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Never too late to

BY ED HUTCHISON
Special to the Record-Eagle

The spring planting frenzy
begins, rain or shine, about
the second week of May in
Michigan and ready or not,
you are confronted with
petunias, tomatoes and lots
of other transplants ready
to take home and plant.

Sometimes the weather
and calendar together well,
but often they do not. The
result is that by late May,
your garden is not in and
plants seem scarce. Don’t
worry. There is still time
when Memorial Day (and
later) arrives to get in a gar-
den — and have wonderful
results.

Here are some tips to help
you choose healthy, robust
annual plants for this year’s
garden — even if you must

wait until mid-June to do so.

If you buy plants at big
box chain stores, choose
carefully. Why? It’s because
the big guys are more likely
to have overly mature trans-
plants than the locals who
stage crops for successful
consumer plantings. My
experience has been that
the chains roll out four-inch
potted annuals now through
July 4, hoping, I guess, to
capture the needs of gar-
deners who did not plant
earlier.

Avoid plants in pots or
cell packs with roots
snaking from the bottom.
This is a sure sign the plant
has outgrown its surround-
ings. If you must choose one
of these, then break up the
root mass before planting.
You will likely find a coil of
roots around what is left of
the soil. Reduce the root
mass by half — this will stir
new root development.

Choose plants that are
flowerless or in bud. An
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get flowers

annual plant that is flower-
ing in its cell pack shows
that it is nearing maturity.
Much like a third grader
adjusts better to a new
school than a junior in high
school, a young plant gets
used to its new home better
than one that is already
blooming.

The trick here is in realiz-
ing that many dwarf vari-
eties of flowers are just fine
starting bloom in the packs
— growers like to show

plants that show some color.

But if you are looking at a
marigold, for example, that
will grow 12 inches or taller
and the thing is stretched
out and in bloom in the
pack — and this is not

uncommon — walk away.

Immediately after planti-
ng, treat the transplants to
what amounts to an energy
drink. Several types of
water-soluble fertilizers for-
mulated with nutrients to
encourage root growth are
available. Look for these
products in the lawn and
garden chemical aisles —
they will be labeled as
products for giving plants a
quick start to the season.
These are not the products
loosely called “bloom boost-
ers.” Those promote vigor-
ous blooming; what you are
after here is a product that
is meant for new trans-
plants, a one application
kind of a deal.

s “Must Bee Spring!”
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You can still have colorful flowers this summer, even if nothing is planted now. But
quick action is important as planting season wanes in early June. This bed of yellow
marigolds is a good example of what can be created by planting an entire bank of the
same variety.

If tomatoes are your thing,
don’t hesitate to buy and
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time — chances are you will
gain three weeks or more on
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as having bought a robust
transplant in mid- or
late May and getting
it going — but buying
one of these “well
along” tomatoes may
well yield you a nice
crop of tomatoes.
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O Check Us Out!

0 Acalypha

[0 Ageratum

0 Alternanthera
0 Anagalis

O Annual Grass

- 12 Varieties

[0 Anosodentea
[0 Angelonia

0O Arctosis

‘ Pot

HERBS...

Valid only 5/15/05-5/21/05
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We grow over 80 varieties.

Reg. $3.99 per 4%2” Round Pot
Present coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers.

0 Argyranthemum
- 11 Varieties
[0 Bacopa - 9 Varieties
0 Begonias - 18 Varieties
[0 Bidens
0 Braceantha
00 Brachycome
[0 Bridal Veil
00 Caladiums - 6 Varieties
[0 Calendula
[0 Calceolaria
[ Calocephalus
[0 Calla Lilies - 8 Varieties
[0 Carnation
00 Cleome

Each
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Suttons Bay

(231) 271-GROW (4769)

124 Miles S. of Suttons Bay on M-22
Sun. 10-4 ¢ Mon.-Fri. 9-7 * Sat. 9-6

[0 Cuphea Cigar
O Dianthus
[0 Dichondra
O Dipladenia
0 Duranta
0 Ersymum Fern
- 5 Varieties
0 Euroyps
0 Evolvulus
O Felicia
[0 Fuchsia - 7 Varieties
00 Gazania
0 Gerbera
0 German lvy
0 Grape lvy
0 Guara
[0 Gypsophalia
O Helichrysum - 9 Varieties
[0 Heliotrope - 9 Varieties
0 Hypoestes
O Impatiens - 24 Varieties
0 Ipomea
O Irestine/Bloodleaf lvy
0 Jasmine
[ Lantana - 6 Varieties
0 Lamium
O Larkspur

Bellaire

(231) 533-GROW (4769)
Just N. of Bellaire on M-88

Sunlﬂ-i o Mon.-Fri. 9-7  Sat. 9-6
s :I-' .y

O Laurentia

O Linaria - 5 Varieties

O Lobelia - 8 Varieties
O Lupine

0 Mandovilla

0 Melampodium

[0 Mexican Heather
O Million Bells - 9 Varieties
0 Mimosa

0 Moon Flowers

O Nasturtium

O Nirembergia

[0 Nemesia - 6 Varieties
O Orthosiphon

O Oxalis

0 Pentas

O Perilla

O Phlox

O Piggy Back

O Pilea

O Plectranthus

O Pseuderanthemum
[0 Rancunculus

O Salpiglosis

O Salvia

O Sanvitalia

[0 Scoparia

4 BULK MULCH

Cedar * Hardwood * Black * Chips

Local delivery available or pick up by the yard!
Also available: Bulk Topsoil and Stone! (No minimum)

ADVICE

[0 Scaveola

Snapdragons
0 Speciality Geraniu
- 12 Varieties
0 Spider Plant
0 Spikes
0 Sprengeri
[ Stretocarpus
0 Streptocarpell
[ Strobianthes
O Sunflowers

0 Torenia
O Tracheliu
[0 Verbena - A1 varieties
0 Verbena Bonariensis
0 Vinca fl\
[0 Wave Petunias
- 12 varieties
0 Wondering Jew
[0 Zinnias
00 Zonal Geraniums
- 40 varieties

Plus Many More!
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Grow For The Gr

For every $400 Spent (less than

including sales tax) at Plant M.

next purchase in the mail. Ask f
1 green envelope - Start Saving

SAVE YOUR RECEIPT.
IT’S EASY - NO LIMI




