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Wth jets that break the
sound barrier, canoe races,
tons of food, large entertain-
nent venues and Fourth of
July fireworks topping it all
of f, opening weekend of this
year's National Cherry
Festival promses to be the
nost eventful one to date.

“It’s gonna be big,” said
Cherry Festival President
Ceor ge Vértman.
“Especially if we have great
weat her. The three day
weekend is going to assure
huge openi ng weekend
crowds.”

Bvery few years the
National Cherry Festival
and July 4th overlap, creat -
ing doubl e the fun.
“Representatives of the
Festival and the Fourth of

July conmttee are working
together to ensure that bot h
events run snmoothly,” said
the Festival's executive

di rector Tom Kern.

“\¢¢ assist the Fourth of
July cormittee any way we
can,” he said. “Because of
the excel I ent coordination
between the Fourth of July
comttee and the Festival,
I think the two events com
plinent each other well.”

The National Cherry
Festival kicks off on
Saturday, July 3, wth sever-
al new events, such as the
M dtown O assic Real Estate
Canoe Race and Dock Dogs
j unpi ng conpetition, spon-
sored by Just Labs Magazi ne,
whi ch are both expected to
attract large crowds.

And of course a huge Iure
are the Festival Ar Shows
over Wst @ and Traverse
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Bay, featuring the US Navy
B ue Angel s.

“The Blue Angels are the
bi ggest by far,” Vértnan
said. “This year we have the
|argest air show ever, and
the B ue Angel s are a fanta-
sic draw”

Qpeni ng Sat urday ni ght
w Il conclude with an ener-
getic swing nusic perfor-
mance by Big Bad Voo Doo

Daddy at the Bay S de
Entertai nnent Stage.

O Sunday, the eventful
weekend continues with vol -
leybal | tournanents, a
repeatof the airshow Taste
of Cherries food fair, pres-
tended by Bank One and
w ne tasting. The day wll
al so be spent cel ebrating
Arerica’ s i ndependance.

“W're trying to keep the
Fourth of July a homnetown
kind of thing,” said Jack
OMilley, director for the
Fourth of July committee.

A 6:30 p.m there wll be a
parade down Front Street,
and a patriotic concert from
the Encore Voices and
Wnds Society will take
place all night at the Bay
Side Entertai nnent Stage.
The event is free to the pub-
lic. During the fireworks, the
Encore Society will play the

1812 Overture, and w |
si mul cast on WICM
103.593.5.

“Last year it was great,”

O Ml ley said. “People can
hear it up and down the
shoreline.”

The fireworks al ways
promse to be a fun experi -
ence.

“There’s nothing better
than bringing your famly
down to the beach, on a nice
75 degree evening, and
wat ching the fireworks,”
Wrtman said.

Wth so nany events
packed in to one weekend,
it’s achalenge totakeit al
in

“It’s going to be busy and
wonder ful ,” Wrtnan said.
“It’s hard to believe, you put
ayear’'s worth of work intoit,
and it’s there and gone so
fast!”
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Orchards
You Pick ~ We Pick

Julylst - August 3rd
12 Mi. N. of Traverse City
(231) 267-5585 or (231) 264-8387
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Real Estate!
at the Festival open Spate'
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Proud sponsors of the

2004 CHERRY FESTIVAL

Come see our booth for free information
on “up north” real estate.
www.c21pc.com

cf 6/30.753796

447 Munson Avenue Traverse City * 941-0444

Crazy Bread, Sauce,
& 2 Liter Soda

TRAVERSE CITY
938-1800

1660 U.S. 31 North

S(AMMER FUN!

plus tax, carry-out, delivery charges may apply

CRAZY cOMBO Y T

carry out
plus tax

Also In: KALKASKA * 764 S. Cedar » 258-4404
CADILLAC ¢ 1508 N. Mitchell Ave. * 775-9100

Dine In ¢ Take Out ¢ Great Parking * Open Daily at 11 a.m.
Find us fast in the SBG Ameritech Yellow Pages
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TRAVERSE CITY

929-2700

1535 S. Division
Kid’s Creek Market Place

cf.6/30.753460
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Cherry Blossoms

Pressed in a Beveled Glass Sun Catcher

with Northern Michigan Wildflowers

Stained Glass Cabinet Co

M-72 East in Acme across from GT Resort 938-2007

cf. 6/30.753790




