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Showers that get compliments

BY CHANDRA ORR

Copley News Service

With the latest shower
treatments, homeowners can
transform their bathrooms
into spas and get some well-
needed home maintenance
at the same time.

“Kitchens and bathrooms
are probably the two most
important rooms when it
comes to resale — and
they’re the most used — so
redoing the bathtub/shower
is a sound investment. You
don’t have to go whole hog to
do it well,” said interior
designer Sharon Hanby-
Robie, author of “Beautiful
Places, Spiritual Spaces”
(Northfield, $12.99).

Some homeowners may
want to do away with their
bathtubs altogether.

“Rarely do people use
their bathtubs anymore,”
Hanby-Robie said. “Mostly
they’re for showering.

“Many companies have
come out with a new 60-inch,
super-sized shower,” she
said. “You don’t have to
replumb the drain. You can
just pull out the tub and add
the shower system.”

Around $2,500, which
includes new faucets and
tiled walls, the preplumbed
super showers are fairly
inexpensive compared to a

complete bathroom remodel,

said Hanby-Robie.

“It’s really reasonable,”
she said, “But again, you
don’t want to do it yourself.”

Those looking for a truly
sensational shower experi-
ence should look into steam
options, the latest craze in
home bathrooms.

Homeowners with a slight-
ly bigger budget can opt for
steam generators, additional
shower heads, body sprayers
— even built-in seating, said
Hanby-Robie.

“You can get as extreme as
you want,” she said. “Some
of the new showers come

with a built-in steam genera-
tor with a bubble top so the
shower is completely
enclosed. The steam options
turn the shower into a steam
room — and your standard
tub space now becomes a
spa.”

Homeowners with simpler
concerns shouldn’t be afraid
to tackle a little bathroom
DIY. Plenty of older bath-
tubs have built-in shower
doors.

“ They’re a pain to clean
and hard to get in and out
of,” said Hanby-Robie.

Removing the shower
doors to make room for cur-
tains is a simple task.

“Just get your screwdriver
and razor blade out and
start going,” she said.

Finally, don’t underesti-
mate the power of a new
shower head to transform
the bathing experience.

“The single, standard
shower head is kind of bor-
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The new shower head like Moen’s Revolution, which
comes in a variety of finishes and colors, features jets of
water that spin, twist and twirl.

rious and fun,” she said.

New preplumbed systems,
like the Delta Monitor 1800,
feature water jets plus a
shower head that all work
from a single valve, accord-
ing to Hanby-Robie.

“With one valve, you're get-
ting a shower head and two
spa jets coming at you,” she
said. Such systems generally
cost from $350 to $800,
affordable to the average
homeowner.

“It’s a simple away of cre-
ating some luxury without
going to all that expense.
Plus, you can do it —it does-
n’t require a plumber.”

For even smaller budgets,
Hanby-Robie recommends
the Revolution shower head
by Moen.

“It’s spinning and twisting
and twirling water,” she
said. “That’s a shower head
you can install yourself —
and at about $50 that’s a big
luxury that we’re giving our-

ing and dull. There are other selves.”

simple things that are luxu-
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Serving Northern Michigan’s fireplace needs for 58 years!
Experienced and focused on ong product..
your new fireplace!

QUALITY FIREPLACES

GAS & WOOD FIREPLACES, STOVES & INSERTS
* (Gas Logs ® Glass Doors ® Tool Sets ¢ Installation ® Service

sourcejulien
YOUR FIREPLACE SOURCE

3901 Rennie School Rd. Traverse City
(231) 943-9618

10/12.769220.hm

LEAF
BLOWERS

$61995 ﬁ

5 hp.
Startmg

TRAVERSE CITY
M-37 South @ Norton Rd.
231-943-4900
CADILLAC
414 S. Mitchell St.
231-7754900
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Lark Lawn & Garden
“The Tnactor Famm™
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. Profile

BONUS
PACKAGE
REBATE

Receive a bonus rebate when
you purchase multiple eligible
GE Profile™ Appliances

Purchase 2 Appliances
Get °50

Purchase 3 Appliances

Get *100

Purchase 4 Appliances

Get 200

Purchase 5 Appliances

Get *300

Bonus rebates are in addition
to any other GE" rebate offer.
Laundry pair counts as 1 product*

GE" 17.6 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator

2 full width glass shelves
* Clear crispers/snack pan

* Gallon door storage sm
» Never clean condenser

GTS18GBR

Brandsource

%20 -*100 Rebates Exclusive! -
on qualified GE® ranges and GE® |. i
over the range microwave ovens* Side-by-Side
GE Spacemaker® 1.4 Cu. Ft. « Adjustable, -
| Over-the-Range Microwave Oven spill-proof : ]
* 950 watts glass shelves
* 10 power levels * LightTouch! H
* 2-Speed, 300-CFM ice and
venting system 31% water dlspenser .! a
JVM1440BD GSS25UFP

GE® 30" Electric Range
* Self-Clean oven
* Super-large oven capacity

* TrueTemp™ system s
* Ceramic glass cooktop w
JBP69BH

GE Spacemaker® 1.6 Cu. Ft.
Over-the-Range Microwave Oven

* 1000 watts
* Sensor cooking controls
hm1012 769396

* 2-Speed, 300-CFM
135 E. State Street Downtown, Traverse City

venting system
947-6830

JVM1650BH
Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm, Saturday 8 am- 5 pm

GE" 30" Gas Range
* Self-Clean oven

COMPENITIVE .

pmcssW www.maxsappliance.com

Sale Ends October 31, 2004.

* Extra-large oven capacity
* QuickSet Ill oven controls

*Limited time offer good from 9/16/04 until 12/6/04. Prices shown are for white on refrigerators, washers, dryers, ranges and black for dishwashers and over the range microwave

ovens. Tt Professional installation is required. Debit Mastercard offer good from 11/4/04 until 12/6/04 and can be used at millions of locations worldwide. See store for details.
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Built-In
Dishwasher

* TouchTap™ controls

* PowerScrub™
wash system

* HotStart™ option
preheats water

* 1-6 hour delay start

* QuietPower™ |
sound package

GSD4000JBB

* Sealed cooktop burners
JGBP28EEJBB




