dust and pet hair 
from around the edges 
of a room before 
you vacuum

Get great tips on cleaning, organizing and selling your stuff this 
spring-cleaning season.  Look for the Plain Jane ads every Thursday and
Sunday inside the Record-Eagle and you could win a complete garage
makeover and house cleaning from Garage Outfitters and Plain Jane!

Brought to you by:

EAGLE
TRAVERSE CITYRECORD

Plain Jane,
Cleaning Expert

hm510-797486
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BY MICHELLE ARNTZ
Special to the Record-Eagle

A field trip down the floor-
ing aisles of any home
improvement store can
inspire the homeowner with
the multitude of choices. 

Laminate flooring offers
the look of wood, ceramic tile
or marble, according to
Justin Hakly, flooring spe-
cialist at Traverse City’s
Home Depot, and are avail-
able in many colors and pat-
terns. 

The floor products are gen-
erally guaranteed from 15 to
30 years and are easy to care
for.

“But you still have to main-
tain whatever you get,” Hakly
said. “Dust-mopping, vacu-
uming, and washing with a
good laminate floor cleaner
will extend the life of the
floor.”

Another way to keep the
floor looking like new is to
use throw rugs on high traffic
areas and to take off your
shoes. 

“In this area, there is a lot
of sand,” Hakly said. “Sand is
a natural abrasive that can
wear down the protective
layer of any floor.”

Laminates allow the floor
to expand and contract with
the house as it settles, as the
humidity and seasons
change, eliminating the
chance of buckling. 

The floor product snaps
together and can be installed
by most homeowners.

Traverse City homeowner
Jeff Kilgore installed a Pergo
floor in about eight hours. 

“It would have been easier
if I would have read the
instructions or watched the
video tape that came with the
floor, but you know how that
goes,” Kilgore said.

Having installed the floor
almost a year ago and with
the addition of his young
Labrador retriever since
then, he is happy with the
durability of the laminate
floor.

Even without doing his
homework, it took him and a
friend around eight hours to
complete the 300-square feet
job. 

“After completing three
rows, it’s just repetition,”
Kilgore said, add that doing
it himself saved him around
$1,100. 

According to Hakly, 50 per-
cent of consumers do it them-
selves. He suggested  letting
the floor sit in the house for
three days before installa-
tion so that the product can
adjust to the home’s humidi-
ty. He also advises customers
to buy 10 percent more than
measured. 

“This allows for mistakes
and adjustments for things
like heating vents and cor-
ners. You also want to begin
installation at the longest
wall of the room,” Hakly
said, adding that the
installer also needs to make
sure the present floor is
level.

Starting around $1.98 a
square foot, Home Depot
stocks Pergo, Dupont and

Shaw Industries products.
Some floors come with one-
quarter inch padding
attached. Another plus is
that if a customer wants to
use the Pergo in a different
location or even a different
home, the floor can be lifted
up and laid down again.

While laminate flooring is a
popular and economical
option, hardwood floors are
always in demand. Wood can
be refinished over and over
and can last the lifetime of
the home. 

Hakly warned that the sum-
mer months are not the best
time of year to install hard-
wood.

“When installed in the
higher humidity months, the
wood is swollen. It will
shrink up in the winter as it
adjusts to the change in
humidity. This is why gaps in
the floor might appear,” he
said. “I tell people who do
want to go with a natural
wood floor (during the sum-
mer) to buy a good dehumidi-
fier and to let the wood rest
in the house before begin-
ning installation.” 

Hakly finds that while lami-
nates are the current trend
in floor covering, carpets are
as popular as ever, especial-
ly in bedrooms.

“People like the warmth
and softness of carpet in
those rooms,” he said, adding
that carpet fibers are twisted
in such a way that improves
the quality of  modern stain-

resistant carpet. Shag carpet-
ing, a popular choice during
the 1970s, is back in demand.

“Carpet is the sponge of the
earth. Everything settles into
the carpet. I recommend that
new padding be installed
when carpet is replaced,” he
said. “Throw rugs are helpful
in high traffic areas. Take off
your shoes, but don’t go bare-
foot. The natural oils from
feet or lotions that are used
can mat a carpet down.”

Carpets should be vacu-
umed often, the direction
that you sweep should
change every time you
sweep, and a professionally
cleaner should used.

“To honor a guarantee,
manufacturers often will
want proof that you have
hired a professional every
year to 18 months,” Hakly
said. 

Enjoying increased popu-
larity with homeowners are
bamboo and cork products.
Bamboo, a very durable
material, is cut, glued and
nailed down, just like a regu-
lar oak floor. 

Cork is soft underfoot, acts
as a noise barrier and holds
heat well, but is not as
durable as other products.

“I wouldn’t recommend it
for a very young, active fami-
ly with pets.” Hakly said.
“But again, you must main-
tain whatever you buy to get
the most out of it.” 
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Nature-made or man-made?
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Justin Hakly, flooring specialist at Traverse City’s Home
Depot, shows the many types of laminate floor samples.


