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Hoe ar smelcks of Aah Natlord (herry Festiva

BY GI NA GOODMAN
Record-Eagl e staff witer

This year’'s Festival air
shows are going to be the
| argest and | ongest yet at
the 78th Annual National
Cherry Festival, wth nmany
aerobatic favorites comng
back to entertain the
cr owds.

The National Cherry
Festival Air Showis pre-
sented by Northern
M chi gan Toyot a Deal ers,
Yel | ow Book yel | ow pages,
Altel, Charter H gh Speed,
Kodi ak, Equipnent Co.,
Hgh Pointe Gl f d ub,

Qut door Channel , in cooper -
ation with WDR Radi o-
Sunny 101. 9.

“\/¢' ve got a fabulous |ine
up this year,” said Seve
Pl anmondon, the airshow s
director.

To begin the show the
Coast Quard w Il have a
search and rescue denon-
stration, followed by the
NMC Avi ati on Depart nent
doing a fly-hy.

Returning this year are the
popul ar sol oi sts Mke
Goul i an and Sean Tucker,
who will performtheir
seem ngly unlinted aero-
bati c maneuvers.

Goul i an, a chanpi onshi p
favorite throughout North
Arerica and Europe, will
perform hi gh speed w ndi ng
corkscrews, barrel rolls,
and aerial wng towng flips

inhis Gp 232

Tucker will be perforning
stunts in his Qacle
(hal I enger 11.

“Sean Tucker is regarded
as the top airshowpilot in
the world,” Pl anmondon said.
“He is very high energy.
Lots of tunbles and gyra-
tions.”

Sone of his stunts include
end- over -end tunbl es
across the sky, and a verti -
ca clinb that turns into a
drop towards the earth at at
5to 6Gs.

Asointhelineup is H
Shipley and his WVI P-51

The Bue Angels wll

Bay
Mistang. It is without a
doubt the nost recogni zed
fighter plane, said
Pl anondon.

Shipley will teamup with
an 16 Fal con sol oist to do
a Heritage Hight.

“It’s a touching tribute to
our arned forces, from
WVI to the present,”

A anondon said. “lIt’s a neat
denmonstration.”

Qher aircraft in the show
are the A-10 Wrthog sur -
face to ground tank killer
and a T-38 Talon Airforce
trainer. The anphi bi ous
G umman Al batross wl |
show of f its land and wat er
skills, and on Saturday a B
52 Bonber will do a denon-
stration.

Ret urni ng once again and
closing the showis the ever-
popul ar U S. Navy Bl ue
Angel s Flight
Denonstration Team Wth
the four-plane di anond,
opposi ng sol os, the six-
pl ane delta fornati on and
the “Sneak Pass” at just 50
feet above sea |evel, the
Navy-trained pilots wll
have the crowd holding its’
br eat h.

In order to keep the show

safe for spectators, as well
as nearby air traffic, nmuch
preparation i s needed.

“V start our neetings
wel | in advance,”

Pl anondon sai d.

The Cherry Festival air-
show staff nust apply to the
Federal Aviation
Adnministration to provide a

performon July 3-4 at 12:30 p.m over \ést Gand Traverse

wai ver to close the airspace,
an area of five nautical
mles, fromthe surface to
16,000 feet, A anondon said.

“This restricts any other
airplanes fromentering that
area during the show” he
sai d.

A space two nauti cal
long by 3,000 feet deep,

mles

called an “aerobatic box” is
al so required to keep spec-
tators on the water far
enough away fromthe
denonstrati ons.

“The U S. Coast Quard and
other officials patrol on
land and in the water,”

M anondon said. “l have a
big crewthat keeps that
pl ace sterile.”

This year’'s showw || be a
bit longer than in the past,
about three hours, because
of the nmany acts,

Pl anondon sai d.

“It’s going to be very big,”
he said. “Anytine we have
the ai rshow ki cki ng of f,
especially with the B ue
Angels, it gets the festival
off to a great start.”

He said he’s | ooking for-
ward to it being the bi ggest
ai rshow put on by the
Cherry Festival ever.

“There’s a diverse group of
perfornmances that wll
appeal to a w de audience,”
Pl anondon sai d.

The shows will get under -
way at approxinmately 12:30
p.m on Saturday, July 3 and
Sunday July 4. over Vést
G and Traverse Bay.
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