
“If music be the food of love,
play on.”

—Shakespeare, 1602

By SALLY D. KETCHUM
Special to the Record-Eagle

“T
he Wedding March”
remains a perennial
favorite in music to

announce the lady of honor, but
often brides are using other
music. 

Wedding music can vary from a
classical trumpet voluntary to
bluegrass, from a bride maid’s
guitar to a music school’s tenor. 

Similarly, the music in northern
lower Michigan weddings varies
according to the design and char-
acter of the wedding: casual out-
doors, formality of a church or the
festive atmosphere of a hotel ball-
room. 

With enough forethought and
taste, seemingly conflicting ele-
ments can often work magic. For
example, a Williamsburg bride
was married in her family’s cher-
ry orchard. The ceremony and
reception were tented; a fine-din-
ing restaurant (Windows) catered
the food, preparing on-site; and
an Interlochen string quartet
periodically provided elegant
music into the late hours.

J. W. Arnold of Music Ministries
of Christ Church in Capitol Hill,
Washington, said that although he
has “seen it all” regarding wed-
ding music, he has noticed a few
trends over the past few years:
“There is a definite return to a
traditional, elegant service and
corresponding music.” 

Also, he gratefully noted that “it
has been years since I’ve had to
use the bridal march from ‘The
Sound of Music.’”

Yet many couples feel that the
wedding is strictly their affair
and they personalize the event as
much as possible. Their favorite
music pieces or love songs can
play important roles in the wed-
ding music. 

Traverse City’s Kathleen Kadlec
is both a singer and a songwriter.
When asked to sing at weddings,
Kadlec says that she tries to
“write the couple a song that
would better express the unique
love between them than to sing
the same old wedding songs.” 

This philosophy led her to cre-
ate a business with her husband
Joe, called “All Original Wedding
Songs.” Kathleen, who writes and
sings in every musical style from
country to pop to classical, cre-
ates and performs a song for the
wedding couple. Joe then puts the
results in CD form with the cou-
ple’s photos as cover art. 

The heritage of the bridal cou-
ple often plays a part in the cere-
mony’s music. 

Jack Fellows, a bagpiper and
part-time journalist, has added
Irish and Scottish airs to wed-
dings from Tampa to Mackinac
Island. 

“Great Highland bagpipes bring
a sense of grandeur and majesty
to a wedding,” said Fellows.
“They can also sound defiant, like
the primal battle instrument they
are.”

Played judiciously, bagpipes
can enhance all weddings, from
lavish ceremonies to simple gar-

den weddings. Fellows has piped
everywhere: churches and cathe-
drals, parks and vineyards,
beaches and backyards. 

Fellows sees music as “grand
announcements” during wedding
ceremonies. And Fellows calls
the music he plays at receptions
“victory struts.”

Couples today are choosing
more classical music, along with
traditional favorites. Good wed-
ding music should be like the cer-
emony itself: stately, well-
ordered, but with energy and bril-
liance. 

The Purcell and Stanley
Trumpet Voluntaries, Pachelbel
Canon and Mendelssohn Wedding
March are always good choices as
wedding ceremony music.

“Fewer brides are opting for
pop songs which may seem dated
in a few years,” said Arnold. 
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www.crystalmountain.com • 1-800-968-7686

Say “I do” on the 
beautiful grounds of
Crystal Mountain®.
Choose a stunning 
outdoor location,
perhaps at the top of
the mountain, or inside
the elegant Crystal
Center with its picture
perfect reception hall,
mountain views and
exquisite décor.

Leave everything to 
us; arrangements for
food, music, flowers,
rooms, photography,
decorations, rehearsal
dinners, brunches…
everything.

Crystal Mountain, 28
miles SW of Traverse
City, on M-115.

Forever views.

Forever vows.
For the Look of Elegance...

Visit our salon and view our full line of:
Wedding Gowns ❁ Bridesmaids ❁ Mothers ❁ Flower

Girls ❁ Prom ❁ Tuxedos ❁ Accessories ❁ Gown
Preservation ❁ Wedding Accessories

Eve of Elegance Bridal
2260 U.S. 31 North ❁ Petoskey

(231) 348-8628 ❁ Toll Free 877-277-2015
e-mail: evbridal@bignetnorth.net    www.eveofelegance.com

“Best selection and variety in the area”
1/15.685140.br

Traverse Region
Conservation Club

Reception Hall Rental
Booking now for 2003

$575
(plus refundable security deposit)

Call Ron or Lori at 946-9253
for more information

Directions: 3 miles south of Chum’s Corners
on M-37 to Norton Rd., then ½ mile west.

(4452 Norton Rd., Traverse City)
br1-15.685158

The grown up
boutique for the
young at heart.

GIANT 

WINTER CLEARANCE

30 - 50% off

220 E. Front St. 
Downtown Traverse City

10-6 Mon, Tues & Sat • 10-8 
Wed, Thurs & Fri 12-4 Sun 

941-8552

❧

❧

N e w  L o c a t i o n

br1/15 685132
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Music
made for
matrimony

Traverse City singer/songwriter Kathleen Kadlec writes and
performs songs to order for wedding couples.


