
A
lmost every parent has a
war story of holiday shop-
ping battles waged in the

name of landing the “must-have”
toy.  Whether the Cabbage Patch
Doll of the ’80s or the Tickle Me
Elmo doll of the new millennium,
each year toy makers attempt to
out-do themselves with holiday
toys.

Whether there is a front runner
in the pack of toys for the holiday
2005 season still remains to be
seen, but  local toy vendors are
well-prepared for the holiday
season.

At Toys R Us in Traverse City,
there may not be one anticipated
“big seller” for the holiday 2005
season, but Wheel World

Supervisor Scott Umsted is pre-
dicting a couple of items that will
vie for holiday spending dollars.

One item that he is predicting
to be a huge seller, in spite of its
high price, is the XBOX 360.  The
item is being touted by its mak-
ers as “The future of gaming and
digital entertainment arrives
with mind-blowing graphics and
full surround sound.”
Consumers may also find the
price to be a bit mind-blowing.

Umsted says there are two dif-
ferent versions, one will retail
around $300 and the other at
$400. Even with the higher price
tag, he said Toys R Us is already
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What is this year’s must-have toy?
Local toy stores say the top sellers will range from new
novelties to old favorites BY KRIS HAINS
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