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F
inding the perfect outfit
for a special occasion
can be frustrating. That

frustration is multiplied when
that perfect outfit is also meant
for that most special day —
your wedding. 

Choosing a wedding gown is
rarely done with a short stop at
one bridal shop; instead,
women spend hours trying  —
and re-trying — gown after
gown.

Here’s a look at how some
women were able to find their
perfect dress.

SSOOMMEETTHHIINNGG  OOLLDD
There’s something special

about a bride wearing her
mother’s or grandmother’s

wedding gown — and not just
for the family. The seamstress
who alters the dress also recog-
nizes, and enjoys, that aspect.

“What other time would you
have that connection?” asked
Jeanette Veeder, a Traverse
City seamstress for over 20
years. “The mothers get so
involved and so emotional. It’s
just so special.”

But Veeder admits that alter-
ing an old gown has many diffi-
culties, namely size, style and
dress condition.

“It’s either too small, which
is mostly the case, or the condi-
tion of the dress (is question-
able),” Veeder said.
“Sometimes they have stains
on them and they’re difficult to
remove.”

While stains can sometimes
be stubborn, what can really
take some creativity is altering

a too-small gown. Luckily,
Veeder has been able to find a
way to make it work. For one
gown she was able to use part
of the train to add to the sides
of the altered gown.

“It’s more difficult because
you have to invent ways to
modify the dress for the person
who’s going to wear it,” she
said.

SSOOMMEETTHHIINNGG  NNEEWW
A new wedding gown is hard-

ly unique. But a free, custom-
made wedding gown given
away by a radio station is. 

Almost three years ago WJZJ
95.5 FM held a contest award-
ing the winners an all-expens-
es paid wedding. And Katrinka
and Kevin Kochanek won.

As part of the contest, the
Kochaneks had to follow the
guidelines set out by the radio
station. For instance the cere-
mony didn’t take place in a
church, or a courthouse, or
even at a bayside resort.

Instead, the ceremony
occurred on a float at the
Cherry Royale Parade during
the 2000 National Cherry
Festival. 

Another guideline was the
designer of the dress, already
chosen by the station —
Rachele Hansen of Elk Rapids.
Katrinka did have some say in
the design of the gown, howev-
er.

“We kind of compromised on
the style,” she said, “and I real-
ly liked the dress she made.”

With only two months to pre-
pare, Katrinka worried about
how everything would come
together. Everything except the
dress.

“I wasn’t worried about that
at all,” she said.

Even with a hectic pace and
many decisions made for her,
Katrinka doesn’t regret any-
thing about her wedding.

“It was a lot of fun,” she said.
“I don’t think I’d want my wed-
ding any other way now.”

SSOOMMEETTHHIINNGG  BBOORRRROOWWEEDD
For the most part, brides

don’t borrow their wedding
gowns. A handkerchief or a
piece of jewelry, sure. But not
a wedding gown. 

Nancy Render, a teacher at
Traverse City Cooperative Pre-
school, knows a woman who
actually did borrow her wed-
ding gown. She borrowed it
from someone surprising — her
husband. Okay, the gown didn’t
belong to the woman’s hus-
band, but the material for the
gown did. The woman’s hus-
band was a paratrooper during
World War II, and she had the
parachute made into a wed-
ding gown.

Render had the chance to see
the gown during the 1970s
when she taught at a coopera-

br1/15 684824

QQuuaalliittyy  SSiinnccee  11992299
— CALL US —

947-5125   947-5860
908 E. Eighth Street Traverse City, Michiga

Wedding Cakes for your Special
Day

Let us bake the perfect wedding cake,
One you’ll remember forever.

Choose any of these favorite flavors...
• White Almond • Marble
• Lemon • Cherry
• Moist Yellow • Natural Banana
• Chocolate • Orange

Your Full Service Salon

Hair  • Sk in & Body Care 

• Massage • Foot & Hand Care
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Frog Pond Village
Outdoor Chapels and Reception Centers

231-943-3862
“The perfect setting for the upscale ceremony and reception!”

Tour the grounds and inside our facility!

visit

www.frogpondvillage.com

You’ll love what you’ll see!

Located among 10 private acres of woods, 

ponds and gardens in beautiful Interlochen,

just minutes from Traverse City

11230 S US-31
Just 5 miles South of Manistee on US-31

Manistee, MI 49660

231-398-9550
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Full Service Bridal Shop

We offer only the newest styles in 
wedding gowns, bridesmaids, tuxes,

and invitations at the best prices in a clean,
friendly, and personal atmosphere where the
bride always comes first. Choose from award
winning styles from P.C. Mary’s, Symphony,

Jordan, Forever Yours, and more.

Save 20%-50% on in-stock
WEDDING GOWNS

until February 28, 2003

A Perfect Wedding Begins
Here at Country Bridal

HOURS:
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday
Evening by appointment
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Gowns that were something special

See GOWNS, Page 7Ò


