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stay put like dye, Coddington
advised.

“We cannot always promise to
remove some stains,” she cau-
tioned, “but we can always
work on them.”

Once a bridal gown has been
cleaned, the next important
step is to carefully pack it in a
good quality heritage box with
acid free tissue, where it can be
safely stored for many years. At
Coddingtons, gowns are vacuum
packed and sealed in a special
type of plastic, “like you would
use for food,” Pat Coddington
explained. Clients are advised
not to break the seal because
that breaks the vacuum pack-
ing, and moisture could get in,
causing mildew. Two boxes, one
inside the other, are used.
Coddington recalled that one
client stored her gown in a
room where there was a leaky

roof. The outer shipping box
was wet, but the dress inside
the preservation box was
unharmed, she said.

Coddingtons packs gowns so
that the headpiece shows.
Normally these do not get dirty,
as they are usually extra orna-
mentation, often removed at the
reception.

Conant said that it is difficult
to preserve headpieces that
contain metal. Masters will try
to preserve the veil if the cus-
tomer wishes. Smaller boxes
are available to preserve flower
girls’ dresses too, he said.

The staff at Bay Bridal
Boutique in Traverse City usu-
ally advises customers on wed-
ding gown care. They can pro-
vide a kit for wedding gown
preservation, with a box and
instructions for mailing the
gown away for treatment. There
is only one price for this ser-
vice, which includes postage.

The tradition-minded bride
who wants to wear her mother’s

or grandmother’s gown for her
own wedding can also be
helped today, even if the fabric
of the family heirloom has dete-
riorated with time.

In some ways, wearing a moth-
er’s or grandmother’s gown is a
very good option, said
Coddington, because often
superior materials and work-
manship were available in the
past, and any beaded trimming
is apt to be made of glass and
sewn on. Some contemporary
gowns are trimmed with
styrene beads and sequins that
can dissolve and fall off if not
properly handled.

Clients are advised to bring in
a heritage gown to be inspected
on an individual basis. There
are restoration techniques that
can be used for the modern
bride, and the freshly restored
bridal gown can then be pre-
served for brides of the future.

Sheila Garrett is a local free-
lance writer.

Trends for the big day

he following is a sam-
Tpling of results from a

reader poll conducted
by Bride’s magazine regard-
ing weddings:

W 41 percent of grooms
share in the wedding plan-
ning with their bride; 14 per-
cent of brides handle all the
planning.

W 36 percent of brides say
they exceed their wedding
budget; 6 percent spend less
than planned; 58 percent say
wedding costs ended up the
same as estimated.

W Half of weddings are
financed by a combination of
the bride, groom and both
sets of parents; 30 percent of
couples pay for the whole
thing themselves; 17 percent
of weddings are financed
entirely by the bride’s par-
ents.

Linda Drayton
Photography

“Capture today
for tomorrow”
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—or the Touch of Elegance

2262 U.S. 31 North « Petoskey
(231) 348-3505 Fax: (231) 348-3986
Toll Free 877-277-0855

Email: draytonphoto@northlink.net
http://www.draytonphoto.com

Grand Traverse

Heritage Center
322 Sixth St., Traverse City

Two reception rooms
overlooking beautiful
Hannah Park and
Boardman River!

Available for services,
receptions and rehearsal
dinners.

2100 sq ft carpeted room -
Rate: $350 per day

Includes use of adjacent full kitchen
Tables and chairs for at least 125 people

1000 sq ft room, tile floor -
Rate: $150 per day

Includes use of full kitchen
Tables and chairs for at least 50 people

For more information
call Sally Modzel at
995-0313
Booking now for 2003

br.1-15.685145
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Remember how you felt,
not just how you looked.

Karen Walker . |,
Photography s;lt:.!.

your professional imaging team

800-662-1602
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www.KarenWalkerPhotography.com

For your special day ...

Qe ézz'%g a lot to the table!

FREE Meat & Cheese Slicing!
Open to the Public
No Membership Fee

For the bridal shower ...
colorful paper products,

dazzling decorations and
savory snacks.

For the rehearsal dinner ...
elegant entrées, scrumptious
sides and delicious desserts.

Traverse City
(231) 922-0054
1781 Barlow St.

For the wedding ...

tissue bells and streamers,
aisle runners and candles,
even Dec-A-Car kits for a
stylish send-off.

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.—8 p.m.
Sun. 12 p.m.-5 p.m.

Discover, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

For the reception ... /
appealing appetizers, super Stop by our
salads, sliced meats and Northern Michigan
cheeses, sparkling beverages Bridal Show booth at
and stunning ice sculptures.

the Grand Traverse
Computerized “enu 2ixar. .. Resort & Spa
30 pre-built menus or create your Sunday, January 19
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Save *5.00 off

your $50.00 Minimum Purchase
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May not be combined with any other
coupon or discount. Effective at Traverse

City GFS Marketplace store Coupon #032296
1/15/03-12/31/03.
www.gfsmarketplace.com Marketplace



