
BY DAVID BRADLEY
The Associated Press

Y
ou may think you’re
done with a tough win-
ter, but what about

your house?
Vicious freeze-thaw-

refreeze cycles play havoc
with your roof, windows, sid-
ing and gutters long after
snow and cold yield to a
warm spring sun. Toss in the
impact of accumulated
debris, and you’ve got a real
mess.

In summary, one expert
says your first spring pro-
jects may well be to repair
damage inflicted by months
of wintry onslaughts.

“Winter is hard enough, but
if homeowners don’t deal
now with problems caused
by snow and ice, they’ll deal
with winter after-effects all
year long,” said David Steed,
vice president of exterior
products for Lowe’s Home
Improvement Warehouse.

His advice starts with a
visual inspection of just
about every exterior portion
of the home. Some problems
are more obvious than oth-
ers, such as warped shingles
and siding, gutters that sag or
have pulled away from fascia
board and leaking windows.

“Your roof is what really
suffers,” said Steed. 

Snow melt can seep
beneath shingles and
refreeze at night. The mois-
ture can damage shingles
and leak into the home. If
you have access to your attic,
use a flashlight to look for
wet spots in roof sub-layers
above the rafters.

“Spot repairs to a roof can
be effective, but if you miss
tiny problems, you’ll end up

with bigger troubles,” said
Steed, who estimates repair
costs per square foot are far
less for a total roof replace-
ment than treating damage
one small spot at a time.

Accumulated snow and ice
can push gutters away from
fascia board, leaving vulner-
able eaves and roof edges
prone to water damage. The
expand-and-contract action
of ice will wedge between
gutter seams, a frequent
cause of leaks.

Check windows carefully.
Thermal windows installed
as recently as 20 years ago
may start to show their age. 

“Tight seals are among the
first things to go bad and
your dollars will fly out the
window. You won’t see or
feel the heat loss,” said

Steed. 
If the panes are fogged or

wood casings are rotted, look
into replacement windows. 

Decks take a hit from win-
ter, too. 

“Ice and snow accumula-
tions force the moisture into
the wood and won’t let it
breathe. That’s why an extra-
ordinary number of decks
need replacement every
year,” said Steed. “You go
through that a couple of
times and you turn to mainte-
nance-free planking in a
hurry.” 

He says wood-weary home-
owners in the Midwest,
Northeast and Atlantic states
are increasingly attracted to
planks, posts and railings
formed by a mix of recycled
plastics and wood chips. 
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Take

a

walk

on

the

tiled

side.

4-15.hm.696263

At Tile Mart you’ll see oversized
rustic tile that looks like it was
cut straight from a quarry. You’ll
see marbles that capture all the
grandure of a monarch’s palace.
And bold, colorful basics that are
at home in just about any set-
ting. Add the new accent pieces
for fun and unique designs!

832 U.S. 31 South • Traverse City
(3 miles south of Grand Traverse Mall)

231-943-8881

Located in: Traverse City • Benton Harbor • Holt • Muskegon • Portage • MIshawaka • Indianapolis • Holland

39th
1964 2003

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri 9-6
Saturday 9-5

Wednesday open till 8 p.m.

Over 100 various stone looks,
1st quality

ONLY 
$125-$299

Over 20 new 6x6 stone looks
2nd Closeouts!

99¢-$125
(Reg. retail $3.75-$4.75)

Sq. Ft.

DESIGN QUALITY VALUE
For more than 30 years, Williams Kitchen & Bath
has provided cabinetry, countertops, appliances,
and more to local builders and consumers.

Always with Design Quality Value in mind,
Williams Kitchen & Bath wants to meet 
all your new or remodel kitchen and bath needs.

Traverse City Showroom: 308 US Highway 31 S   Phone 231 943 7801   Open Mon-Fri 8 To 5   Sat 9 To 2
Battle Creek • Cadillac • Canadian Lakes • Grand Rapids • Holland • Kalamazoo • Kentwood • Lansing • Muskegon • Pellston • Traverse City

4-15.hm.695750

Open Monday-Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
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• Easy installation
• Ramps, handrails, and platforms are 

pre-assembled
• Architecturally designed for a clean & 

modern appearance
• Made of lightweight aluminum
• Low maintenance
• More durable than wood
• No painting or sealing required
• Will not warp, corrode, peel, rust, or mold
• Permanent or semi-permanent installation
• 3-year limited warranty
• 850 pound weight capacity

Spring
Improvement

Special

CCHHEERRRRYY HHOOMMEE
IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT

4/15-696282-HM

25% Off Jobs Over $1000
Remodeling, siding & roofing

FFrreeee  EEssttiimmaatteess
((223311))  993333--11556633

4/15-696392-HM

Platte River Builders
• Licensed   • Insured

• Remodeling
• New Construction

231-275-5604

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Fully insured, Uniformed Professional Technicians.

Call 922-9300 • Free Phone Estimates

Whole House
(up to 5 rooms)

$14995

3 Rooms
Only

$9995
HALL CLEANED

FREE
w/3 rooms or more.

or less by
sq. ft. or less by sq. ft.

Expires 4/30/03

$15 value

4/15-696280-HM

““CCoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  QQuuaalliittyy””
CCaarrppeett  &&  UUpphhoollsstteerryy

CClleeaanniinngg

200 sq. ft. max. Combination rooms
count as 2 rooms. Expires 4/30/03

200 sq. ft. max. Combination rooms
count as 2 rooms. Expires 4/30/03

CONCRETE STATUARY
Wholesale - Retail    OPEN 7 DAYS

We Manufacture a Full Line of Lawn & Garden Statuary

ROBINSON’S 
SCENIC GARDENS

(231) 258-2459 6 miles North of Kalkaska on U.S. 131
Over 30 Years In The Same Location!HM415 696396

• Fountains
• Patio Stones
• Angels
• Planters
• Totem Poles
• Gargoyles
• Bird Baths
• Wagon Wheels
• Religious Items

• Tables
• Geese & Clothes
• Benches
• Lighthouses
• Elves
• Fencings
• Seagulls
• Jockey Boys
• Ornamental

• Nautical Items
• Fishing Boys
• Oriental Windmills
• Sundials
• Gazing Globes &

Pedestals
• Wide Variety of

. . . and much, 
much more!1,000 To

Choose From:

Domestic & Wild Animals

ORGANICS & H
Northern Michigan’s Largest Se

Nutrients and Hyd
Hydro-Organics • Indoor/Out

468 U.S. 31 S. • Traverse
Just north of Chum’s Corner

Spring into action to repair winter damage

Commercial - Residential •• Carl W. Steuer, President
Mobile: (231) 357-9760 •• Pager: (231) 274-1457 • (866) 403-1100
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BY DAVID BRADLEY
The Associated Press

P
icture this: you settle
into your most com-
fortable chair after a

long day, and as you chat
with family or friends while
sipping a cool beverage,
soothing tunes and the
aroma of freshly cooked
food fill the air.

Could this be a fancy den?
Or an upscale family room
with adjoining kitchen?

How about your patio?
Patios are in. Forget

cheesy tubular, flimsy nylon
strap furniture and hibachis
on a concrete slab. Today’s
patio serves as a de facto
outdoor family room-enter-
tainment center where
homeowners under time
constraints and stress from
work can unwind amid
tiered decks, fountains,
music and mood lighting,
furniture and fully
equipped kitchens.

“Everyone is talking about
these new outdoor rooms,”
said Marybeth Cornwell,
vice president for Lowes
Home Improvement
Warehouse. “That’s how hot
patio living is. Consumers
tell us they want a place

where they can turn off the
cell phones and pagers and
relax. And they want the
same comforts found inside
their home.”

Patios continue a cocoon-
ing trend among homeown-
ers who view $500 solid alu-
minum cast furniture sets as
a good alternative to $3,000
vacations.

Today’s patio is no longer
a “hodgepodge of items
thrown together,” said
Cornwell. The same coordi-
nated design approach
applied to interiors has sim-
ply moved outside.

It starts with furniture,
including a new line by
Coleman. Solid cast alu-
minum tables and chairs
are the norm but are joined
by sofas, oversized chairs
and ottomans in conversa-
tional arrangements.
There’s UV-resistant fabrics
on fluffy cushions and coor-
dinated side elements
including torches and occa-
sional tables.

Seven-to-10-year furniture
warranties are common in
furniture ensembles from
$399 to more than $1,000.

Patios often have refriger-
ators and coolers, fountains
for tranquillity, chimenea

heaters for cool nights, a
first-class sound system and
accent lighting.

Even the old standby grill
has seen a facelift. Stainless
models with upward of
50,000 BTU heat outputs are
favored by outdoor chefs.
Warmers for sauces and
side dishes are standard
fare.

“There’s no doubt furni-
ture is an investment,” said
Cornwell, “but we see peo-
ple ready to make the most
of their outdoor dollars. The
outdoors is where they want
to be.” 

She said retailers have
stepped up consumer infor-
mation efforts to help buy-
ers understand good-better-
best options in outdoor fur-
niture, appliances, and fab-
rics.

And in a new twist, patios
have become the latest sell-
ing point for home buyers. 

“A $500 furniture set
makes a patio look great, it
adds curb appeal and buy-
ers respond to that,” said
Cornwell. “People think a
home is their largest invest-
ment, and buyers no longer
see the patio as just that
place out there. They want
to live outdoors, too.”

Don’t shave a door _ shim it
With the wet season comes doors that bind. That can mean tugging hard to get doors

open. Most folks’ first instinct is to use a wood plane to sand or plane the door. Don’t.
Doors and windows usually don’t move on their own __ they need help. House shift is the
main cause. When the ground gets wet, it expands and parts of the foundation move,
resulting in an uneven floor. This can cause doors to shift in their openings. Planing or
sanding the door slightly is OK, but it is better to adjust it at the hinges. Pull the pins out
of the hinges __ one at a time __ and bend the rungs on the door hinge opposite from the
way you want the door to move. If the knob edge of the door is rubbing against the frame,
bend the top and bottom door hinges toward the frame that is being rubbed. When the
door shrinks back into its original place in the summer, readjust the hinges.   

The patio is the new family room

Caulk vs. putty

Putty is a doughlike compound used to fill in holes (from
nails for example) and for surface defects or open spaces.
Caulking is an old shipbuilding procedure of filling seams
between planks to make a vessel watertight.

Today, caulking is used to prevent water damage on long
seams, such as around windows and doors, outside — and
around sinks, tubs and showers, inside. So, when dealing
with holes or scratches, use putty. But to fill a long, open
seam where water can leak, lay in a bead of waterproof
caulk such as silicone.


