
We Salute You
Pete and Sharyn Bentley and the entire

team at Bardon’s Wonder Freeze welcome
Lt. Craig Olson USN,

his fellow Blue Angels and their
support team to the National Cherry Festival.

Thank you for helping us celebrate our
festival and our Nation’s Birthday.

God’s Speed To You All
6/30.cf752927

When an accident turns your life upside down, your Citizens
agent takes over.We understand how unsettling disruptions to
your daily life can be — even if they’re minor. Our pledge is to

get you, your family, and your life back to normal as soon as possible.

Citizens Insurance Company of America has been providing auto,
home, and business insurance to the people of Michigan since 1915.
To find your local independent Citizens agent, look in the yellow
pages or visit www.citizensinsurance.com.

Discover the Benefits of Citizenship.
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Fred Laughlin of NMC’s Great Lakes Culinary Institiute.

BY FORREST KARBOWSKI
Record-Eagle Staff Writer

TRAVERSE CITY— Jackie
Valerio is no stranger to the
Commemorative Print con-
test.
Her oil print submission

this year is her fourth print
for the Cherry Festival. She
has been painting since the
1980s, and has recieved
three grand prize titles from
the National Cherry
Festival and one first prize.
“I ask everyone for ideas,”

Valerio said. “A good friend
of mine suggested to do
something simple.”
Valerio’s print, which

depicts a basket full of cher-
ries, caught the eye of the
judges.
“It gives the impression of

that cherry farm quality,”

Patti Schaap said. Schaap is
the director of the print
contest. “The cherries are
very realistic, it looks like
you could reach into the
basket and eat them.”
Valerio also illustrates

children’s books, and is cur-
rently involved in a chil-
dren’s book series with 120
books promoting self-image,
tolerance, acceptance and
love of people.
Valerio said she thinks it

is important for more peo-
ple to enter the print con-
test, especially young peo-
ple.
The first place student

winner for the contest was
Dwy Drobena, a TBA stu-
dent from Traverse City.
The first place young peo-
ple winner was Hayley
Thornton of Traverse City.

NCF contest winner - again!
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NCF Commemorative Print winner Jackie Valerio.


