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BY LINDSAY VANHULLE
Record-Eagle staff writer

Many of the soldiers in the 182nd
Transportation Company are from
northern Michigan.

To celebrate the homecoming of
nearly 100 soldiers from Iraq in the
last few months, the Traverse City-
based Army reserve unit will serve
as grand marshal of the DTE Energy
Cherry Royale Parade during the
National Cherry Festival on
Saturday, July 9.

“It’s really a function of educating
the public on what this unit did in
Iraq, and acknowledging those very
brave and courageous men and
women who have returned,” Cherry
Festival executive director Tom Kern
said.

The parade is sponsored by DTE
Energy, and the selection of the unit
as grand marshal was a joint decision
between the energy company and the
festival, Kern said.

“They were very high targets and
were under constant attack,” he said.
“I hope (spectators) take away a
sense of pride and honor for the will-
ingness of these people, regardless of

what people’s feelings are about the
war.”

Two of the unit’s members will
carry a banner and lead the parade. A
Humvee will carry injured soldiers,
and about 25 members of the unit
will march with a similar transport
vehicle to the one used in Iraq.

The unit is responsible for hauling
fuel and other materials soldiers
might need, 1st Sgt. James Liberty
said.

It was mobilized in March 2003,
and spent three months at a base in
Wisconsin before being notified its
mission was canceled, said Liberty,
who also is serving as the unit’s
commander.

About eight months later, nearly
100 soldiers were sent over to Iraq to
serve with different units, he said,
adding that most returned in the last
two to four months. 

About 35 soldiers are still overseas,
he said. Liberty himself has not gone
to Iraq.

For almost a year, Sgt. Dale Feigel
served as a heavy equipment
mechanic with a fuel-hauling unit in
Iraq. Feigel, who received a Purple

Heart in combat, said his main base
was 40 miles north of Baghdad.

“There’s a big positive for what
we’re going over for,” he said. “The
wealth of their country has the
potential for the whole world to
prosper from. That’s why they want
change. They’ve been wanting
change for a long time.”

Feigel said it’s hard to leave family
and miss important events, but the
reason why he’s serving keeps him
going.

“If it happened to be in Iraq or it
happened to be somewhere else, I
would put my life on the line for the
freedom of these people,” Feigel
said.

Acting as grand marshal for the
Cherry Royale Parade could boost

morale for the unit and the military
in general, he said.

The Traverse City-area community
has been supportive of the soldiers
throughout the conflict, Feigel said.

“That’s a great honor,” he said.
“We need to keep that support going.
Bottom line.”

Nancy Jo Feigel, Dale Feigel’s sis-
ter-in-law, has seen several family
members serve in the military. Her
father was in the Air Force, her
brother served in the Army and her
husband also was in the Air Force.

During the time Dale Feigel was in
Iraq, Nancy Jo Feigel said he would
call her when something bad hap-
pened to let her know he was all
right, and also to tell her what she
would see on the news.

“I come from a military family,”
Nancy Jo Feigel said. “Unless
you’ve been in the military or have
been associated with the military,
people just don’t realize the sacri-
fices that these men have to make.”

The unit being named grand mar-
shal of the Cherry Royale Parade is a
“pretty big thing,” she said.

“It really shows that the communi-

ty stands by their men, and it’s nice
that a community will do that,”
Nancy Jo Feigel said.

There will be at least 50 members
of the Traverse City unit in the
parade, but that number could rise to
80 if members from a Bay City
detachment participate, Sgt. Jamie
Taylor said.

“There have been times in the past
where we couldn’t participate,”
Taylor said. “It means a lot to the
unit.”

Community members pulled
together to donate items for care
packages that were sent to soldiers
overseas, said Sgt. 1st Class John
Dockery, currently on active duty but
serving a special assignment at the
182nd unit.

Being asked to serve as grand mar-
shal of the parade is another display
of community outreach, Dockery
said.

“It shows the soldiers that the com-
munity supports them,” he said.
“Even though we know some don’t
support the war, they still support the
soldiers.”

182nd Company and families grand marshals of Royale Parade
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AAlllltteell’’ss  IInntteerraaccttiivvee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  cceenntteerr
outfitted with state of the art sports video
displays and memorabilia, football toss,
free throw shooting, and racing simula-
tors.

July 2 – 9, 10 a.m. – 11 p.m.

VViissiitt  tthhee  AAAAAA  MMoottoorr  SSppoorrttss  eexxhhiibbiitt  for
the ride of your life in the #99 AAA Ford
Taurus NEXTEL CUP race car simula-
tor.

Saturday, July 2 — Monday, July 4,
throughout the day.

KKiittcchheenn  CCrraafftt  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  – Cooking

demonstrations using innovative cook
wear, creative recipes and cherries!

July 2 - 9, mid-days and evenings.

JJoohhnnssoonnvviillllee’’ss  BBiigg  TTaassttee  GGrriillll
The world’s largest grill is 65’ of brat

grilling tailgating fun!
Saturday, July 2 – Monday, July 4,

throughout the day.

GGrraanndd  BBaayy  MMaarriinnee  ––WWaatteerrccrraafftt  ddiissppllaayy
with the season’s hottest boats.

July 2 - 9, 10 a.m. – 11 p.m.

RRaavveennwwoooodd  ::  Visit Ravenwood in the

Cherry Farm Market, try Ravenwood’s
Signature line of Cherry Bath & Body
Care products.

July 2-9 10 a.m. throughout the day.

PPrreemmiieerr  MMoorrttggaaggee  CCoommppaannyy
Representatives will be promoting the

area’s real estate opportunities. Visitors
may stop by for a free gift. Premier
Mortgage Funding, Inc. will be on hand
to handle any financing questions. 

All week long, July 2-9, 10 a.m.
throughout the day.

CChhaarrtteerr  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss

Visit the Charter Racing Show Car and
Simulator. Get your picture taken with
the Charter No. 60 Busch Race Car, and
climb into the Charter National Guard
No. 6 NEXTEL Cup Racing simulator.

July 6 –9, 10 a.m. throughout the day.

GGaarrllaanndd  RReessoorrtt
Plan your getaway for golf or a winter

wonderland adventure. Learn more about
owning a vacation home situated along
the lush fairways or amidst towering
pines. Register to win a free Garland
Getaway!

July 2 –9, 10 a.m. throughout the day.

MMiiccrroo  TToouucchh,,  IInncc..  Offers the World’s
Most Advanced Massage Chair. Call
800-430-4518.

July 2-9, 10 a.m. throughout the day.

NNaattiioonnaall  MMaarriinnee  MMaannuuffaaccttuurreess  AAssssoocc..  
Don’t miss the Discover Boating &

Take Me Fishing Tour. You’ll learn all
about the excitement and pleasure that
boating and fishing can bring to people
of all ages. Check out Splash Theater for
water sport fun and safety tips. Life is
better with a boat!

July 2-9, throughout the day.

Interactive Festival Attractions all National Cherry Festival week long


