TRAVERSE CI TY RECORD- EAGLE

NATIONAL CHERRY FESTIVAL 2004

69

Qerry Industry Raqdeof the\éer “hoored

BY FORREST KARBOWBKI
Record-Eagl e Saff Witer

CEDAR— d enn and Judy
Lacross of Lacross Farns
have been naned 2004
Cherry Industry Peopl e of
the Year.

The coupl e has been farm
ing cherries since 1972
when they bought a farm of
their own, and their life has
been cherries ever since.

“I guess when you | ove the
| and as much as we do, you
have to find sonething to do
wthit,” Genn said “You ve
either got to plant cherry
trees or plant houses, and
we chose to plant cherry
trees.”

den, who used to work in
real estate, said cherry
farmng is nore rewarding
because of the hands-on
aspect. According to Judy,
he can be known to | oad
trucks full of cherries until
nidnight, go to sleep, and
load nore cherries at two in
t he norni ng.

“It’s a very intense har -
vest,” G enn said.

Judy was a secondary
school teacher before enter -
ing full tine into the cherry
busi ness. During harvest,
she works at the receiving

cherries into neat products
as a natural preservative.
Anot her product denn
enphasi zes is cherry con-
centrate, which has anti-
inflammatory properties.
He said concentrate can be
nore effective than aspirin
for relieving pain and
arthritis, and is currently

ble treatnent for cancer.

bei ng researched as a possi -
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Genn and Judy Lacross bought a cherry farmin 1972
and have contributed to the cherry industry ever since.

Judy is heavily involved in
the Cherry Festival heading
the cherry industry booth,
whi ch gives out infornation

and recipes to educate festi -

val -goers about the fruit.
She is also Orector of
Cherry Pronotion, making
sure that cherries are
enphasi zed in every facet
of the festival, and is
involved in the Cherry

station, where she keeps
contact with the many grow
ers their farmservices

bef ore sending the cherries
to be processed.

Judy said she and Gen are
both honored to be chosen
as this year’s Cherry
I ndustry Peopl e.

“I't’s very hunbling,” Judy
said. “V¢ knewthere are a
lot of other deserving peo-
pl e who coul d have been
sel ected.”

Aong with their farm
work, the Lacrosses have
contributed nuch to the
cherry industry. @enn said
he i s al ways searching for
i nnovative ways to use the |
fruit, vhich has led himto |
such products as Ray |
P eva’s Meats, which nixes
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Connect i on.

The couple said that this
year's festival is particul ar-
ly exciting.

“Qur crop is going to be a
little later, so we can partic-
ipateinit,” Genn said “A
lot of tines we just have to
junp into the harvest and
forget about the festival.”

Quit of the over 30 years he
has been farmng, 4 enn
said that this year the festi -
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val and the industry have
the best connecti on.

“lI remenber when we
were younger farners, the
festival seened to al nost be
anot her country, but today
it’s area strong relation-
ship,” he said

The couple will be hon-
ored at an Industry Day cel -
ebration on July 6 at the
Nort hwest M chi gan
Horticulture Sation.
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