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231-271-5462
12/8.827921.GG

Let your family and friends
know what you’d really like

under the tree...
SSiiggnn  UUpp  aanndd  RReecceeiivvee  aa

1100%%  OOFFFF  CCoouuppoonn
OPEN 7 DAYS

Gift Certificates are available.

HHoolliiddaayy
WWiisshh  LLiisstt

Bar & GrillBar & Grill
BBBBAAYYVVIIEEWWAAYYVVIIEEWW IIIINNNNNNNN
5050774 U4 US 3S 31 North • 938-11 North • 938-1661100

Mon.-Sat 1Mon.-Sat 11a.m.-1:30 a.m.1a.m.-1:30 a.m.
12/8.828017.gg

HHaappppyy  HHoouurr!!  
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy  33::3300--66::3300

FFrriiddaayy  
PPrriimmee  RRiibb
$$1133..2255

SSaattuurrddaayy  
RRiibbss

$$1100..9955

WWeeeekkeenndd  SSppeecciiaallss

Give the perfect gift...
La Señorita Gift Certificates

11224455  SS..  GGaarrffiieelldd

994477--88882200
22445555  UUSS  3311  SSoouutthh  

994466--44554455 12
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1100%%  OOFFFF
Now Thru 12/31/05

Located on US 31 just
4/10 mile east of

Interlochen Corners

223311--227766--99008811

Open Daily 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 12:30-5

12/8.827933.gg

Furniture Made One Piece at a Time, by Real Amish Craftsmen

BBrriinngg  tthhiiss  aadd  wwiitthh  yyoouu  aanndd  ssaavvee  1100%%  oonnaannyy  nnoonn  ssaallee  iitteemmss!!

BY SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — Robert
Sabuda spends most of his
day coloring, cutting and
pasting. He’s darn good at
it, too.

But Sabuda is no kinder-
gartner. He’s a 40-year-old
children’s book author
whose newest, “Winter’s
Tale: An Original Pop-Up
Story” (Little Simon), was
ordered with a first print-
ing of 250,000 copies. 

IItt’’ss  aallssoo  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ffoorr
mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayy  ddeeccoo--
rraattiioonnss  aatt  BBoorrddeerrss  aanndd
WWaallddeennbbooookkss  bbooookkssttoorreess
tthhiiss  sseeaassoonn..

Pop-up art is a kid-
friendly name for paper
engineering. Sabuda says
he doesn’t work on a com-
puter as many other chil-
dren’s book authors and
illustrators do; instead, he
works with tiny pieces of
paper, trying to make them
fit together so they open,
pop up and close back
down each time children
flip a page. 

“There’s a lot of trial and
error,” he said with a
laugh.

“There should be one
second of magic as you
open a page of a book,”
Sabuda added, giving a
tour of his “studio” on
Manhattan’s Upper West
Side.

The tour doesn’t take
long: The studio consists of
a conference room with
walls lined of Sabuda’s
books, those of his partner
Matthew Reinhart (includ-
ing his latest,
“Cinderella”) and books by
artists they admire, includ-
ing Maurice Sendak and
Sandra Boynton. 

The other room has five
stations, one each for
Sabuda and Reinhart, and
three others for the more
technical types who then
figure out how to take
Sabuda and Reinhart’s
paper pieces and fit them
on a computer screen.

On this day, the office is
abuzz as the pieces of a
new book with the leg-
endary Sendak just fell
into place. Reinhart also is
eager to show off the tiger
character he’s created for
a pop-up adaptation of
Rudyard Kipling’s “The
Jungle Book.”

Sabuda and Reinhart
also are working on a pop-

up version of a great white
shark for the second part
of a trilogy of nonfiction
books they’re doing about
the beasts of land and air.
Scholastic is giving the
duo their own imprint,
which is the equivalent of
being knighted in the kid-
die-book world, that will
be called “Sabuda and
Reinhart Present.” One of
the first projects will be a
book on castles.

Sabuda also would like to
adapt “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory” by
Roald Dahl into a pop-up
book and do a book featur-
ing a spread for every
state. 

“I’ve made a decision
that I’m going to West
Virginia soon because I’ve
never been there before,”
he said. “It’s touching to
see the pride people have
in their states and I find
that intriguing.”

Sabuda and Reinhart
moved so quickly to the top
of their class, they explain,
because there are very few
other people who do what
they do. 

“There might be 36 paper
engineers in the world,”
Sabuda joked. Or maybe
not.

Sabuda — now the
youngest board member at
the Society of Children’s
Book Writers & Illustrators
— just fell into it his line
of work. BBuutt  SSaabbuuddaa  wwaass
aallwwaayyss  eenncchhaanntteedd  bbyy  bbooookkss
ggrroowwiinngg  uupp  iinn  PPiinncckknneeyy,,  aa
rruurraall  ssoouutthheeaasstteerrnn
MMiicchhiiggaann  ttoowwnn..  

His favorites included
Sesame Street books,
“Frog and Toad” and “The
Adventures of Super
Pickle,” his first pop-up.

While an art student at
Pratt Institute in New
York, he interned at Dial
Books for Young Readers
and it was Sabuda’s job to
open the packages of origi-
nal art from the illustra-
tors. He was hooked. In his
senior year, he decided to
focus on children’s books.

Dial remembered the tal-
ented Sabuda and the rest,
he describes, “is a
Cinderella story.”

By 1992 he was writing
his own books, using flat
art — mostly collages and
mosaics.

“The styles of books were
so different, but the com-
mon theme was paper,”
Sabuda explained. 

When he decided to do
an alphabet book, he
thought the letters should
come alive for children, so
he experimented with pop-
up art. “The Christmas
Alphabet” was published
in 1994 by Orchard Books.

“My grandpa and dad
were brick layers and car-
penters, so I approached it
as if I were building some-
thing,” he said.

Sabuda acknowledges
that he might have an
unusual method in an
increasingly digital world,
but when it comes to
books, people like to feel
the pages and be surprised
each time they flip one
over. 

“Who’s talking about e-
books now?” he said.

“Parents are busy. They
want time with their kids
to be well spent. ... There’s
greater attention to chil-
dren’s books now as a
backlash to the technology
in kids’ lives. Parents feel
the need to give an alter-
native to all the media sat-
uration.”

For more, go to Sabuda’s
Web site:

www.robertsabuda.com

Popup author Robert Sabuda on cutting edge of children’s books
Photos/Associated Press/Dima Gavrysh

Left, pop-up book maker
Robert Sabuda works on an
owl for his recent project
titled “Winter’s Tale,” at his
studio in New York.   Below
is “Dinosaurs” by pop-up
book makers Robert
Sabuda and Matthew
Reinhart. Bottom, Sabuda,
left, and Matthew Reinhart
display two of their books at
the studio they share in
New York. Sabuda’s per-
sonal project is “Winter’s
Tale,” and Reinhart’s book
is “Cinderella.”


