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Proper maintenance.

TO MAINTAIN A DECK
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Sprinklers in all shapes sizes

BY CHRISTINE HUARD
Copley News Service

If you're tired of watering
your lawn and landscaping
by hand, it’s time you took a
look at the many sprinklers
and irrigation systems.

While they come in a vari-
ety of sizes and shapes, there
are five general types. What
you’re watering and the area
you need to cover will deter-
mine which type you need.

Ace Hardware Web site,
www.acehardware.com, pro-
vides the following descrip-
tions. Check with your local
hardware store, home
improvement center or land-
scaper for help in getting the
right kind for your yard.

B Stationary sprinklers
spray water through a pat-
tern of holes in the sprinkler
head. They are good for
smaller lawn and garden
areas that need to be
watered quickly and effec-
tively. Fixed sprinklers can
be round, half circles, rectan-
gular and several other
shapes, with costs varying
according to size.

B Oscillating sprinklers
water a rectangular pattern
by spraying numerous
streams of water from a spray
tube that waves back and

forth. Oscillating sprinklers
are one of the more popular
designs. They can effectively
water medium to large areas
and usually feature settings
that can be adjusted.

B Many homeowners
appreciate the efficiency of a
pulsating sprinkler which
can deliver a lot of water
over a large area. Pulsating
sprinklers operate in a
radius pattern, but top-quali-
ty units will be able to be
adjusted to change the height
of the stream or the pattern
of operation.

B Rotary sprinklers have
two or three spray arms from
which water sprays as they
spin. They are good for cover-
ing small to medium areas.
Top-end sprinklers will fea-
ture mist and jet spray
action, and a lock for fixed
watering.

B Traveling sprinklers
combine the spray action of a
rotary sprinkler with the
benefit of a self-propelled
unit. The wind-up kind fol-
lows a sort of track predeter-
mined by the homeowner.
Tractor units drag the hose
behind them as they follow
the hose pattern.

Permanent systems

If you’re ready to give up

fiddling with hoses altogeth-
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Full Line
of Garden
Goods

Bruce Helsel Tree Farm

It’s a Perfect Time to Plant Trees!
Over 600 Trees In Stock!

Open 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Daily ® Sunday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Corner of M-115 & 13th St.

Nursery 231-779-1414 or Cell 231-409-7170

e Cadillac

5-10.797412-HM

Super Turf Builder® with
Plus 2® Weed Control

e Patented formula kills
weeds that ordinary weed
and feeds miss.

e Apply to a wet lawn
anytime weeds are
actively growing.

$1 1 3200 $32 15 000

SKU75491

SKU75883

 Scoecs

MaxbauerACEHardware

3 LOCATIONS: ACME ¢ CHUMS CORNER
TRAVERSE CITY (W. FRONT ST.)

Scotts
SpeedyGreen®
3000™ Broadcast
Spreader

* For quick coverage
on any size lawn.

$39 99 SKU75088

5/10-797414-HM

HUGE MATTRESS SALE

15 Year Guarantee
Twin Sets

Twin Sets

Reg. $259  Now *12

Full Sets |

Reg. $339  Now $159

Queen Sets
Reg. $498 Now $189

eg. $379

Full Sets

‘IReg. $579

Queen Sets

Reg. $699

er, you’ll want to think about
the convenience an irriga-
tion system offers. Once it’s
installed, all you have to do
is set a timer for it to water at
the right time — no more
unrolling and rolling up a
wet, grassy hose.

First you’ll have to decide
what you want watered with
a system -— the lawn, land-
scaping or flower beds, for
instance. Ace Hardware fea-
tures interactive presenta-
tions on watering systems in
its Web site’s “Project How-
To’s” area which point out
the importance of using the
right sprinkler on your
plants:

B While spray-type sprin-
klers are good for lawns,
they’re bad for flower bed —
the force of the spray will
knock down your flowers.

B Shrub heads spray down,
but deliver a lot of water. It’s
better to use a low-flow sys-
tem that lets you to irrigate
more effectively.

You’ll also need to decide
if installing a watering sys-
tem is a job you want to do
yourself or if you should hire
a landscaping contractor to
do it. Once in, however, many
homeowners discover the
convenience of even a basic
system is worth the price.

Season’s floral select

BY SHEILA GARRETT
Special to the Record-Eagle

Area gardeners thinking
spring will have a mix of
new plants and perennial
favorites to choose from
when they plant their gar-
dens this spring.

Shirley Becker, owner of
Manitou Gardens between
Traverse City and Suttons
Bay, a lifelong gardener
who grew up in the garden-
ing business, predicts that
top sellers for this year will
include annual standards
like impatiens, geraniums
and petunias. 50 new vari-
eties of perennials will be
added to their regular stock
of 200 this year, including
phlox, shasta daisies, viola,
monard, delphinium and a
hardy new echinacea (cone-
flower.)

Becker believes that the
hydrangea Endless Summer
will be a very popular
shrub, as it flowers long
and blooms on old and new
wood.

“We have ordered more
than last year after seeing
it in our gardens and find-
ing it excellent,” she said.

Julie Sovereign of
Traverse City’s Garden
Goods is also enthusiastic
about this plant, which
made its debut last year.

“This was one hot plant
and for good reason,” she
said. “It solves the problem
many northern gardeners
have when trying to grow
the old-fashioned mop head
hydrangea in our tough cli-
mate. The customer knows
he will get the treasured
blossoms even if the old
wood has died off.”

“Endless Summer” contin-
ues to set new buds all sea-
son, so there is a very long
bloom period, she said.

Another hydrangea choice
is “Big Daddy,” which
boasts 12- to 14- inch blos-
soms. A new item at Garden
Goods this year, this selec-
tion is considered a great
choice for an old-fashioned
garden look.

New annuals include the
Osteopermum Symphony
series, featuring yellow or
orange daisy-like flowers
that bloom all summer.
They are an improvement
over previous cultures that
tended to stop blooming in
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Decks & Docks with Lifetime Warranty

Homecrest - Telescope * Brown
Jordan - Woodard
Land Indoor/Outdoor Wicker and
Rattan - O.W. Lee
Grosfillex - Matiresses

Tec Infra-Red Grills and Much More
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Country Warehouse Sales

7 miles south of Kalkaska &
25 miles north of Cadillac
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extreme heat, Sovereign
said. She added that she
was impressed with Lobelia
Dark Blue, which provides
vivid blue blossoms all
summer long and will not
dry out in containers.

Roses remain very popu-
lar with Manitou Gardens
customers.

“We bring in as many ‘own
root’ plants as possible,
since they are more hardy
in our cold winters,”
Becker said. “They give out-
standing color for the gar-
den from May to October so
are well worth the extra
care they might need.”

Julie Sovereign and
Karen Schmidt, past presi-
dent of the Cherry Capital
Rose Society and a
Consulting Rosarian, are
both enthusiastic about
“The Knockout,” the
American Rose Society’s
rose of the year in 2004.

“The Knockout” roses all
share the same qualities.
They are heavy bloomers,
disease-resistant and hardy
at winterizing,” Schmidt
explained. “The Double
Knockout Rose,” a particu-
lar favorite at Garden
Goods, boasts a cherry red
double flower and dark
green tinged red foliage.
Other choices include
“Blushing Knockout” and
“Pink Knockout.”

Karen Schmidt described
the Knockouts as “land-
scape roses — they’re not
especially good for cut
arrangements, but give a
great splash of color to a
garden area all season long.
Blooms tend to be smaller
and less full, so they don’t
take as much energy to
rebloom.”

Gardeners this year are
eagerly anticipating a new
climbing rose developed by
hybridizer Bill Radler. A
medium red rose called
Ramblin’ Red, it offers four
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With 18 different styles to choose f'rom we can ¢
sunroom to compliment your home, lifestyle ane

Independently Owned And Op

SUNROOMS * CONSERVATORIES * P,
PATIO AND DECK ENCLOSURES °

Call for a Free Information Pacl
In-Home Design Estimate

(231) 938-3300 or (800) 5z

5704 US-31 North ® Acme (1 block sou
Visit our web site... www.nsg.fourseason:s

Now $269 US-131 South ¢ South Boardman, Ml 49680

Now $299

(231) 369-2850
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