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This summer, a new
wave will wash over
northern Lower

Michigan — literally. 
Three new water parks are

slated to open in the region,
with two promising fun to
tourists and natives alike
this summer. 

The most noticeable upris-
ing of brightly colored tubes

is along I-75 in Mackinaw
City. Tentatively scheduled
to open June 12, Thunder
Falls covers 20 acres and
will include 12 waterslides. 

The owners of Thunder
Falls chose Mackinaw
because they identified a
need for that type of attrac-
tion, said Sandy MacDonald,
group sales manager. 

“It’ll be the only outdoor
water park in northern
Michigan of its size,” she

said. “It’s going to offer a
completely different experi-
ence compared to indoor
water parks.” 

The park’s primary target
is families. It offers a vari-
ety of attractions for all
ages, MacDonald said,
including a 550-person wave
pool, a lazy river and inter-
active children’s play areas.

To the south, and on a
much smaller scale, another
outdoor facility is in the

works. Crystal Mountain is
planning to open The Park
by Water’s Edge in July. 

Joan O’Neill, Crystal’s
communication director,
said what makes the park
unique is that it is not huge
like Thunder Falls. 

“We didn’t feel a large-
scale water park fit in
(Benzie County),” she said. 

The one-acre complex will
include a 15-person hot tub,
a zero-depth entry pool with
sides for children and
adults, a sand play area and
the Mountain Venture
Center. Crystal chose to add
the water park to enhance
its summer offerings. 

“In the wintertime, we’ve
been named the top family
resort in the Midwest by
readers of Ski Magazine,”
O’Neill said. “What we real-
ly felt we needed was some-
thing to round out the family
atmosphere in the summer.”

At the base of another ski
hill, construction on North
America’s largest indoor
water park is underway. 

Avalanche Bay at Boyne
Mountain is an 88,000-
square-foot complex that
will be completed in time
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620 Railroad Place 
(8th St & Woodmere)

in the Railroad complex next
to the library Traverse City

A memorable shop
with a friendly 

days-gone-by 
atmosphere offering 

quality Antiques
and Collectibles
Dealer space available,
call Marilyn or Clare

231-946-6600

ANTIQUES AT
RAILROAD PLACE

5/28.749707.su

Sunday Brunch
$12.99 Adults
Kids        Free

Join us every Sunday from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. We offer traditional

favorites as well as made-to-
order omelettes and Belgian

waffles. All served overlooking
a spectacular view of
Grand Traverse Bay.

Traverse City
5555 U.S. 31 North

938-1300
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Prime Rib, Choice Steaks.

Monday - Saturday 10-5
We’ve been told we’re worth the trip!

194 S. Benzie Blvd. • Beulah
(231) 882-4024

LARGE SELECTION OF UNIQUE 
QUALITY QUILTING SUPPLIES

Batiks, Reproductions, Japanese
We also carry

GIFTS • WOVEN RUGS • QUILTS
POTTERY • QUILTED HANDBAGS

AND MUCH MORE

Quilts By The Lake
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Great Wolf Lodge

Fort MacKenzie at Great
Wolf Lodge in Traverse City. 

Water parks splash into area
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