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R
ecreational vehicles
(RVs) are no longer for
for retirees looking to

spend winters in Florida or
summers traveling the open
road. 

Nowadays, RVs are a family
affair — with all of the luxu-
ries associated with home
combined with the conve-
nience of mobility.

“After the 9-11 terrorist
attacks, family RV usage was
really thrust back into the
limelight,” said Jeff Belanger
at TC-RV in Traverse City.
“For a long time, RVing was
associated with retirees, but
that changed overnight. Now,
more and more families want
to camp, and they’re doing it
closer to home. People are

looking for comfort, conve-
nience and square footage.”

Prior to purchasing an RV,
experts suggest that people
should have some ideas about
how much time they’re plan-
ning on spending in the RV.
That will help determine size
requirements and amenities.

“RVers fall into a few cate-
gories,” said Gary Dellinger,
general manager at Burnside
RV Center in Gaylord. “Some
plan on living in their RV for
three months in Florida and
some plan on camping only a
few times a year. Some people
want all of the conveniences
of home, like air conditioners
and microwaves; some don’t.”

RV amenities go well
beyond air conditioners and
microwaves to include a host
of innovations.

“The most popular electron-
ic gadgets found on RVs are
televisions, VCRs, satellite
dishes, video game systems,
cellular phones, laptops and
personal computers, surround
sound CD and DVD players,”
said Nicki Denton, project
coordinator at All Seasons
Communications (in associa-
tion with the Michigan
Association of Recreation
Vehicles and Campgrounds).
“Other options include slide-
out walls that expand to cre-
ate a bigger living space,
slide-out awnings for a shad-
ed outdoor sitting area, patio
lights and Global Positioning
Systems.”

For those seeking
total comfort, Denton
also noted that many
RVs can be furnished
with leather reclin-
ing chairs and sofas,
luxury queen-sized
beds, gas fireplaces,
multiple-burner
range tops, ovens,
double sinks and sky-
lights. 

Along with their
personal amenities,
RV manufacturers
have made some
noteworthy refine-
ments to improve RV
performance.
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Summer Place Casuals
14000 US-31 South (15 minutes west of Chums Corner)

11--223311--332255--66000000  ••  11--887777--332222--88882200

Homecrest � Telescope � Brown Jordan � Woodard
Land Indoor/Outdoor Wicker and Rattan � O.W. Lee � Grosfillex 
Mattresses � Ducane and Tec Infra-Red Grills and Much More

WWOOWW!!  PPaattiioo  FFuurrnniittuurree  GGaalloorree!!
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST DISPLAY OF CASUAL

PATIO FURNITURE AND BARBEQUE GRILLS

GGrreeaatt  SSeelleeccttiioonn
Lowest Prices
Guaranteed

SSeelleecctteedd  SSeettss  
uupp  ttoo 6600%% ooffff

HOMECREST

RATTAN�WICKER

DUCANE GRILLS
Lifetime

Warranty

Sat. 10-5 p.m. • Sun. 12-4 p.m.
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 10-6 p.m. • Closed Wednesdays

15 YEAR
WARRANTY
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6841 Brownbridge Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

CAMP RUDOLF
Camp Rudolf is a 4 day and 3 over-night Camp

for Children ages 10-14.
Campers will arrive at Ranch Rudolf
Monday, July 21 by 10 a.m. and will 
depart Thursday, July 24th at 2 p.m.

All Meals Included.
Hiking • Camping • Canoeing 

Horse Back Riding • Intertubing • Swimming

For further information, or to reserve your spot,
please call Melody at (231) 947-9529
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RV travel bigger than ever for 2003

Record-Eagle/Jim Bovin

The recent Northern
Michigan Camper & RV
Show at the Grand
Traverse County Civic
Center drew people
looking  for the latest in
recreation travel vehi-
cles. RVs are starting to
look more and more like
home, since manufac-
turers assume that own-
ers will be spending a lot
of time in them. Details
like oak woodwork and
the latest in amenities
like stereo systems, at
left.

See RV, Page 5Ò


