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R
eplacing hardwood
planks — especially
sanding and finishing

them to match what exists —
is one of the tougher do-it-
yourself tasks. On the bright
side, there are many easy
and simple hardwood floor
repairs that can be made by
most do-it-yourselfers; they
can result in big savings and
a better-looking floor.

Although there are several
types of hardwood, the
repairs discussed here work
on most of them. Also, it
doesn’t make any difference
whether the floor is a float-
ing floor, glued in place or
nailed — just as long as it is
wood.

First, determine the finish
— whether the floor is coated
with wax or surface-finished
with varnish or

polyurethane. Repairs for
the two types of finishes are
handled differently. If you
don’t know whether your
floor is waxed or surface-fin-
ished, you can make that
determination by rubbing it
with mineral spirits or wax
remover. If the surface dis-
solves, it’s wax. If it does not,
chances are good that  it’s
polyurethane or varnish.

WWaaxxeedd  hhaarrddwwoooodd::
ä Scratches:
Scratches in a waxed floor

usually are removed by buff-
ing or waxing and buffing. If
the scratches are in the
wood, rub the area with 00
steel wool and wax.

ä Water stains:
If water stains or white

spots exist, rub the area with
000 steel wool and wax. For
problem areas (where the
wood is scratched), lightly
sand the area with fine sand-

paper and then clean the
spot using 00 steel wool and
mineral spirits or a wood
floor cleaner. Finally, and
after the floor has dried thor-
oughly, stain, wax and buff.

ä Dried milk and food
stains:

Got kids? If you do, you
might well experience dried
milk or food stains on your
hardwood floor. Gently clean
the area with a damp cloth.
Wipe it dry and apply a thin
coat of wax.

ä Heel and scuff marks:
To eradicate heel marks,

rub in a small amount of wax
with 000 or 0000 steel wool,
and hand-buff to a shine.

ä Mold and mildew:
For mold, rub with wood

cleaner. The waxed surface
will need a light coat of wax
and a gentle buffing once the
cleaner has done its job.

ä Chewing gum and
crayons:

Sticky things like chewing
gum, candle wax and crayons
require a different touch. A
plastic bag filled with ice or
dry ice can be applied to the
problem area and will cause
the deposit to become brittle
and, thus, easy to scrape
away. Waxy substances can
also be removed with a blot-

ter and an iron. Lay the blot-
ter on the wax spot and heat
the blotter with a clothes
iron. The blotter will absorb
the wax. Solvent-based wax
also can be used. In every
case, a coat of wax and a lit-
tle buffing is a finishing
touch that will make the dif-
ference.

ä Oil and grease:
Oil and grease stains are a

little tougher — but not
impossible — to remove.
With any kind of grease, lye
works best. Laundry deter-
gent is good, but the more
lye, the better. Or, saturate a
pile of cotton with hydrogen
peroxide and lay it over the
stain. Then, saturate a sec-
ond layer of cotton with
ammonia and lay it over the
first. Repeat until the stain
disappears. 

SSuurrffaaccee--ffiinniisshheedd  hhaarrdd--
wwoooodd::

ä Minor scratches:
Lightly sand with 400- to

600-grit wet and dry sandpa-
per and apply a light coat of
polyurethane. Touchup kits
are available at your hard-
wood flooring store.

ä Grease spots:
A mild (5 percent) solution

of vinegar and water works
for most grease and oil

stains. However, there are
special cleaners made
specifically for use with
polyurethane that work
equally well.

If you have a pre-finished
hardwood floor, it would be
wise to use the cleaning and
repair products offered by
the manufacturer. 
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We have the perfect comfort 
system for your home... 
at spectacular Cool Cash savings!

Present this coupon to 
    your participating 
      Carrier dealer
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      Carrier dealer
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      Rebate ofer ends May 31, 2003
All rebates must be submited by June 13, 2003
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      Rebate ofer ends May 31, 2003
All rebates must be submited by June 13, 2003

www.carrier.com

   NOW MAY BE THE BEST TIME EVER 
           TO BUY A CARRIER HEATING 
                 AND COOLING SYSTEM.

                   Don't wait until 
                     the heat of summer 
                  to get the deal of a 
               lifetime on a new air 
 conditioner. Or get a rebate 
     on an extremely efficient and 
money-saving new heat pump that 
both cools in the summer and heats 
your home in the winter. Get great 
deals on Carrier furnaces and more.
But hurry, this offer ends May 31.
Call us today for the details.

886 US 31 South 
At Chums Corners
Traverse City

943-1000

Where you can get a rebate of 
    up to $600 on qualifying 
        new Carrier systems

Complete Interior Design Services
Est. 1980

• Furniture • Fabric • Wall Coverings
• Accessories • Window Coverings

SShhoopp  aatt  HHoommee  oorr  VViissiitt  oouurr  SShhoowwrroooomm..
817 Bay Street
Traverse City
231•941•1241
800 •828 •7512
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• Installation of vinyl, wood and fibre cement siding, windows & doors

References, References, References

For Free Estimates

(231) 946-9528

Armour
Siding Co.

A FULL SERVICE SIDING
COMPANY INCLUDING...
•Fully Licensed & Insured
•No subcontracting
•A year-round siding company
•We Guarantee Complete
Satisfaction
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When you’re serious about building a
new home, restoring a house, saving a landmark or
reviving your neighborhood...

Fax 231-946-6827

Remodeling &
Construction
Wayne Owen
231-275-2388 • Interlochen, Michigan
Lic. #2101142792

New Construction • Siding • Decks • Additions
Garages • Roofing • Kitchens • Bath • Tile
Wood Floors • Trim • Doors • Windows
Pole Barns • Finish Basements • Drywall
Landscaping and more!

Over 25 Years of Experience

4-15.hm.696416

• Decorative Stone
• Field Stone
• Flag Stone
• Boulders
• Landscape Bark
• Concrete Products
• Sand & Gravel
• Topsoil

700 BLUE STAR COURT • TRAVERSE CITY
231-943-3990

NEW
CONCRETE PAVERS

& STEPPING STONES
Starting At

32¢
Each
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1100%% OOffff  
AAnnyy                        SSyysstteemm

Offer Expires May 31, 2003

1100%% OOffff  
AAnnyy  SSeeaammlleessss
GGuutttteerr  SSyysstteemm
Offer Expires May 31, 2003

Serving our community for over 15 years
The most trusted name in the business

Family Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES
Commercial or Residential

www.gutterhelmet.com

The First. The Best. The #1.
Gutter Protection System in the World.

hm 4/15.696399

““WWee  CCoovveerr  TThhee  NNoorrtthh  LLiikkee  RRaaiinn””

993333--88888888  oorr  11--880000--440066--44222222

• Seamless Aluminum Gutters • Custom Crafted On-Site 

• Over 40 Colors • Old Fashioned Half Rounds • Copper Gutter Systems

NNeevveerr  CClleeaann  YYoouurr
GGuutttteerrss  AAggaaiinn!!

231-946-7866
or 1-888-406-2449

Specializing In:
• Tree Removal • Complete Nursery
• Landscape Construction & Design
• Licensed & Insured
• 18 yrs. Experience

4/
15

.6
96

12
0.

hm

BRUCE
HELSEL’S

TREE FARM
& NURSERY

Natural Beauty
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