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Shopping with the your college student can benefit you, too

BY SALLY D. KETCHUM
Special to the Record-Eagle

All parents know those
mixed feelings sending kids
off to school — kinder-
garten, high school and
worst —to college because
the kids might make a home
elsewhere after those four
years.

Of course, there are happy
aspects of the annual school
send-off: the anticipation,
the excitement and the
shopping trips, in early
years for crayons and safety
scissors and finally, for the
college freshman, sheets
and soap, pillows and per-
haps even a mattress.

During the last stage, par-
ents often feel as if they are
tagging along, not only to
say, “No” to the iPod
because you really do need
shoes, but to supply the
credit card at check out.

The question, “Why should
kids have all the fun?” has
an answer: Shop with them;
consider spin-offs of dorm
purchases as suggestions for
the parents and their home.

Following the college-

bound kid for a few aisles
makes it easy to get the hang
of it, getting ideas that might
(or might not) work for the
parents’ home. Consider
spin-offs like these:

B The student: Crates that
become lugs, furniture and
storage. Parents: Would a
crate of to be useful for
garage or basement?

B The student: Bed, toss
and body pillows. There’s
great variety in fabrics.
Parents: Nice addition to
the den sofa in corduroy,
and sure — a flannel one for
Fido, too. With dog beds
costing up to $200, $9.99
seems like a good deal!

B The student: Twin size
sheets. Tip: Look for Twin
XL (most dorm mattresses
are now extra long now).
Parents: August is White
Sale month; look for great
reductions on Queen and
King size sheet sets for
home.

B The student: Hot CDs.
White Stripes? Outkast? The
parents: Orff’s “Carmina
Burana,” after all the
Traverse Symphony
Orchestra and combined

NMC choruses will present
the popular secular cantata
this spring.

B Student: Yearns for that
photo-taking cell phone.
Parents: Idea — save on a
family plan for the billing.

B Student: Towels and
grooming needs. Parents:
Ask the kids for the latest;
they are always up on the
newest, hippest lotions and
potions.

B Student: Medium (room
type) refrigerator. Calling
the housing department of
the college is very helpful.
You can learn what is, and
what is not, furnished. Most
colleges also have rental
systems for refrigerators,
but when you consider the
cost and the inconvenience
of returning them during
finals week, it’s smart to buy
your own — one more item
to have for that first apart-
ment. Parents: Would a
small fridge be helpful in
the office, the rec room or
even the garage? They are
useful for parties and couch
potato days, too.

B Student: Sophomores
and upperclassmen in the
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Where did you

get those peepers?

Eye problems in children
can be detected at any age.

Schedule an appointment today
with Dr. Daniel Thuente, northern
Michigan’s only fellowship-trained

pediatric ophthalmologist.

See for yourself.

GRAND TRAVERSE OPHTHALMOLOGY CLINIC
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www.gtoc.net

Home is Where the Hearth Is.

This winter, enjoy cozy nights
with the warm glow of a fire.

The world’s finest
selection of
fireplaces and
stoves with prices
to fit any budget!

dorm know that the single
most important item for col-
lege is a good mattress. (A
good reason to get to the
dorm early, before the room-
mate. Sounds selfish, but
students get very little sleep
so that sleep should be
sound.) If the bringing a mat-
tress — extra long — if possi-
ble, splurge on quality when
buying it. Such an item is a
boon as an extra bed in a
first apartment four years
later. Networking young
people have constant visi-
tors. Parents: Scan bedding
deals for the home. Beware
re-making the student’s
room at home. Homesick
kids like to return to their
haunts as they left them.

Many students know how
small college rooms are and
the helpful practice of
building lofts for sleeping. A
trip to the lumberyard
before starting off is a good
idea, along with bringing
dad’s tools, know-how and
muscle power. Consider
wood for more bookcases for
the home. Most homes have
more books than room for
them.

With the attractive prices
on back-to-school specials,
it’s a good time to think of
Christmas. Shoppers can not
only find stocking stuffers
and small items that might
please just about everyone,
but also parents might con-

sider buying something the
departing student would
truly like, but can be held
off to Christmas without
inconvenience.

Sally D. Ketchum is a free-
lance writer and columnist.
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The Benefits of Western Michigan University in Traverse City

www.tc.wmich.edu
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Master of Arts Counselor Education: School
Counseling & Community Agency Counseling

« Convenient classes scheduled during weekends
and evenings for the working adult

e [nstruction of core courses by doctoral level faculty

¢ Meets the national CACREP accredited standard
for counselor licensure

¢ WMU ranks among the top 100 public universities
by U.S. News & World Report

WMU in Traverse City is located at the NMC University
Center. For further information or an appointment,
please call the WMU Traverse City Campus at

(231) 995-1846

or by email at TC-Campus@wmich.edu
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Abby Bielski

Grand Valley student

History major with secondary
education certification

BA - U of M, History
and Political Science

“Iwanted a teaching certificate
and Grand Valley made it
convenient to earn it here in
Traverse City. I can still work
and continue my education
without having to move. They
really help you in all aspects of
your education.”
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y Grand Valley State University in Traverse -City

You can reach new heights in your life and career with

help from Grand Valley State University in Traverse City.

Choose from several bachelors degrees that prepare you to be a

teacher. Or, take advantage of our Liberal Studies program to
turn your previous college credit into a respected bachelors

degree. Plus, we offer complete master’s degrees in Education

and Social Work.

m Advisors make it easy to get started. Work with real

people who want to help you every step of the way.

m Great return on investment. Excellent programs,

outstanding faculty, small class sizes, and affordable tuition

make Grand Valley one of the best education values in

America today.

= Convenient location. Complete your degree right here

in Traverse City.

m Call today. For more information, contact us
at (231) 995-1785 or toll free at (888) 922-1785.
Or, visit www.gvsu.edu/ce/traverse for a schedule of classes.

Degree Programs in Traverse City

Bachelors Degrees Masters Degrees
Liberal Studies Education (M.Ed.)
Language Arts or Social Studies ~ Social Work (M.S.W))
with Elementary/Secondary
Teacher Certification

GRANDVALILEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

TRAVERSE CITY
REGIONAL CENTER

Fireside Hearth & Leisure
SPAS ¢ BILLIARDS ¢ FIREPLACES ¢ STOVES  INSERTS

300 US-31 South « Traverse City ¢ (231) 943-9790

(231) 995-1785 - (888) 922-1785
www.gvsu.edu/ce/traverse
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