
“It’s all in how you use
them,” she said. “You just
have to choose one color or
one family of colors to use
together.”

Although the bold, bright
colors of impatiens and
petunias are a Michigan
container and garden bed
mainstay, Morris says the
unique colors and easy care
of vegetative annuals,
patented hybridized plants
that exploded on the market
in the last decade, get more
exciting every year.

This year Morris says
there’s a high demand for
the wild colors and hearty
growth of the new coleus
hybrids. 

“Coleus used to be a
grandma plant, but now it
stands three feet tall with
leaves the size of your
hand,” she said. “The colors
are appealing and dramatic,
and if you just have one of
those on the porch it makes
a strong statement.”

Ditto for the never-before-
seen lime green tones of the
Queen Margarethe plant
and the striking bronze-pur-
ple shades of the sweet
potato vine.

Shades of purple, choco-
late or burgundy foliage,
often referred to as “black
plants” are hotter than ever,
thanks to mounting passion
for tropical plants and flow-
ers. Some to try? Black
Magic elephant ears, caladi-
um and cannas are all strik-
ing and have proved suc-
cessful during Michigan’s
summers.

UUnnccoommpplliiccaatteedd  ffuunn
Beyond design, color and

care issues, the push for
minimal fuss has inspired a
new way of thinking, too,
says Rubert.

“The big thing is that gar-

dening should be fun,
not work,” she said. 

To that end, she says
tool manufacturers
are working hard to
take the pain out of
the process by churn-
ing out more innova-
tive products than
ever.

Ergonomic tools —
with adjustable and/or
cushioned handles —
are finding a big mar-
ket among gardeners
with carpal tunnel
syndrome, arthritis or
just those seeking an
easier way to do
things. Also making
planting and tending
easier is the
Gardener’s Hold-all
Tote Bag, which
Rubert says she
expects to sell a lot of this
year. They feature pockets
for every garden tool and
product imaginable — from
twine and tools to seed
packets, plant markers and
a cell phone.

Mitchell says one of the
best products she’s got on
her shelves this year is an
Oriental- style hand sickle.
She says it’s heavy duty, but
easy to carry and sharp as a
knife.

“I don’t know about popu-
lar, but it’s one of the best
garden tools I’ve ever used,”
she said.

Some complicated tools
that are losing ground — lit-
erally and figuratively —
are pest-repellent chemi-
cals and fertilizers. Rubert
says she’s witnessing a
“green revolution” as the
organic side of the garden-
ing industry gets stronger
every year. It’s one she’s
happy to see.

“It’s important to think
about what we’re using and
why we’re using it,” she
said. “If you use fewer
chemicals, you’ll make the
soil healthier, which will
make your plants healthier
to resist bugs and disease.”

One way to keep soil hale
and hearty? When it comes
to topsoil, use organic
mulch, says Mary Thomas,

co-owner and manager of
Northwoods Landscaping
and Nursery. Northwoods
offers natural mulch
options — usually one hard-
wood and one pine mulch —
which aren’t dyed or treated
chemically. 

“It’s just healthier for the
plant,” she said.

As for pesticides, Thomas
says they’re rarely neces-
sary. 

“Insects in this area tend
to run their course,” she
says. “We don’t recommend
using pesticides unless it’s a
grave situation.”

Of course, if you want to go
truly simple, with the ulti-
mate in pest-free, chemical-
free, minimal-care ease,
there’s a final trend that’s
sweeping the area: boul-
ders.

“We’re getting a lot of
requests for boulder place-
ments,” said Thomas. “A lot
of bigger homes with the
minimalist landscapes are
asking for them.”

Although a rock garden
likely won’t replace any
other kind of growing gar-
den, a few big rocks strate-
gically placed can add a dif-
ferent texture and take up
some extensive lot space,
she said.
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Exclusively at Premier Flooring Solutions 
Have you considered heating your floor?
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1775 S. Garfield
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floor coverings
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Primary heating 

system or an additional
source of warmth
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Can be easily installed over the sub-flooring and underneath any type of floor covering without affecting the floor’s elevation
Can be adapted to rooms of any size or shape

Can be used as a primary heating system or to supply additional warmth
Require no maintenance and have a lifespan equal or superior to that of the floor covering
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new location and beautiful showroom!
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Fast Installation • Lifetime Warranty • Service • Supplies • Toys

INFRARED TECHNOLOGY:
Burns calories, clears cellulite, improves skin tone,

relieves pain from muscle strains, 
improves the immune system and more. 

3 times more perspiration than traditional saunas.

Walton Weber Rodes PoolSide, Inc. • 231-943-7061
3910 Rennie School Road, Traverse City • www.poolsidesales.com
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In-Home Design Estimate
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With 18 different styles to choose from, we can

design the perfect sunroom to compliment your

home, lifestyle and price range.
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Mobile: (231) 632-2305 • Pager: (231) 274-1457 • (866) 403-1100

TOPSOIL • BASEMENTS • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • PIPELINE • 
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FREE
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SIMPLE
Landscaping gets
streamlined
FROM PAGE 1

Record-Eagle/Lara Neel

At left, sweet potato vines in four varieties (clockwise from bottom right): lime green,
black heart, black and tricolor. Above, Nemesia on display at Breeze Hill Nursery.


