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DTE BEhergy sposas Gerry Ryd e

For the third strai ght
year, DIE Energy will
sponsor the Cherry Royal e
Parade during the National
Cherry Festival in
Traverse dty. The parade
is one of the largest in the
M dwest and features near -
ly entries.

“DTE Energy is again
pl eased to be part of the
Cherry Festival, and we
are excited to partner with
t he Wat ershed Center,”
said Fred Shell, vice presi -
dent, Corporate and
Governnental Affairs.

DIE Energy’s float wll
feature a 38-foot rain gar-
den, conplete with native
plants that thrive in noi st
areas. After the parade, the
plants wll be donated to
Hill Park for a rain garden
which wll beinstalled in a
retention basin near the
parking | ot.

Menber’ s of DTE Energy’s

DIE Energy’ s Cherry Royal e Parade wil take place at 11:15 am Saturday, Juy 10

“QGeen Teami — a group of
enpl oyees, retirees, famly
and friends who work on
envi ronnental projects—
wll help the Wtershed
Center conpl ete the garden.
DIE Energy’s float in this

year’s parade continues the
thene of “Rooted in Your
Comuni ty,” and highlights
the conpany’s partnership
with the Watershed Center
Gand Traverse Bay — a pri -
vate non-profit organi zation

devoted to the protection
and enhancenent of G and
Traver se Bay.

“DTE Energy’s support of
our organization has neant
alot tous, and we are proud
to have this great opportuni -

Far ace

ty to showcase our efforts
to protect water quality as
their conmunity partner in
the Cherry Royal e Parade,”
sai d Anne Brasie,

Executive Drector of the
Wat er shed Center G and
Traverse Bay.

A second vehicle in DIE
Ehergy’s float wll unveil a
new eco-friendly, 23-foot
boat for use by the Gand
Traver se Baykeeper. The
al um num hul | ed, tugboat -
styl e vessel was specially
conm ssi oned by the
Wt er shed Center, and wll
be christened by
Baykeeper John Nel son
shortly after the parade.

In addition to partnering
with the Watershed Center
for the Cherry Festival
Par ade, the DTE Ener gy
Foundation al so recently
avarded a $5,000 grant to
the organi zation for operat -
ing support.

Bue Avd s vawcronds wth high speeds, dariing tricks

BY GI NA GOODMAN
Record-Eag e staff witer

It conmes out of nowhere.
You coul d be wi ndow
shoppi ng on Front Street or
driving your car down
G andvi ew Par kway, when
out of the corner of your eye
a flash of blue nakes you
| ook up. You watch as a jet
soars just a few hundred
feet directly over your head.
Eerie silence foll ows, and
for a nmonment you wonder
why it didn't nake a noi se.
Then WHA M An al nost
tangi bl e rush of sound
strikes you and your whol e
body vibrates for an instant.
You don’t know whether to
hit the deck, or just throw
your fists up and cheer
because once again the US
Navy Blue Angels are in
town to wow t he crowds.
Snce the teams first flight
denonstration in June 1941,
it has showcased naval avia-

tion all over the world. In
1947 the fanmous D anond
For mati on, now consi der ed
the Blue Angel s’ tradenark,
could be perforned with the
transition to the G uman
F8F Bearcat. Fighters
before that could not carry
out sone of the later stunts.

“V¢ were flying the
Hellcat FOF [in 1946],” said
Blue Angels Public Affairs
O ficer Mke Bl ankenshi p.
“It was the prenmiere fighter
of that tine. But it was a sin-
gl e-engi ne pl ane, and coul d-
n't performthe D anond
Formation.”

Later, in 1974, the B ue
Angel s reorgani zed as the
US Navy Hight
Denonstration Squadron. |t
redefined it’s mssion in
order to aid Navy recruiting
and add support of ficers.

“The Blue Angels are a
representation of the Navy
and the Marines,” said Ryan

Gourtade, a Bl ue Angels
Public Affairs official. “Qur
purpose is to recruit.”

Booths are set up at each
venue for peopl e interested
in more infornation on the
Navy recruitnent program

Sx pilots fly in the denon-
strations. There is a seventh
pil ot who does denmos and is
also the narrator, said
Gourtade. The pilots have to
go through hundreds of
hours of flight practices to
be inthein the air shows.

“\é start practicing in
Novenber in Pensacol a,”
said. “And we spend two
and a hal f months during
the wnter training in
Glifornia.”

The Blue Angels currently
have 11 jets in the squadron.
Jets one through 6 perform
inthe air show tw others
are 2-seat jets, and there are
three spares.

Qourtade is an air crew

he

nan in the two seat jet.

“I fly in the back and take
[aerial] pictures,” he said.

The jets can fly at speeds
as slow as 120 nph. The
fastest speed, wth the HA
18 jet, can reach just under
Mach 2, al nost tw ce the
speed of sound or about
1,400 nph. However, those
speeds are not reached in
denonstrati ons.

“Vé don't fly that fast for
the shows,” Courtade said.
“I'f we did, it would bl ow out
every w ndow i n Traverse
dty. The fastest we fly dur-
ing the shows is 700 nph.
That’s just bel ow the sound
barrier, and that’'s during
the Sneak Pass.”

S nce 1946, the team has
perforned for nmore than
380 nmillion people. Last
year, nore than 15 nmllion
peopl e attended Bl ue
Angel s air shows.

Bl ankenship said the teanis

| argest audi ence has been
in R. Lauderdale, H.

“There are two mllion
peopl e each day, and it’s
two days long,” he said.

He said the Bl ue Angels
team enjoys coning to the
Cherry Festival to perform

“W love it in Traverse
dty,” B ankenship said.

“\ | ook forward toit. Ve
get there and take advan-
tage of a couple of days of f—
we rest and relax, and enj oy
the weat her.”

The Blue Angels will per-
formduring the Festival Ar
shows July 3 & 4, sponsored
by NM Toyota Deal ers,

Yel | ow Book Yel | ow Pages,
Altel, Charter Hgh Speed,
Kodi ak Equi ptnent Co.,
Hgh Pointe Golf dub and
the Qutdoor Channel, in
cooperation wth Sunny
101.9, on July 3-4 at 12:30
p. m over Wst G and
Traver se Bay.



