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Your weeds are trying to tell you something

BY ADRIAN HIGGINS
The Washington Post

Weeds are more than unsightly in a lawn. They are spot-
lighting your turf mistakes. By identifying common
weeds, you can figure out the conditions that are promot-
ing them. Without fixing the underlying problem, you can
expect them to appear again all too soon, negating the
hard work spent restoring the lawn this fall.

B Weed: White clover

Problem: Poor, acidic soil

Fix: Correct fertilizing will help turf bully out the
clover, which is deep rooted and difficult to remove.
Large stands of clover can be tilled and reseeded, but
will eventually return without a program of turf fertiliz-
ing and liming based on soil test results.

B Weed: Broadleaf plantain

Problem: Dry, compacted soil.

Fix: Till, rake or aerate soil before reseeding, adding
organic matter to the mix.

m Weed: Crabgrass

Problem: Poor, dry soil. Thin turf.

Fix: Apply a pre-emergent crabgrass killer next spring,
when the forsythia is in bloom. In large infestations, ren-
ovate the turf by aeration and overseeding.

B Weed: Wiregrass or bermudagrass

Problem: Compacted soil. Thin turf.

Fix: Pull runners, aerate or rake soil, and reseed.
Always mow the lawn at the highest possible setting on
the mower so the taller turfgrass will shade out low-grow-
ing wiregrass.

B Weed: Common blue violet

Problem: Poorly drained turf

Fix: Aerate the turf and add a one-inch layer of humus
and sand, mixed, before overseeding. Consider laying a
drain pipe to divert storm water to garden beds or other
suitable outlet. Or convert the affected turfinto a shrub
and flower bed, installing plants that tolerate moist soil.

B Weed: Ground ivy

Problem: Moist, compacted soil in shady conditions
Fix: Same as violet
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The kitchen is the heart
of your home. What is
yours telling you?

By remodeling your
kitchen and adding the
warmth and elegance of
Fieldstone fine cabinetry
it will sing. You'll be
singing too - praise for its
unique design and solid
- construction. Now that’s
a sound investment.
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“We Specialize In Service”

Retail » Industrial « Commercial « Lacquer
30 years of expertise
Stains ¢ Paints ® Decorative Finishes
Custom Color Matching ¢ Full line of Sundries

947-8522

Monday - Friday 7:00am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8:00am - 2:00pm
1721 S. Garfield Ave ¢ Traverse City
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Across From the Cherryland Center

Traverse City’s Friendly Garden Club is hosting their 21st Annual Summer Garden Walk. Five residential gardens
on or near South Lake Leelanau will on display Thursday, July 17 from noon to 8 p.m., rain or shine. Tickets will
contain garden maps and are $5 in advance and $7 the day of the walk. Tickets are available at local garden cen-
ters or from club members. Proceeds go toward local beautification projects such as the logo garden at Traverse
City’s Open Space and the Children’s Garden at the Traverse Area District Library. For tickets, contact Sonja
McGettrick at 946-5315. For other information, contact Cathy Hamilton at 946-1015.

What are the odds that a home
without the best windows will
have the best of anything else?

All homes are not created equal. The best have top of the line

masonry. Intricate woodwork. And Andersen® windows. It's no surprise.

Because if a builder cares enough to use Andersen Windows from UBC, chances are
he’ll put his best into the rest of the house too. Even the parts you can’t see.

LONG LIVE THE HOME™

TRUCKLOAD SALE

Save on all Andersen Windows and Patio Doors
Hurry, sale prices good thru July 23, 2003 Delivery week of August 25, 2003

Excellence Dealer

. o 1 UBC and you . .. the story is building

UBC United Building Centers @

5161 US 31 South - Grawn, Ml 49637

CENTERS (231) 943-8100 Fax: 943-8608
www.unitedbuildingcenters.com e

formerly Wickes Lumber Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5:30pm  Sat. 8am - 2pm  Sun. - Closed



