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Today’s

BY BOBBI IGNELZI

Copley News Service

It’s doubtful anyone really
enjoys doing laundry. But
for a chore that inspires so
little enthusiasm, we sure
do a lot of it.

Americans each year wash
about 35 billion loads
weighing 100 million tons,
according to a survey by
Lowe’s. That’s nearly 300
times the weight of the
Empire State Building, the
home-improvement compa-
ny says.

Fortunately, recent high-
tech washer and dryer
options have made the task
easier and more efficient —
and, for some folks, maybe
even a little enjoyable.

The newest ones load,
clean and dry differently
than your mother’s laundry-
room pair. Offering from 10
to 15 cycles to handle every-
thing from health-club
grunge to the finest silk,
these smart appliances are
not only easier on your
clothes and energy bill, but
thanks to clever ergonomic
design, they’re also gentler
on your aching back.

Some of the latest washers
and dryers, like the General
Electric Harmony Clothes
Care System ($2,000 for the
pair), are so intelligent that
they can talk to one another

laundry systems do the dirty work 1n style

— and they’re not just airing
dirty laundry.

The washer communicates
electronically with the
dryer, letting it know what
type of garments (knits,
playwear, swimwear, etc.),
fabrics, colors or special
loads (towels, pet bedding,
throw rugs) are being
washed.

Once the dryer gets the
message, it automatically
programs the appropriate
setting. All you have to do is
move the load from the
washing machine into the
dryer and press the “start”
button.

“This isn’t a gimmick. It
just makes laundry easier,”
said GE spokeswoman
Cynthia Fanning, who
explained that most people
automatically use the
dryer’s highest heat setting
and longest drying time.

“There’s a lot of wear and
tear happening in the dryer.
We knew if we could get the
washer to communicate
information about the laun-
dry load, we could give the
consumer better dryer per-
formance and longer cloth-
ing life.”

In addition to automatic
sensors that know the cor-
rect water level for each
laundry load, the GE
Harmony washer also has a

“stain inspector” function
that allows you to select a
cycle based on 65 common
stain problems. The fabric
and garment color are fac-
tored into the equation. Just
let the washer know that
you have red wine stains on
a blue cotton shirt and it
will do the rest.

Don’t like relinquishing so
much power to an appli-
ance? Not to worry. You can
always override all of this
technology and select your
own settings.

No matter how many bells
and whistles an appliance
offers, energy efficiency is
still a high priority for
today’s consumer.

The Whirlpool Duet front-
loading washer puts the
emphasis on water and
energy savings. The washer
uses 68 percent less water
(17,000 gallons saved a year)
and 67 percent less energy
(800 kilowatt saved annually
per household) than conven-
tional washers, for savings
up to $150 a year, according
to Whirlpool brand manager
Ericka Wietecha.

In the world of washing
machines, high-tech also
means high capacity. And,
bigger laundry loads mean
fewer loads per week. The
GE Harmony’s king-size 4-
cubic-foot washer has the

largest capacity on the mar-
ket, able to hold 24 towels
or 50 T-shirts. Whirlpool’s
Duet washer isn’t far
behind, at 3.7 cubic feet of
clothes, or 22 towels.

While newer front-loading
washers have been popular
with consumers for their
gentle cleaning and energy
efficiency, some people
aren’t crazy about stooping
over to load or unload the
machine.

The folks at Whirlpool
have gotten around — or
under — this problem by
offering an optional
pedestal drawer on their
Duet washer ($1,000 to
$1,300) that raises the front-
loading unit an ergonomi-
cally correct 13 inches off
the floor and at the same
time gives some handy stor-
age space.

To solve this dilemma
from a different direction,
the GE Harmony and
Whirlpool Calypso ($919)
washers offer top-loading
machines with front-loading
agitator-less systems. The
Harmony washer uses cen-
trifugal force to pull deter-
gent and the clothes
through the water, while the
Calypso bounces laundry
around in a shower of con-
centrated detergent lather.
Both minimize wear and

tear on the fabric.

New Zealand appliance
manufacturer Fisher &
Paykel wanted to do its part
to reduce back strain, so it
designed its Smart Load
dryer ($699) to load from the
top instead of the front.

Featuring a reverse-tum-
bling system, the dryer is
supposed to reduce creas-
ing and tangling, since
clothes aren’t constantly
rolled into a ball. The drum
is set at a 45-degree angle
and rotates for four minutes
in one direction, then 45
seconds in another direc-
tion to untwist the load.

New moisture-sensing dry-
ers detect the amount of
water remaining in fabrics
so they don’t overdry
clothes or waste energy.

The Whirlpool Senseon
drying system promises to
dry fabrics in the same
amount of time it takes to
wash them. Internal ther-
mostats control drying tem-
peratures and reduce heat
as clothes dry to help pre-
vent scorching and fabric
damage. The electronic con-
trol measures the rate of
drying and turns off the
heat as soon as the load is
dry.

The GE Harmony dryer
offers dual motors, one that
maintains airflow and

another that controls tum-
bling action to enable you to
operate the functions inde-
pendently. It also features
dual thermostats, one to
monitor incoming air tem-
perature and the other to
measure outgoing air tem-
perature for drying consis-
tency.

Whirlpool’s Personal
Valet ($700 to $1,900) is the
next best thing to dry clean-
ing. The appliance, which
can be free-standing or
built into your laundry
room wall, freshens clothes
using a fragrant heated
mist.

Although the latest laun-
dry appliances are gentle
on your clothes and energy
bill, they may be tough on
your pocketbook. The
newest washers and dryers
can cost double the amount
of traditional machines.

But, according to Fanning
from GE, consumers say it’s
worth it.

“People say they’re willing
to pay extra for appliances
that save them time,” she
said. “More and more peo-
ple are becoming energy
and water conscious. Plus,
people are interested in
appearance. They want a
washer and dryer that look
good. And, all of that costs
extra.”

New product clears clogs

BY MORRIS AND JAMES CAREY
The Associated Press

Got a clogged drain? Reaching for a plunger or a
“snake” auger? Perhaps there’s a better way.

A brand new product blasts right through tough drain
clogs with a burst of compressed air. Kleer Drain uses
mini CO2 cartridges similar to those used for carbonat-
ing seltzer water bottles. They are inserted in a specially
designed system that includes an air chamber and rub-
ber cup adapter that fits most sizes of drain openings —
from toilets and floor drains to sinks and tubs.

It also includes a pressure release mechanism that
shoots a powerful burst of air down and through drains
and pipes to instantly clear even the toughest clogs and
obstructions. Now, while others struggle to plunge and
snake, you can “have a blast” and be on your way faster

than a speeding bullet.

For more on Kleer Drain: www.kleerdrain.com.

Automatic faucet in 5 minutes

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY

The Associated Press

A running faucet wastes thousands of gallons of water
annually when it runs longer than actually needed, or if
it runs unattended (even briefly.)

One solution is the slick automatic “motion-sensor”
faucet you see in hotels, restaurants, and airports that
only runs when motion is sensed directly below.

While a nice feature (that reduces water usage by up to
70 percent), the cost has been prohibitive for home use
— until now. The new E-Z Faucet adapter makes any
home faucet automatic and hands-free in just five-min-
utes. Just remove the existing aerator tip, screw on the
E-Z Faucet head, and the compact infrared sensor unit is

ready to flow.
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To Plant Trees!
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Increase energy savings with your computer

Computer equipment “is
the fastest-growing electric
load in the world,” accord-
ing to the Alliance to Save
Energy, a coalition of busi-
ness, government and con-
sumer groups.

Here are some tips from
industry and environmen-
tal groups that can help
reduce your portion of that
load:

B Turn off the computer
when you’re not using it.

The notion that it’s more
efficient to keep the com-
puter on for long periods
of time (such as overnight)
to save wear and tear on
the equipment is no longer
true, particularly with
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and Perennials

Select Group
I ’g of Plants

I Come in early for the best selection of the best
plants at some of the best prices of the year!

10 Miles North of Elk Rapids
886 U.S. 31 North ¢ Kewadin
(231) 599-2824

Outstanding selection of Hardy Spring Flowering Bulbs!

Pine Hill

VILLAGE GARDENS

newer computers and mon-
itors.

As long as you're being
reasonable about how
many times you turn it off
and on (say, once, twice,
three times a day), that’s
fine.

If you’re turning it on and
off every 15 minutes, then
it’s probably best to just
leave it on.

B Set and use your com-
puter’s “sleep” mode for
periods of inactivity. By
doing this, you can reduce
your computer’s energy
consumption by 60 percent
to 70 percent.

H Don’t turn on your
printer until you’re ready
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| The Other Plantmg Season

I It’s the ideal time to establish many plants
and get ahead start on next year’s garden. -
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: Cash and carry only. No other discounts apply.
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Behind Oleson’s Food Store
1111 S. Garfield  Traverse City
(231) 941-1808
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TABLE LAMP
Buy 1 Get 1
FREE

SET OF 2 ONLY

$1790°

« Ceantrer

TRAVERSE CITY 941-5414

FALL
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Great Deals On Selected
Merchandise Storewide

Outdoor Bath Lighting Chandeliers
= Lights & Mirrors & Pendants
Lighting '
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Visit us on the Web at: www.lightingcenterweb.com

PETOSKEY 439-0346
TRAVERSE CITY 941-5744

A Unique Destination For Lighting, Fans And Home Accents

to print. This is especially
true for laser printers,
which use a lot of electrici-
ty even when they’re
“idling.”

B Buy a monitor only as
large as you really need; a
17-inch monitor uses 40
percent more energy than
a 14-inch monitor.

B Turn off your monitor
if you’re not using the com-
puter.

H If you don’t use all of
your equipment when you
work on your computer,
don’t put it all on the same
power strip.

You may want to put your
scanner, for example, on a
separate strip, and keep

that strip turned off except
for when you use the scan-
ner.

B Keep your computer
clean and cool, because
dust and heat will wreak
havoc on your computer’s
circuits.

All electrical devices
generate heat, which is
why computers include
internal fans or have cases
designed to boost air flow.
Heat is an enemy because
it causes things to expand
or to respond differently to
electricity.

— Copley News Service
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Shop at home
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of blinds and shades

* Full Line of Fabrics

* Premier Products at
Affordable Prices

and Bed Wear Specialist!
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NEWSPAPERSGIN EDUCAION

TRAVEL PLANS?
Please donate your newse Pers to Traverse City Area Schools.

s a discounted education rate, so for every
onate four newspapers are donated to olr schools;

Call our Customer Serwce department and tell us you're interested in the NIE Vacation Donation Program.
(231) 946-2187 or 1-800-968-8273

Kitchen & Bath

williamskitchen.

com

*Omega Cabinetry rated #1 by a leading consumer magazine.
Free sink base with purchase of 10 Omega cabinets through Nov. 13, 2004.
Also available on additional cabinetry lines. Not valid on contractor or prior sales.
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