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Drecting the Rince ad Rincess Rogyamrus inthe famly

BY KR STEN HAINS
Special to the Record-Eagl e

There aren’t many who can
claimthat basketbal | star
Dan My erle was their prince.

But for Mary Lyon, it’s sone-
thing that she still likes to
brag about .

Lyon, who “retired fromthe
National Cherry Festival in
2002 after a nore than 50 year
vol unteer career there, spent
nany years as the Drector of
the Prince and Princess pro-
grans. Each year elenentary
school s in the surroundi ng
area select a prince and

princess fromanongst their
first graders to represent
themin the National Cherry
Festival .

Fi ndi ng soneone to fill
Lyon's shoes when she
stepped down fromthe post
neant the National Cherry
Festival Board of Directors
had to go | ooking for her
repl acenent. It turned out
that they didn't have to I ook
fa.

Lyon’ s daughter, Shelley
Enger, was chosen by the
board to repl ace her nother.
Havi ng worked side by side

with her nother,

Enger knew National Cherry Festival.

what the job entailed, but she Hving put in 31 years of tine
says that by no neans guaran- serving in various capacities,

teed her the job.

Enger said it was just like
applying for a job. She had to
fill out an application and
then was called in for an
interview The interview ng
comittee then made a rec-
ommendation to the Board of
Drectors who then vote on
the candi dat e.

“It was not a given by any
neans,” Enger said of her
sel ection.

she ended up serving the
prince and princess program
as aresult of her close rela-
tionship with her nother.

“l just enjoy doingit,” she
said. “And ny nomand | are
just such good friends that |
just always tagged along with
her while she was doing it.”

Mt chi ng her daughter take
over |ast year was tougher
than Lyon expect ed.

“lI thought | was well-prined

Enger was no stranger to the for this,” Lyon said of her

retirement. “Then came the
opening cerenonies. | think it
was just a specia year |ast
year. The patriotism the
flags, the singer they had was
so profound and then those
little princes and princesses
val ked out and | just lost it.”
She adds though that they
were tears of joy and a lot of
pride. “I1'd been a part of it
for so long there was just such
a sense of pride to see how
far the programhas cone.”

The Rrince & Frincess Arogram
is presented by Hgarth's Rest
Qrird.
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