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COLOR

Variety of vibrant
hues for interiors
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well-received by local cus-
tomers, according to
Wagner.

“Low VOC paints
(Volatile Organic
Compounds) and ceramic
flats are selling,” he said.
“Low VOC paints don’t
have the odor of conven-
tional paints while ceramic
beads offer a protective
surface that resists stains
and is scrubable, even in a
flat finish.”

Painting tips from pros

Joe Peters of Prestige
Painting Inc. is a third gen-
eration painter (fifth gener-
ation, if you count turn-of-
the-century “coaters” in his
family).

“I tagged along with Dad
on painting projects since I
was 8 years old, when we
worked on the Fisher
Theater,” he said.

What has he learned over
the years to ensure a suc-
cessful paint job?

“Preparation is key,
cleanliness is godliness,
and patience, patience,
patience,” said Peters.

Jeff Sanborn, coating spe-
cialist at Brown Lumber,
has dealt with many differ-
ent paint customers, some
with more ability than oth-
ers. His advice?

“Take a class, rent a video
or get some advice from
wherever you buy your
materials,” he said.

According to Peters, com-
mon mistakes do-it-your-
selfers commit include
improper or non-existent
surface preparation, lack of
familiarization with paint
application and materials
and improper dry time and
coat coverage.

“The paint is only as good
as the surface you pre-
pare,” he said.

Sanborn added, “Prep is
95 percent of the job, and it
is usually the part that peo-
ple dislike the most. Don’t
be tempted to skip or do a
poor job on prep. You’ll
end up with unsatisfactory
results and will have to
repaint far sooner than
you'd like.”

When can a homeowner
do it themselves?

“Most people think they
can do it themselves. They
might, as long as they are
willing to live with the
results,” said Peters.

“What is your ability and
what are your expectations
— or perhaps more impor-
tantly — your spouse’s
expectations?” said
Sanborn.
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Custom
Draperies

by Patrice

Call for in-home shopping.
Free measuring and
estimates

(231) 995-0536
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And when should a home-
owner turn to a profession-
al painter?

“It depends on the size of
the job and the results they
are expecting,” said Peters.
“Most of our customers
have large areas or want a
professional appearance.”

“If you are repainting
simply to change to color,
then most people can do it
themselves; however, here
are some considerations,”
said Sanborn.

“If you have vaulted or
cathedral ceilings, you will
have to rent scaffolding, in
which case it might be bet-
ter time-wise and money-
wise to hire a profession-
al,” he said. “If you have
peeling paint, or a stain or
water spot that keeps com-
ing back, it is usually
indicative of a bigger prob-
lem. In these cases, at least
get a professional opinion.”

“Houses older than 1978
need to be checked for lead
in the paint. If you have
lead in your paint you may
want to call a professional.
If not, use an encapsulating
product,” said Sanborn.

Both Peters and Sanborn
advised homeowners to
check references before
hiring a painter. According
to Peters, contractors and
paint supply stores are
good sources of referrals.
Sanborn advised homeown-
ers to get several bids.

“Unfortunately, painting
is one of the easiest busi-
ness to start. You can get a
bad paint job and be taken
advantage of,” said Peters.

As Peters sees it, an inte-
rior paint job is too crucial
to the appearance of a
home to leave anything to
chance.

“Paint provides the role
of art in the frame of your
home,” he said.

Tom Tracey is a local
freelance writer.

Painting tips

Here are a few basic painting tips that can be helpful:

When choosing the type of paint to use, remember that
oil-based paint is more durable and will last longer than
latex-based paint.

Both oil- and latex-based paints come in enamel and
flat finishes. Enamel finishes are less porous and, there-
fore, easier to keep clean.

Also, an enamel finish is better for use in wet areas
such as the kitchen, bath and laundry.
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he Best Quality
and Unlque Selection

7100

When it comes to
creating a full sensory
experience, nothing
compares with the
sounds, the smells and
the ambiance created
by a ranging, wood
burning fireplace.
Undeniably, the 7100
proves Nothing Burns
Like a Quad.

Central Vacuum & Accessories

Carpets, upholstery, draperies, 7 -
ceilings, stairs, wood and tile;

a Central Vacuum System

from Heatilator® Home

Products™ cleans all of these

surfaces and more with up to
five times more power than

an upright vacuum.

For once, the vacuum
really will do all
the work.
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See Our Internet Site At: www.phillipsenergy.com

See us atthe Home Builder's Expo: Booths 77,102 & 104

Selecting flat latex paint

Here is a way to compare flat latex paint brands. Since
there are no government regulations that require paint
manufacturers to list their content, this test should be
helpful. Buy a small sample of each brand that interests
you. Mix the samples completely and place a dollop of
each sample on a piece of scrap wood or cardboard.
Place a drop of food coloring onto each dollop of paint.
The food coloring that spreads the least indicates the
best paint.
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Improve your indoor air quality
Have your air ducts cleaned by a professional
We Remove Dust e Mold e Mildew e Pollens ¢ Animal Dander

CARPET CLEANING

(231) 941-07239R (800) 847-FLOOD

(3566)

WINTER RATES

SAVE 20%
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1-800-847-3566

6250 M-72 West ® Traverse City

Escape

How about an Escape right
within your home? Literally.
Some timeless music, a glass of
wine and a fire in a traditional,
masonry-style fireplace may be
just the ticket.

Gaze through the Escape’s
hypnotic flames to a unique,
dry-stacked brick with
cantilevered corners and
embedded accent lighting and
you'll be transported to
another time, another place,
without taking a step outside
your home.
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Twilight

Entertain inside or out
while enjoying the
Twilight from either
angle. This see-thru
direct vent acts both as
a fireplace and
window, allowing
spectacular fireplace
view in your living
room and patio
simultaneously.
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The Passage
The Passage is a

~ ceramic fiber direct
vent see-thru fireplace
that features an eye-
catching masonry style
arch on each side. It is
clean faced allow
finishing products to
be brought right up to
the opening.
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Traverse City
989 S. Airport Road

929-1396

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 10-5

me As Cash — Financing Avallable

Gaylord
1182 S. Otsego Ave. / Old 27

(989) 732-8020

Across from K-Mart
Mon.-Sat. 10-5

Traverse City
Grand Traverse Mall

935-4428

next to Target
Mon.-Fri. 10-9, Sun. 11-6
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