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Ki cking up sone sand in
the vol | eybal | tournanents
at Wst Gand Traverse Bay
has long been a tradition at
the National Cherry
Festival . QGrowds gather
each year to watch the two-
and four-person teans com
pete for first place.

“It’s a fun tournanent,”
said Paul Livingston, who
has participated in the
event the past six years.

“It’s usual |y pretty stiff
conpetition,” he said.
“There are a lot of Double A
pl ayers who travel through-
out the state.”

Wnners usual |y receive
beach chairs, towels, bags
and things normal |y needed
at the beach.

“You go to all of these
other ones, and there may
be a cash prize, but here it’'s
nostly just for bragging
rights,” he said.

Wil e nost participants
are locals, sone peopl e
come up fromFint, Gand
Rapi ds and even as far as
Wsconsin to play in this
t our narent .

This year, however, a
br and- new vol | eybal | event
has pl ayers comng froma
bit farther anay, places |ike
Italy, Mexico, Austria and
France, just to nane a few

For the first tine, the
Cherry Festival wll be host -
ing the American Anateur
Sports Qrgani z-ation
International Wrld CQup
Beach Vol | eybal |
Conpetition.

Wnli ke the annual Festival
tournanents, the AAS O
Wrld Qup conpetition is
hel d every year at different
| ocations around the gl obe.

“This is the first tine ever
that the international vol -
| eybal I community has cone
to the Lhited Sates,” said
Blly Gauthier, the organiza-
tions director of volleyball.

Founded in 1992, the
AASOis anon-profit orga-

flrst at tre I-'estlvd
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be hosting the Anerican Amateur Sports

For the first tine, the Gherry Festival wll
Qgani zation International Vérld Qup Beach \olleyball Gonpetition. The event wl |
i ncl ude an openi ng cerenony on Tuesday, July 6, with a cultural wel cone. The event
w il begin Tuesday, Juy 6 wth the final conpetition set for Riday, Juy 9.

nization. It pronotes the
opportunity for amateur
sports players from around
the USA to conpete inter-
nationally in both team and
i ndividual events. A large
part of the AASOis to sup-
port cul tural awareness
anong conpetitors.

“It’s al about the cultural
exchanges between coun-
tries,” said Gauthier.

The conpetition is nornal -
ly held in large netropoli -
tan cities, but for its first
tine inthe Lhited Sates,
Gaut hi er and partner
Mguel Gsorio felt Traverse
dty woul d be a nice change
for the players.

“I't is a wonderful opportu-
nity for Traverse Adty,”
Gorio said. “lIt’s nice to
bring a big event here, so
the [international] players
can see this part of the U8~

The event w Il include an
openi ng cerenony on
Tuesday, July 6, wth a cul -
tural wel core.

“l want to have a sw ng
dance denonstration,”

Gut hi er said. “Just a cou-
ple of songs, since the
Lhited Sates is all about
‘Rock and Rol ["!”

Gaut hi er sai d he | ooking at
one wonen’s team and two
nen’s teans to represent
the U5 .

“This will be beach
triples,” Gauthier said. “In
the US we usually play with
two or four person teans, So
thisisalittle different.”

There will be a total of
about ten teans conpeting
at the Vést Bay courts. The
event is free to the public,
and fans are wel cone to
wat ch.

The event w Il begin
Tuesday, July 6 with the
final conpetition set for
Friday, July 9.

The annual two- and four-
person tournaments wll
take place July 3rd and 4th,
from9am to5pm

The two-person will

include men’s and wonen’s

play, wth 18 teans per divi -

sion. The cost is $35 per
team The four-person event
wll include a co-ed (pen
(18 teans), a co-ed
Recreational (12 teans)and
a Wnen's (6 teans) play.
Qost for that event is $60 per
team

PARADE CHAI R POLI CY:

aChairs may be pl aced
al ong the parade route no
earlier than two hours
bef ore a parade.

aChairs nust be renoved
fromthe parade route no
later than two hours after a
par ade.

aChai rs placed al ong the
parade route that do not
conformto these hours nay
be placed out of the street
right of way.

This policy wll be
enforced during all three
National Cherry Festival
Parades on July 6, July 8,
and July 10.

Sorts wth atwst

TRAVERSE ClI TY—Cal | i ng
all skippers of MIk Garton
Boats and Wieel ed Beds to
the 78th annual National
Cherry Festival. These fun
events nake for friendly
conpetition and great famly
entertai nnent on Traverse
Gty shores and streets.

Participants wll be doing
anyt hi ng but sl eeping dur -
ing the 26th running of the
Panter’'s @ Nuts! Bed
Race. Tuesday, July 6, wll
feature bed-styl ed vehicles
racing the 100 and 200
bl ocks of Front Sreet in
downt own Traverse Gty.
Awards are presented to
wi nners based on both
speed and design. It begins
at 6 pm, just before the
AAA M chigan Heritage
Parade. Racers take to the
streets in costune to push
and ride the Festival's nost
creative bed-styl e vehicles.

The CGredit Union Cne
MIk Carton Boat Regatta
w |l allow skippers and
want -t o- be ski ppers an
opportunity to show their
naritine skills. There is
just one catch; the boats
nust be made only with
mlk cartons, wre, wood,
and gl ue.

The nost cunni ng captai ns
Wil wnin categories of
speed and design. The
event is an exciting way to
end your stay at the
National Cherry Festival .
Spectators can sit shore
side at the Qinch Park
Beach area to witness the
| aunch and race on
Saturday, July 10, at 8 p.m,
folloved by the Festival
Fireworks Final e, spon-
sored by ALLTEL and
Traver se Bay
Entertai nnent. The
Fireworks Finale is pre-
sented in cooperation wth
Doubl e Rock KLT Radi o.

Applications for Festival
events are available by vis-
iting the National Cherry
Festival web site at
waw cherryfestival.org or
by cal ling 231-947-4230.




