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Painting your house

BY BRENDA PROTZ

Copley News Service

For many homeowners,
spring and summer months
are times to get those out-
door projects done. One of
the biggest is house painting.
While many choose to hire
the pros to do the job, others
tackle the tough task them-
selves. But there are several
things to consider.

Paint and wallpaper spe-
cialist Dan Metcalf says to
choose a color first. For
many, picking a color is what
people want help with most.

“Many are choosing to use
accent colors on their doors
that are totally different from
their home’s color, like
bright red or pink to make it
stand out,” he said.

Metcalf said about 10 per-
cent of his customers come in
with a picture or an idea of
something they have seen on
television and they want to
do something similar.

“Some also bring in pic-
tures of a new roof or new
shutters and we help match
colors from there,” he said.

After the color is chosen,
they decide what brand of
paint to buy — and most
often in acrylic.

Before homeowners are
ready to actually begin the
painting process, Metcalf
said prepping the house is
important. He said to first
scrape the house of old, loose
paint either by hand or with
a power washer. The main
thing is to be sure all dirt is
gone from the house.

“You never want to paint
over dirt,” Metcalf said. “The
paint won’t adhere and will
generally flake off within a
year.”

How much paint to use is
another factor.

“It just depends on how bad
the surface is,” he said.
“With today’s paint colors,
you usually need two coats.”

Metcalf said for older
homes with bad surfaces a
primer coat might be neces-
sary. And for those going
from a dark color to a light
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For house painting, home-
owners must decide whether
it’s better to hire a pro or do
the job themselves.

one, he suggests a coat of
primer followed by a couple
of coats of paint. Prior to
painting, he recommends
caulking bad areas around
door frames, windows and
edges. Paint looks better
going over a smooth surface.

With the paint chosen and
surface area prepped, some
might want to get the job
done quickly by renting a
paint sprayer. But Metcalf
thinks a sprayer is a tool best
left to the professionals.

“If you don’t have the win-
dows masked off good, or if
you aren’t trained to use one,
the paint can drift and you
may end up with it on your
car,” he said.

Paint and restoration con-
tractor Doug Pierce thinks
some homeowners could do
smaller jobs but thinks the
bigger jobs need to be left to
those with more skills.

“I tell people to hire out
the help if there is going to
be extensive prep work or
maybe if the heights would
be dangerous,” Pierce said,
adding that most profession-
als guarantee their work.

Pierce said a lot of home-
owners look to professionals
because of time: “By hiring
someone, they don’t have to
chase down the paint or do
the prep work,” he said.

Look for the Record-
Eagle Spring Home
and Garden on news-
stands Tues., April 12.
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Blocks the Sun’s heat and UV
rays without blocking your view.
* Rejects 77% of sun’s heat to reduce energy bills.
* Rejects 98% UV rays to reduce fading.

* Available in a variety of colors and shades.

SOLAR SOLUTIONS

* Commercial * Auto * Residential « Window Tinting
1116 Barlow * Traverse City

23109294853 {
Mobile 2316201002 =

“'BUY ONE; GET ONE FREE!

DO NOT PAY UNTIL 2006°

Choose from vertical blinds, mini blinds,
faux wood blinds & honeycomb shades.

SHOP AT HOME FREE!
1-800-4-BLINDS

for FREE in-home decorator service

Tamara Stone
Head Designer
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ANY PURCHASE OF ANY PURCHASE OF
$750 OR MORE $1000 OR MORE

H More than blinds & drapery...
B e s oo Exes i1 CUSTOM BEDDING » CUSTOM UPHOLSTERED HEADBOARDS
CUSTOM PILLOWS » CUSTOM CORNICE BOARDS & VALANCES

South Airport Road West, across
from Traverse Mall « 231-922-3544

525 OFF

ANY PURCHASE OF
$250 OR MORE

575 OFF

*Available with credit approval. Minimum monthly payment
may be required. If payment not made in full by the 1st day
of the 13th month, interest accrues from day one.
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Financing
Available
with approved credit
6 Months

Same as Cash
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PRECIS!ON
PLUMBING &

EATING Syslems, Inc.

Lower Your
Energy Bl"S-’ </
/__ Ask Us HOW-<I| '

We accept
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Plumbing * Heating ® Infloor ¢ Air Conditioning :

Its Hard To Stop A Thane:

231.275.6273

* How efficient is my furnace?
¢ Do | have a carbon monoxide leak? =

¢ Ask us! We have the technology
to give you accurate answers!

FREE

Emergency Furnace
Replacement Estimates
ANYTIME - 24/7
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(Orig. $3.99-$7.99 sq. ft.)

16” Plateau Beige ..

of each color available!

WE BUY END OF THE YEAR OVERSTOCKS!

January Close-Outs!

Here are just a few of our great specials!

High End Porcelain Tile

CLOSEOUTS

...... $2.99 sq. ft.

18” Etruscan Light Grey . . .$3.99 sq. ft.
12” Sandlewood

Tavern Green

Over 15 colors of 6”"x6” Seconds

99¢ - $1.25 sq. ft.
All Commercial Grade or Better

3,000 to 16,000 sq. ft.
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16"x16” Ceramic Tile

CLOSEOUTS

(Orig. $3.25-$4.49 sq. ft.)
White Sand & Mirage

Wall Tile CLOSEOUTS

99¢ - $1.49 sq. ft.

14,000 sq. ft. 6"x6” Savoy 1st
A pleasant light beige stone look

$1.25 sq. ft.

34,000 sq. ft. 8"x8” Satin
An off white marble look

$1.25 sq. ft.

(3 miles south of Grand Traverse Mall)

231-943-8881

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-5, Wednesday open until 8 p.m.

Located in: Traverse City ® Benton Harbor ® Holt ¢ Muskegon o
e Portage ® Mishawaka e Indianapolis ® Holland

Sales people with tile and floor installation experience waiting to help yo
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So, why buy them from Brown Lumber?

We’ve sold Andersen Windows for over 40 years--That’s longer than
many window companies have been in business. Our sales staff is
throughly trained on measuring and estimating, as well as knowing
all of the features and benefits of each product. Brown Lumber has
factory certified technicians trained by Andersen to install, service
and repair your Andersen windows and doors. So if something does
go wrong, you can call us with the assurance that we will respond
within 48 hours. In addition, Brown Lumber sells Andersen at
truckload prices EVERYDAY.

So the real question is...
Why would you buy Andersen Windows anywhere else?

Andersen M’

Brown Lumber...Building Our Community for 100 Years

Brown Lumber Company
1701 South Airport Road
Traverse City, Michigan

231-947-1400

www.brownlumber.com




