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OUTDOOR LIVING

a tank of gas away,” added

Dellinger. “That means that
it’s very easy to pack up the
family and head out of town

RV travel big for 2003

4 Continued from Page 4

“There are some new con-
struction techniques that
have really improved RVs,”
said Belanger. “Some manu-
facturers are trending
toward an ultra-light design
with a fiberglass laminated
exterior and an aluminum
framework. They’re very
lightweight, so people can
pull them with less vehicle
horsepower. Plus, they’re
insulated on six sides with a
sealed underbelly to protect
tanks and plumbing, and that
makes them winter friendly.”

Though the economy may be
in a state of flux, but the RV
industry is thriving.

“The industry had a record
year last year and this year
has started off the same,”
said Dellinger. “People just
don’t want to fly, and they’re
getting more and more into
camping as a family unit.
Plus, we’re seeing trends
toward more local vacations
and that’s good for
Michigan.”

Denton notes that there are
9.3 million RVs on the roads
nationwide and 10 percent of
Michigan pleasure travelers
camp. With many retailers up
as much as 42 percent in RV
sales, campgrounds nation-
wide may expect to see a
leap in visitors this year.

“For many people, a really
nice campground is less than

Plus, Michigan has some of
the best campgrounds I've
ever seen. People really
enjoy getting out into the
woods by the water. This
state has a lot of undiscov-
ered magic.”

According to Belanger,
while many northern

25 miles of their homes, oth-
ers are planning on hitting
the open road.

RVing to Alaska,” added

al though and people are
heading everywhere in the

Get Away to...
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On Drummond Island

Unbeatable Relaxation

¢ Home Rentals with water
access & water views

e Sandy Beaches

e Kayaks ¢ Canoes ® Pontoons
Plan your next vacation now!!
www.drummondrentals.com

877-206-5061

TRAVERSE CITY
1789 Garfield Ave.
231-933-7000

Pick Enterprtise.
We’ll pick you up.®
www.pickenterprise.com

97316

for a nice, relaxing weekend.

Michigan RVers camp within

“We hear people talk about

Belanger. “It’s really season-

CADILLAC
1815 N. Mitchell St
231-876-8000

PETOSKEY
1992 M-119 Hwy.
231-439-9272

United States. Of course,
Florida and the western
states remain very popular
destinations.”

RVers can choose to join
travelers’ clubs that bring
RVing enthusiasts together.
Most of the major manufac-
turers sponsor owners’ trav-
elers clubs that hold yearly
camping trips. There are also
a few non-manufacturer
sponsored camping clubs in
the Traverse City area.

“Clubs offer an opportunity

for people to get together, get

to know new friends, and
share stories,” said Denton.
“RVing is a great way to
relax and with all of the com-
forts of home, your vacation
possibilities are almost end-
less.”

UNWRAP A BARGAIN THIS WEEKEND!
[ Mid-Size |

*14”.. *19

Applies to minimum 3 day rentals — Picked up Friday or Saturday and returned
Monday or Tuesday. 200 miles a day free, excess @ .25 per mile
-Optional damage waiver at $17.99 per day is extra. Valid at participating Northern
Michigan locations. Ask about our special rates on trucks,
minivans, SUV’s, 4x4’s, cargo vans and 15 passenger vans.

Awvailability is limited and restrictions apply, so call for details.

2 $ 99

A Day A Day

GAYLORD
1720 S. Otsego Ave
989-731-9726

CALL 1-800-RENT-A-CAR
for a location nearest you.

4-25.0d.697319

Stacie Carlson is a local
freelance writer.

Record-Eagle/Jim Bovin
More from the Northwest
Michigan Camper and RV
show: At right are bunk
beds, RV style and below left
is an RV living and dining
area.

Five-day weather forecasts
always up-to-the-minute
www.record-eagle.com

§r@-‘/Rﬁi‘;(‘)RD-EAGLE

TRUCKLOAD SALE

Through May 15th

On Shore Station
Dock & Hoists

On Beautiful Lake Charlevoix

02474 M-66 South
East Jordan, Mi

oo (231) 536-2672

4-25.0d.697326

USED CARS « TRAVEL TRAILERS = APPLIANCES « FURNITURE « RECLINERS
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_ TANGIS™ r |
Light weight like a tent trailer! Also.available - 16%and 18’

2003 Models (18)

Come See Our Selection!

COUNTRY WAREHOUSE SALES
E.K Nolff, Inc

South Boardman 8 miles south of Kalkaska, 25 miles north of Cadillac

(231) 369'2850 (231) 369_2849 4-25.0d.697317 o
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