
BY MELANIE BOLTHOUSE
Autumn Guide editor

When the seasons change
and tourism slows through
northern Michigan, many
regional galleries begin to
pack up for the winter.

The ones who brave the
“dry season,” however, find
unique opportunities to
build relationships with
their customers. 

“People who want to come
in the fall have more time to
shop around, have more
time to talk with you about
your art,” said Northport
artist Carole Bowker, who
owns By the Bight Studio
and Gallery with her hus-
band Tom. “They don’t want
to hurry through things. They
spend a lot of time just
enjoying the things they see.”

For the Bowkers and other
gallery owners, fall is an
ideal time to create a loyal
customer base through
interactive events. 

To celebrate fall and win-
ter at By the Bight, the
Bowkers will host three
open houses during
October, November and
December. 

Their fall open house will

be held on Oct. 2 and is enti-
tled “Immerse Yourself in
Color by the Bight.” The
Bowkers, whose work spans
all types of media, are the
only two artists featured at
By the Bight and will be
working in their studios that
day so people can watch
them at work.  

The weekend after
Thanksgiving, By the Bight

will be part of the
Northport Merchants
Holidays in the Village
Open House on Nov. 26-27. 

The final open house will
be held Dec. 3-5 and may
mark the final time the
gallery is open before the
owners take time off to con-
centrate on their work,
Carole Bowker said. 

During the colder months,

the open houses act as mile-
stones for the Bowkers, who
both taught art for 32 years
before starting their gallery. 

“We’ve always been goal
oriented, and to just open a
gallery and sit there and

wait for people would be
not really what we’re used
to doing as educators and
artists,” Carole Bowker
said. “So we structure these
events and open houses so
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Take a train ride and see
Northern Michigan Wildlife!

Memorial Day through Labor Day
9:30 am - 5:00 pm, 7 days

Between downtown Traverse City & the Bay
Information

(231) 922-4904 8-27.ag.763474

8/27.763505.ag

ROBINSON’S
SCENIC GARDENS

((223311))  225588--22445599
6 miles North of Kalkaska on U.S. 131
Over 30 Years In The Same Location!

• Fountains
• Patio Stones
• Angels
• Planters
• Totem Poles
• Gargoyles
• Bird Baths
• Wagon Wheels
• Religious Items
• Tables
• Geese & Clothes
• Benches
• Lighthouses

• Urns
• Fencings
• Seagulls
• Jockey Boys
• Nautical Items
• Fishing Boys
• Elves
• Sundials
• Gazing Globes &

Pedestals
• Wide Variety of

Domestic & Wild
Animals

2,000 To Choose From & much, much more!

CONCRETE 
STATUARY

Wholesale - Retail    OPEN 7 DAYS
We Manufacture a Full Line of

Lawn & Garden Statuary

NNoorrtthheerrnn  MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  LLaarrggeesstt
MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerr  ooff  CCoonnccrreettee  SSttaattuuaarryy

24 hours a day • 7 days a week • 365 days a year

24 hours a day • 7 days a week • 365 days a year
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Visit our online
Directories 

www.record-eagle.com

www.record-eagle.com

Realtors
Downtown Traverse City

UpNorth/Arts&Entertainment
UpNorth/Autos

UpNorth/Builders
UpNorth/Golf

UpNorth/Dining
UpNorth/Lodging
UpNorth/Summer

UpNorth/Wine
UpNorth/Winter

For more information call Sue Murchie at 
231-933-1510 or 1-800-968-8273 or e-mail at

smurchie@record-eagle.com

Find out what’s going on Up North

8-27.ag.762336

DIRECTORIES

Slow season ideal for customer service

Record-Eagle/Melanie Bolthouse

Tom and Carole Bowker own By the Bight Studio and
Gallery in Northport. They will be hosting three open
house events during the fall and winter months. 
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