
Both home builders and
home owners are in agree-
ment — using green build-
ing guidelines is a win-win.
It’s also a concept whose
time has come, even if it has
been 30 years in the mak-
ing. 

With a seemingly endless
litany of environmental
problems that face home
builders and designers,
architectural and environ-
mental issues have become
more intertwined, especial-
ly in the recent years as
consumers have also
demanded buildings that
are cheaper to heat and
cool, cheaper to live in and
less taxing on the earth and
its resources.

While much attention is
focused on the rising costs
at the gas tanks, the truth is
that modern houses are far
bigger energy “guzzlers.” In
1990, for example,
American households con-
sumed more than $110 bil-
lion worth of energy, and
those numbers have only
continued to rise. As a
result, the onus has fallen
to home builders to use
principles of sustainable
design to save money for
themselves and home buy-
ers, as well as waste fewer
resources and distinguish
their projects in the mar-
ketplace.

Locally, green building
efforts are well underway,
thanks, in part, to the lead-
ership of Max Strickland of
Burkholder Construction
and Chair of the Green
Build Committee organized
by the Home Builders
Association of Grand
Traverse Area, Inc. (HBAG-
TA). 

Strickland says that the
recent announcement of
“Model Green Home
Building Guidelines” devel-
oped by the National
Association of Home
Builders (NAHB) and the
NAHB Research Center
will provide a nationally
recognized baseline for

determining minimum
thresholds for resource-effi-
cient, cost-effective home
building that are practical
for the entire industry. 

In Traverse City, the
Green Build Committee, a
group comprised of two
dozen home builders, sup-
pliers, environmentalists
and representatives of local
government, will be intro-
ducing their Green
Building Standards Manual
on March 12, 2004.

“The National Green
Home Building Guidelines
will take ‘green’ to the
mainstream,” said

Strickland. “We will ensure
that all home builders, not
just a few niche builders,
better understand green
building techniques and
technologies. The home
building community around
the country can use them
for their own specific,
regionally distinct green
home building efforts.”

The Model Green Home
Building Guidelines will
contain criteria to set the
industry bar for land devel-
opment, site planning,
resource efficiency, water
conservation, indoor air
quality, energy efficiency,

operations maintenance,
and homeowner education.
NAHB and the NAHB
Research Center will pro-
vide the technical expertise
in the guideline develop-
ment process as well as a
forum for builders to
exchange green building
ideas, initiatives and oppor-
tunities for potential col-
laboration.

“Our intent with this ini-
tiative is to collect, assess,
and disseminate what con-
stitutes the best of the best
in residential green build-
ing today,” said Michael
Luzier, president of the
NAHB Research Center.

“Members of the stakehold-
ers group will represent all
aspects of home building,
designing, and developing,
and will provide an essen-
tial base of expertise for
this project’s develop-
ment.”

Strickland says that
because a number of home
builders began using envi-
ronmentally responsible
and energy-efficient con-
struction methods and
materials, now referred to
as “green building,” about
three decades ago, it has
resulted in new homes
today being twice as energy-
efficient. 

Is Your Bathroom 
UGLY?

ONE
DAY

REMODELING!
❖ New Tub and

Walls right over
your old ones

❖ Remodeling at a fraction of the cost

❖ Walk-in Shower Stalls & Whirlpool Tubs

❖ Handicapped accessible bathrooms 
and shower stalls

❖ Won’t mildew or mold

❖ Won’t stain, chip, crack, dent or peel

❖ Commercially used for over 35 years

❖ As seen on Home & Garden TV
★★ Age friendly bathrooms

HURRY!
Call today for a
No Obligation 

Estimate!

COMPLETE BATH & WINDOW INC.
(231) 824-9001

“Serving Michigan for Over 14 Years”
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Call Us At 933-4700 or 800-794-3440
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1111 E. Eighth Street, Traverse City

AA  DDiivviissiioonn  ooff  GGuuaarraannttyy  RReessiiddeennttiiaall  LLeennddiinngg

You’ll feel right at
home with us!

• FHA
• VA

• Home Equity
•Conventional

Christine Hickman

Carol Reichard Jeanne Lee

Dave Price

2/8-735602-HM

HOME BUYING
WITHOUT SURPRISES

2-8.hm.735491

CONFIDENCE IN 
YOUR DECISION
How do you know you

are making the right
decision?

(231) 633-4677
www.npiweb.com
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Green building guidelines are a win-win for builders and homeowners


