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Met the 2004 NFF Qeen Hd i sts

Sarah Adans, 24, of Qwsso,
graduat ed from Onosso H gh
School in 1998. She earned a
bachel or’ s degree fromthe
Lhiversity of Mchigan in
2001 and is pursuing a nas-
ter’s degree in admnistra-
tion fromGentral M chi gan
Lhi versity.

Carrie Gegory, 21, from
Traverse dty, conpleted
hone school in 2001. She
studies history and religion
at Hllsdale @llege.

Alison Hurlow, 20 from
Berrien Springs, graduated
from Andrews Acadeny in
Berrien Sorings in 2002. She
is pursuing a degree in busi -
ness and narketing from
Andrews Uhiversity.

Brandi MQain, 2 o

Grrent Ntiod Gerry Qeen | odks back

BY FORREST KARBOWSKI
Record-Eagle Saff Witer

TRAVERSE ClI TY—Kel |y
M uci nski’s experience as
Nati onal Cherry Queen
has left her speechl ess.

“l don’t think words can
describe it,” she said.

“You are a conpletely dif -
ferent person afterwards,
it changes you for the bet -
ter.”

In her termas National
Cherry Queen, Pl ucinski
has travel ed the country to
pronmote cherries, entee-
ing events and answering
questions about cherries
at horticultural events.
e of the points she
enphasi zed was the health
benefits that can be
derived fromcherries.

She said her favorite
|l ocation was the
QG apevine Festival in
QG apevi ne, Texas.

“They had just made the
Top 100 Festivals, and they
had never had a queen
visit their town,” she said.
“The people were so wel -
com ng— Sout hern hospi -
tality is not just a stereo-
type.”

After her reign, P ucinski
plans to nove to California
in Decenber with sone
friends to pursue an acting

Gayling, graduated from
Gayling Hgh School in
2000. She earned a bache-

career.
But she said her heart
will always renain in
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As 2003-04's National Cherry Queen, Kelly H ucinski
traveled the nation pronoting cherries. She hopes to

lor’'s degree fromthe
Lhiversity of Mchigan in
2004 and studies famly |aw
at the Thomas M (ool ey
Law School .

Mirgaret Schnei der, 21, o
Traverse dty, graduated
fromWst Senior Hgh
School in 2001. She studies
nusi ¢ and psychol ogy at the
Lhi versity of M chigan.

The five finalists and
National Cherry Qieen are
attired in the latest fashions
by Younker's.

Traverse Aty.

“The cherry industry has
real ly becorme ny pas-
sion,” she said. “Even
when passing on the
croamn, | wll try to find
ways to thank the comu-
nity.” The Queen’s
Coronation Ball —a sw ng
style event —w || take
pl ace at the G and
Traverse Resort & Spa on
Friday, Juy 9at 7 p.m

P uci nski al so said that
she appreci ates the oppor -
tunities her queen experi -
ence has opened up for
her, both career-w se and
personal |l y. The travel

pursue an acting career after she passes on the crown.

opportunities allowed her
to nmeet many people —
prospecti ve enpl oyers,
even—whom she nay not
have ot herw se known.

“This is one of the best
prograns of its kind,” she
said. “It has helped a | ot of
young worren realize the
potential wthin them
sel ves.”

P ucinski will pass on the
tiara at the end of the fes-
tival week, an action that
she said | eaves her wth
m xed feelings.

“Bven though it will be

bittersweet, | amvery
excited for anewgirl to
continue the |egacy,” she
said. “And this year, | can
relax and enjoy Cherry
Festival wthout the judg-
ing!”

The National Cherry
Queen receives an $8, 000
schol arship to the col | ege
or university of her choice.
The schol arship i s under -
witten in part by
Hunt i ngt on Bank.



