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FINDING FAITH

Look mnto yourself for faith, not down the yellow brick road

BY JENNIFER BYRON
Special to the Record-Eagle

Faith is a concept for the
young. It’s easily defined,
molded to our individual
needs and adopted as possible
when we’re ripe with the opti-
mism of youth. But as life inch-
es us forward, presenting chal-
lenges and frustrations — test-
ing our faith — we soon real-
ize, we’re not in Kansas any-
more.

Recently, while watching one
of my favorite movies, “The
Wizard of Oz,” I was struck by
how much Dorothy and I had in
common. The common journey
that Dorothy and I share is a
one of redefining and rediscov-
ering faith.
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As she starts down the yellow
brick road, Dorothy, although
slightly stunned, possesses the
faith of youth — unabashed
optimism, blind faith, belief
that someone or something
beyond her will solve her
dilemma.

She is so convinced of her
image of the “Wizard” that she
even collects a rag-tag group of
friends who all support one
another in believing in the
power of Oz. At one point the
Tin Man even asks “Are you
sure he will give me a heart?”
“Oh he just has to!” chirps the
ever-faithful Dorothy.

This is the faith of our youth.
It presents itself as an unchal-
lenged trust that allows us to
think that everything will turn

out ok. That we simply have to
follow the right road and in the
end, our wishes will come true.
But we, like Dorothy, do not
remain unchallenged for very
long. The lions and tigers and
bears crop up pretty quickly in
our lives in the form of lost
jobs, changed relationships
and unfulfilled dreams.

And like Dorothy, we often
mistake these challenges as
tests of our faith throwing us
into someplace new — thinking
faith.

When we see faith as an intel-
lectual exercise we look for
cause and effect patterns.
When my best friend died of
cancer at age 44, I looked for
“answers” and the “whys.”
Hadn’t she been a good person,

a great mother, a faithful fol-
lower? Surely she was on the
right path, why weren’t her
wishes granted?

In the story of Oz, it’s easy to
get caught in the mindset that
all our five-some had to do was
pass the test, rise above the
challenges, get the witch’s
broom and they had their tick-
et home. That’s “thinking
faith” talking, and what it real-
ly is saying is that we have to
accomplish something in order
to be worthy of our dreams.
And that once we demonstrate
our worthiness, then we have
earned the right to ask the
“Wizard” to please grant them
now.

Even after Dorothy watches
as each of her fellow travelers

receives a simple reminder of
what they actually possessed
all along, she still doesn’t get
it. She is still looking to some
all-powerful presence outside
of herself.

And with the “Wizard” no
longer available, Dorothy
places her faith in something,
someone else — Glinda, the
good witch. This “movable
faith” is almost predictable.
How many times in our own
lives, when we feel the
“Wizard” has abandoned us do
we simply find something else
to worship. We’re on to the
next “great” thing in our lives
— a dazzling new career, a
treasured possession, hopeful
romance. When Glinda points
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1) n just a few weeks, we're embarking on becoming an
, Exotic Volcano Island overflowing with Jesus’ love!

N Asbury United Methodist Church
(Corner of Bay and Ramsdell)

Come Join Us For:
Sonrise Contemporary Worship Service

Band and Drama - Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
Dr. Jeremy Williams, Pastor

Vacation Bible School

-

Monday, June 28 - Thursday, July 1
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

For more information call: Phone: (231) 946-5323 |
Website: asburytc.org
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“The Oldest Synagogue in continuous use in Mlchlgan

Dr. Jonathon V. Plaut, Rabbi

P.O. Box 2445
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Traverse City, Michigan 49684
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143 Charles Street

Sacred Heart
Catholic Parish

Located in the ""Heart" of Vacation Land

Elk Rapids, Michigan 49629

Parish Office: (231) 264-8087
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
And 1:30 PM - 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Web site: www.sacredheartelkrapids.org

5 p.m. Saturdays

7:00 p.m. Tuesdays

Weekend Mass Schedule:

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sundays

Weekday Mass Schedule:

8:30 a.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays
RCIA: first and third Mondays of every month

Knights of Columbus Breakfast: second & fourth
Sunday of every month from 9:00 a.m. until
noon - Everyone is welcome!

Directions: .4 mile east from stop light on

US-31 Elk Rapids; turn right at Brand Street
(at car wash); 1 block turn left onto Buckley
Street; 1 block turn right onto Charles Street.
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