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Key to successtul gardening in northern
Michigan is having patience... and a Plan B

Gardening in northern
Michigan has its challenges.
We deal with extremes in
weather all year long, but
more than any, spring is
both the most frustrating
and rewarding of seasons.

If you are like me, you find
yourself longing for spring
to begin on its actual calen-
dar date. Let March come in
like a lion as long as it real-
ly does go out like a lamb.
And if April showers bring
May flowers and not snow,
we would think we were in
gardening heaven!

After all, how many nights
can we spend curled up
with our seed catalogs and
gardening books dreaming
about planting before we
become desperate for the
feel of sun-warmed dirt on
our hands? April and early
May can be frustratingly
cold and dreary one day and
warm and sunny the next.
What’s a gardener to do?

The key word for garden-
ing in northern Michigan in
spring is patience. There
are many gardening tasks
we can accomplish in April
and early May, but timing is
everything. When those first
warm days arrive, we are
drawn to the garden. We
can’t wait to get outside and
start digging. Before you
start working the soil, try
this simple trick. Take a
handful of soil and squeeze
it into a ball. If the soil
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breaks apart easily when
pressed gently with a thumb
and finger, it is ready to
work. If it stays in a ball, it
is still too wet and working
it can cause it to become
compacted and hard.
(Remember making mud
pies?) Wait a few days and
try again.

In the meantime, if you
didn’t do so in the fall, get
the gardening tools out of
storage and clean and
sharpen them. When it’s too
cold to work outside, start
some plants inside from
seed to set out in the garden
after the last frost. Annuals
such as marigolds, toma-
toes, celosia and zinnias
only need four to six weeks
from sowing before they are
ready to put into the garden.
Maybe this is the year to try
growing your own tuberous
begonias and dahlias. They
can be started indoors in
pots and then planted in the
garden after the danger of
frost has passed.

Some cold hardy annuals
such as cosmos, cleome,
larkspur and sweet peas can
be sown directly in the gar-
den where they will be
growing. In the perennial
garden, remove the winter
mulch from the beds, but
avoid working the soil if it is
still wet.

Cut back any perennials
you may have left for winter
interest or didn’t get to last
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fall and firm back in the
ground any plants that may
have heaved out over the
winter. This is a good time
to set support stakes before
plants get too tall.
Perennials that bloom in
mid-summer or later can be
divided now.

Pruning is also a task you
can perform in the spring,
but knowing the proper
time to prune can be confus-
ing. Here are a couple of
general rules to follow:
Trees and shrubs that
bloom early (forsythia, lilac,
rhododendron) bloom on
last year’s growth (old wood)
and should be pruned
immediately after flower-
ing. Shrubs that bloom in
summer on new growth
(spirea, potentilla) can be
pruned in spring.

Shrubs grown primarily
for their foliage rather than
showy flowers should be
pruned in spring before
new growth begins. Pruning
plants just before new
growth begins in the spring
allows plants to recover
quickly and stimulates
growth.

Some trees such as birch,
maples, yellowwoods and
walnuts, should not be
pruned in the spring
because they ‘bleed.” Oak
trees should only be pruned
in late fall to avoid being
infected with the oak wilt
fungus.

BY JEANINE
RUBERT

Local columnist

Whatever April brings,
one thing is certain, a new
gardening season is an invi-
tation to a fresh start. We
have the chance to avoid all
the mistakes we made in
last year. In fact, that’s one
of the things I love about
gardening: There’s always a
second chance!

Iread somewhere that it
doesn’t matter so much
what you plant as that you
plant, because plants alone
will never make the garden.

Until next month...keep
dreaming green!

If you have any comments
or questions, feel free to
e-mail Pine Hill Nursery
owner Jeanine Rubert at :
jrubert@pinehill-
nursery.com.

In the winter Home edition, a writer humorously told of
coping with critters coming indoors, including a battle
with bats. This prompted a note from Ken Hogarth from
Hogarth’s Pest Control. “Live trapping, relocating them
and then sealing (their entry) is the best. Last summer, |
took 350 bats out of one house,” he said, as shown above.
He added that bats can create health issues other than
just leaving droppings in attics.

Good bugs vs. bad bugs
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Buyers of standing timber and sawlogs.
Call Dave Walston (231)-357-0650 or Mike Tomei 23 1-499-5582
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We Have All Your
Landscaping Needs!
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Largest selection of Trees in Northern Michigan

* Shade Trees * Maple Trees * Blue Spruce
* Black Hill Spruce ¢ Concolors * White Pine

409-7170 or 779-1414 * 3075 13th Street * Cadillac
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* Block
* Ready Mix Concrete

* Pre-cast Septic Tanks
* Glass Block

* Garden Walls
» Walkways

e Cultured Stone
 Retaining Walls
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Providing Strong Foundations Since 1932 ﬂ

Largest Selection Of Landscaping Products In Northern Michigan
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3742/3743 West Front Street ¢ (231) 946-7880 * www.theconcreteservice.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 7-5 ¢ Saturday 7-12
Visit Our Showroom
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* Paving Brick

e Cobble Stone

* Flag Stone

* Brick

e Architectural Blocks
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