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Couples go back to basics with do-1t-yourself weddings

BY TOM TRACEY
Special to the Record-Eagle

When Dawn Steinka and
Jason Keeley decided to han-
dle the planning of their
upcoming wedding on their
own, budget wasn’t the only
consideration.

“We did not want a super
huge wedding,” said Steinka.

Local couples are re-defin-
ing weddings to fit their own
needs and values. While tradi-
tional reception halls and
wedding planners suit some,
others have found a better fit
tailoring the details them-
selves.

“How monetary decisions
are handled is one of the
biggest factors in predicting

success in the first five years
of a marriage,” according to
Rev. Mary Robling, ML.A., a
wedding officiate who coun-
sels engaged couples. “Their
wedding day is the initiatory
moment of the rest of their
life.”

Two Traverse City area cou-
ples gave insights into the
planning of their own wedding
— one couple recently mar-
ried, another couple to be wed
this summer.

Mandy DePuy, administra-
tive director for the National
Cherry Festival, and her hus-
band Mike, a sales representa-
tive for Wicksall Distributors,
were married Sept. 27. They
handled much of the coordina-
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tion and planning themselves.

“We wanted to do most of the
planning ourselves to try to
save as much money as we
could to help our parents out,”
said DePuy.

The couple were married at
a church, then held the recep-
tion at the Glen Arbor Town
Hall.

“It was a lot of fun,” she said.

To prepare for the event,
DePuy made her own invita-
tions, programs and thank you
cards. They based the styles
on samples they liked from
doing research on the
Internet, then obtaining mate-
rials from a scrapbook store.

“That saved us a lot of
money. I made mine for $200.
If I would have ordered them,
it would have cost $1,300, and
the ones we made were just as
nice,” she said.

Steinka, a customer service
representative for Twin City
Optical will be married to hus-
band-to-be Keeley, an optician
for Dr. Patrick Kiella, on July
31 of this year. (Yes, they met
through work).

In preparation for their
upcoming July 31 wedding at
Timberlee Resort in Traverse
City, Steinka obtained profes-
sional invitations from a local
discount store and printed
them on a home computer.
The couple also did some of
their own floral arranging.

According to Steinka, the
biggest help came via the wed-
ding planning Internet site

www.theknot.com.

“It helped me out a lot,” said
Steinka. “We have a web page
on that site.”

The site contains links to
rings, invitations, table set-
tings, wedding cakes, honey-
moons, wedding dresses and
bridal accessories. It also
includes a wedding checklist
and an online form that gives
recommendations based on
budget, number of guests and
attendants.

“Another help was Carol
Barr at Fashion Formals. She
has a Northern Michigan
Wedding Guide booklet that
has everything you need to
know to get started,” she said.

For DePuy, help came from
her wedding party.

“I had my bridesmaids help
make decorations, invitations
and programs three months
prior to our date. Everyone
has their own vision for their
wedding day, but it’s always
nice to hear other ideas incor-
porated. Sometimes it adds
creativity and individuality,”
she said.

Both couples relied on cater-
ers to help coordinate and
prepare food for the wedding
reception.

The challenges of ‘doing-it-
yourself’?

“One of the hardest things
for us was working fulltime
and planning when most busi-
nesses close at five,” said
Steinka.

Both Steinka and DePuy
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offered advice for would-be
wedding planners.

“Shop around and look for
the best deal for your budget,”
said Steinka. “Cut things you
really don’t need, and have
friends and family help as
much as they can. Most places
are booked solid until 2005
unless you want your wedding
on a Sunday or Friday.”

“We did a lot of price shop-
ping with caterers, flowers,
etc.,” said DePuy. “We started
talking about plans a year in
advance. If you start planning
in advance, you’ll have time to
research and do things your-
self to save money.”

Sometimes, the payoff for a
do-it-yourself-wedding tran-
scends the monetary.

“I had an evening where I
made dinner and had all my
bridesmaids over and we had
a night of dinner and invita-
tion making. It was a memo-
rable night,” said DePuy.

“The most important thing I
can stress to a bride and
groom is to take a moment and
take it all in,” she said. “Every
second, even in the prepara-
tions prior to your wedding
day, because when the day
comes, it goes by too fast.”

Tom Tracey is a local free-
lance writer.
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