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Golta have art? From fairs
and Mestivals to Mne art gal
leries and museums, north
ern Michigan haz a rich
array of venues and events
il which art of EVErY Sorl
can be found, The
ArtCenter in Traverse Cily
evien offers a map that Hsts
M events and 50 SLOPE O an
Art Craft Trail that stredch
ea feom Cadillae and
Frankfort through Leclanay
Lounty el Traverse iy,

and then north (o Toreh
Lake and East Jordan to
Charlevoix and Peloskey.,

And thats just for stariers.

“This is an arca that's a
wonderful magnet for
artists and art lovers,” sad
Marcia Bellinger, owner of
Belstone Gallery in
Traverse City, a contempo-
rary gallery featuring the
work of nearly 100 fine
ariists and eraflers. “There
are nationally acclaimed
artisls whose work 15 niur-
tured by living and working

here. and both residents of
and visitors to tho region
seem o have a fairly sophis-
ticatled appreciation for art,
overall. When you add in
the factors of qualily muse
ums and galleries, and
venues like art fairs, you
have a lof of enjovable and
[un ways io aceess arl.”

While the plentiful range
of museums and gallerices
offers changing exhibits all
through the year, the major-
ity of festivals and fairs cel-
chrating art ean be found in
the warmer months of
spring and summer. One of
the first is the Elk Rapids
Area Chamber of Commeree
Arts & Crafls Fair on
Baturday, May 24, One of the
last of the summer is also in
Elk Rapids; the Elk Hapids
Arts & Crafts Show 1s on
Saturday, Aug. 23.

In belween, most every
wieckend brings an art
evenl. Traverse City is home
Ll four ene-day shows: the
CHele Towne Arls & Cralls
Fair on Sunday, June 28; the

Mattonal Cherey Festival
Artz & Cralls Falr one week
later on Sunday, July 8; the
43rd Annual Traverse Bay
Outdoor Art Fair on
sSaturday, July 26 and the
27ih Annual Downtown Art
Fair on Saturday, Aug, 16,

Charlevols hosts bwo evenls:

the 3500 Annual Charlevois
Crafl Show on July 12-13
ancd the 45th Annual
Charlevolx Waterfront Art
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Fairon Aug. 8,

Rob Bacigalupl, deputy
director of Traverse City's
D i oAy i |]1.-'|.'1'||:r|1|:|i:_'|11
.-'ullhurll].'. sauch thatl down
towns all over the eountey
view art events as imporiant
to the atiraction and enter-
tainment mix thal most seek
H LR |:l:||;||‘|1'1.- Lk :il'|1:||:||:|:|'|:{.
dining, and 2ervices,

“Whether it art in public
places or organizing art
falrs, downtowns value the
presence of art and often
|:r|:|:'.' i Poale ir| |:|hrl.'|.|;i|:|:|;.! “'llj‘lr.'
anel venues for artisi=,”™
explained Bacigalupi. ~Here
im Travierse City, we hold
thiree different events Uhial
deaw thousands :rrlil_'1:|lll,~
gnil showeaze the wark of
hundreds of artists ., Arlizis
and the public all benefit
from these opportunitles,”

Another way arfists and
T |:||I|:|'|l|;' inberact 1%
1.|ir\-|:|l|||.!|l claswes and work
shops, gueh % those provid
il by local colleges or etl
ties such az AriCenter
Traverse City or the Glen
Arbor Arts Association.
Edueational I:F|T1_'i'i.lb|.lﬂ. aAre
available during every sea
san and give young 1o old
FITIT4] |rr|:r|'|:_.".'-iﬂ-ll:h||ni Lo NOYIeeE o
chanee Lo study the art form
of their cholee with profes.
gionaly,



